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PREFACE. 



Of the writer of the following sermons, a slight notice 
will be acceptable to his friends in Yorkshire ; and will not 
be voidofinteresttothe many eminent persons throughout 
the scientific world, with whom he was long associated by 
a congeniality of sentiment and similarity of pursuit. 

William Venables Vernon was the fourth son of 
Edward Venables Vernon, who, at the time of our Author's 
birth in 1789, was Bishop of Carlisle. The name of 
Harcourt was assumed by the family, except in one 
instance, when the head of the house succeeded to the 
estate and honors of Nuneham. 

In the year 1808, Bishop Harcourt was translated to 
the see of York ; and he determined that he would only per- 
mit two out of the number of his many sons to be ordained 
to the sacred ministry.* William Vernon Harcourt 
was, therefore, obliged to make choice of a secular 
calling, and, for five years, he served his country in 
the navy ; but, on the death of an elder brother, his 
father yielded to a wish in which William had indulged 
from his early years to become a clergyman, and he was 
permitted to change his profession. 

^He afterwards relaxed the rule so far as to permit; a third, at a later 
period of life, to be ordained. 
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It was the boast of Archbishop Harcourt, that he had 
been the sole instructor of his elder sons, until they were 
prepared to become scholars of Westminster ; and that 
his sons, thus educated, when admitted into college, 
appeared as captains of their respective elections. 

Although William did not possess the advantages of 
a public school education, he so benefited by his father's 
instruction, as to attract, when resident at Rose Castle, 
the notice of the celebrated Isaac Milner, at that time 
Dean of Carlisle. By his intercourse with the Dean, he 
acquired a taste for the study of chemistry, which was 
encouraged and increased by the lectures and conversation 
of Dr. Kidd, with whom, when he was a mere youth 
at Oxford, he contracted a lasting friendship. 

On becoming a member of Ch. Ch., young Harcourt 
found in Cyril Jackson, the justly celebrated Dean of that 
House, a wise counsellor and a steady friend ; and then, 
or soon afterwards, he met with congenial associates in 
Peel, Buckland, Whateley, and other coevals of the same 
stamp ; to whom the names of Davy and WoUaston, 
when -he passed from the University into the world, must 
be added. 

After his ordination, Mr. Harcourt returned to York- 
shire fully prepared to place himself at the head of the 
great movement just commencing in that important 
county, in favor of institutions for the cultivation of litera- 
ture and science. He constructed a laboratoiy, with the 
assistance of his friends Davy and WoUaston ; and soon 
after, in conjunction with Buckland, and the Conybeares, 
he gave much attention to the science of geology. When 
the Yorkshire Philosophical Society was established, 
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Mr. Harcourt was its first president ; and to his influence 

and his self-denying exertions, its success, to a great 

extent, mi^st be attributed. 
Mr. William Vernon Harcourt had the sagacity 

to discover the genius of Professor Phillips ; and to the 
friendship of Mr. Harcourt, — ^a friendship which, profit- 
able and creditable to both of these eminent men, 
terminated only with Mr. Harcourt's life, — ^the Professor 
was, to a considerable extent, indebted, for his ability to 
carry on his investigations, and to render his studies 
beneficial to the public. Of Professor Philips every York- 
shireman is accustomed to speak with pride, affection, and 
respect. 

Of the active part which Mr. HARCOURT took in the 
formation of the British Association, it is, in this place, un- 
necessary to speak at length. Its constituent meeting was 
held at York, in 1831. . The general plan of the proceed- 
ings and the essential basis of the Association were 
drawn up by Mr. Harcourt, to whom, as general 
secretary, it was, for several years deeply indebted. 
Of the Association, when it met in Birmingham, 
in 1839, he was elected president ; and in the re- 
markable addresses, which he delivered to the mem- 
bers, few will forget the judicious manner in which he 
rebuked the narrow views of those who refuse to accept 
geological and astronomical truths, because, in the erron- 
eous opinion of some, who have not investigated the 
subject, they appear to stand opposed to the assertions of 
the sacred volume, which, without any intention to teach 
or to control the teaching of natural science, is designed to 
reveal to man what reason could never discover, the ex- 
istence of a future world, and of a Saviour omnipotent to 
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save us from the consequences, as well as from the 
punishment of our sins. 

It is not intended, in this brief notice, to follow Mr. 
Harcourt throughout his philosophical investigations 
and scientific pursuits. We have only to say, that to the 
very close of his useful life, these studies afforded him 
employment and amusement, leading him from the con- 
templation of Nature t6 the adoration of Nature's God ; 
and from the pursuits of Science, to a humble acceptance 

of revealed truth. 

But we must not leave the reader under the impression, 

that Mr. Vernon Harcourt was a recluse, and a mere 
student, following his favorite pursuits, without regard to 
the claims of practical life upon his time and his mind. 
There was scarcely a charitable institution in the Diocese 
of York that was not ready to acknowledge its obliga- 
tions to the sound judgment, the untiring zeal, and the 
quiet energy, he displayed when, by joining a com- 
mittee, he had a share in the management of any society 
under difficulties, claiming his assistance his benevo- 
lence or his advice. 

In the re-modelling of St. Peter's School, and in the 
establishment of the Diocesan Training and Model Schools, 
Mr. Vernon Harcourt took an active part. The 
Yorkshire County Hospital, and the Castle Howard 
Reformatory, were objects of his special regard. In 
presiding over these and similar Institutions, it was 
remarked, that, though his words were few, they 
were always weighty, and were sure to make an im- 
pression on the minds of his hearers. Perhaps of all the 
Institutions in which he took this lively interest, there was 
none that interested him more than the York School for 
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the Blind. We therefore select, from among the refer- 
ences made by the varions charitable institutions, when 
the news of Mr. Vernon Harcoukt's death first reached 
Yorkshire, to his enlightened benevolence, and his chari- 
table zeal, the following notice, which, proposed at a 
meeting of the Yorkshire School for the Blind on the 
14th of April, 1871, is expressive of what we may affirm 
with confidence, to have been a universal feeling. At a 
meeting of the Yorkshire School for the Blind on 
the 14th of April, 1871, it was " Resolved, — That 
this Committee desire to record on their minutes an 
expression of the sincere regret with which they 
have received intelligence of the death of the Rev. 
William Vernon Harcourt, and their high apprecia- 
tion of the lengthened and distinguished services which 
he rendered towards promoting the education and general 
welfare of the blind. They recognise him as having been, 
virtually, the founder of this institution. They call to 
mind that, after one of the most influential meetings 
which had ever been held in York, and which had been 
brought together chiefly by his solicitations, to do honour 
to the memory of the late Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. 
Harcourt, with great labour, collected a mass of statistical 
information relative to the numbers and condition of the 
blind throughout Yorkshire ; that he suggested the 
foundation of this institution, as a fitting tribute to Mr. 
Wilberforce's memory ; that, upon his suggestion being 
adopted by the county, he prosecuted a laborious course 
of study and correspondence in devising and providing 
the best appliances and regulations for carrying into effect 
the benevolent intentions of the subscribers, and, during 
the whole of his long residence in Yorkshire, he continued. 
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by bis judicious advice and superintendence, to aid tbe com- 
mittee and officers of tbis institution in diffusing tbose 
advantages wbicb it bas been the means of bestowing on 
tbe Blind : not only of Yorksbire, but, occasionally, also 
of otber counties. Tbis Committee trust tbat Mr. 
Harcoubt's memory will be long retained in bonour 
among all tbose by wbom tbe cause, not only of pbilan- 
tbropy, but also of science, is beld in estimation/' 

Mr. Vernon Harcourt, at tbe same time tbat be was 
occupied by scientific studies and cbaritable activity, 
was, witb equal zeal, laboring in tbe discbarge of 
parocbidl duties in tbe parishes successively of Bisbop- 
tborpe and Wbeldrake, and finally of Bolton Percy. 

Succeeding on tbe death of bis brother in 186 J, to the 
patrimonial Estates in Oxfordshire, be soon after resigned 
his Rectory of Bolton Percy, and a Canonry which be held 
in York Minster. He retired reluctantly from tbe scenes 
of his active life, but be thought it to be his duty to remove 
to Nunebam : and to the call of duty be yielded as be 
had ever been accustomed to do, a cheerful obedience. 
Moreover, be soon found tbat old age requires rest ; and 
tbat rest wbicb be would have sought in vain in York- 
shire, he found at Nunebam. 

While delighting in the abounding beauties of bis pater- 
nal estate, be was able to spend a portion of bis last years 
amid the treasures of art, tbat adorn tbe neighbouring 
University wbicb be had loved and honored from early life ; 
and in conversation witb the men of learning, who shared 
in tbe hospitality for wbicb the family has long been 
distinguished. 

This sketch of Mr. Vernon Harcourt's life is given, 
because it will enable tbe reader to assign their proper im- 
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portance to the Sermons which, preached in the ordinary 
course of pastoral duty, are now presented to the public. 

A peculiar interest attaches to them, when we bear in 
mind the fact, that they are the productions of one, who, 
during his life-time, was held in the highest honor for his 
practical researches as a man of Science. It is not to be 
supposed that the Editors of this volume commit themselves 
to an entire concurrence with every distinct statement and 
opinion here advanced, but they find .pleasure in present- 
ing to the public the Sermons of such a man as 
Mr. Vernon Harcourt, who cordially accepted and 
powerfully enforced the fundamental verities of the 
Christian Faith. 

At a period when an unwise attempt is made to repre- 
sent an acquiesence in the discoveries of Science, as 
inconsistent with the demands made by revelation on the 
faith of Christian men, in regard to the other world, 
and to the one and only Saviour, provided for us by the 
mercy of God ; or who have nob permitted his Holy 
Spirit to create in them the New Nature necessary for 
a realization of the joys of eternity; — it is of no 
ordinary importance to shew how the two pursuits — 
the study of God's works, and the study of God's 
word may be combined ; and how true the saying of 
the poet is : — 

. Full oft 
Our wayward intellect, the more we learn 
Of Nature, overlooks her Author more ; 
From instrumental causes proud to draw 
Conclusions retrograde and mad mistake. 
But if his Word once teach us, shoot a ray 
Tbrongh all Uie heart's dark chambers and reveal 
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Traths nndiscoTered but by that Holy Light, 

Then all is plain. Philosophy baptized 

In the pure Fountain of eternal love 

Has eyes indeed ; and viewing all she sees 

As meant to indicate a God to man, 

Gives Him His praise and forfeits not her own. 

Mr. Vernon Harcourt died as he had lived, with the 
calmness of a philosopher, and in the humble confidence of a 
Christian : " looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ." The event took place on the 2nd of April, 
1871, and in the 82nd year of his age. 

WALTER FARQUHAR HOOK, 

Deak of Chighebteb, D.D., F.R.S. 

ISHMAEL FISH, MJL., 

YlCAB OF HUTTONS AMBO. 
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Eljc Jfirst anU tlje %ast 

York Minster, Good Friday, 1889. 

Revelations i. 17. 

*' And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead, and he 

LAID HIS BIOHT HAND UPON ME, SAYING UNTO ME * FeAR NOT ; I 

AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST ; I AM HE THAT LFV'ETH AND WAS 

DEAD, AND BEHOLD I AM ALIVE FOR EVERMORE AmEN ! AND HAVE 

THE KEYS OF HELL AND OF DEATH.' " 

WHEN darkness had overspread the land from 
the sixth hour until the ninth, and Jesus for 
the second time had cried out with a loud voice 
and had said, ^' It is finished ;" ^^ Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit ;" as he bowed his 
head and gave up the ghost, the Roman soldiers 
who guarded him were astonished at the super- 
human energy of that parting spirit and with the 
prodigies which attended its departure ; for at the 
same moment the sun was eclipsed and the earth 
shook, and the rocks were rent, and the graves 
opened and eave up their dead. And the centurion 
and they that were with him, when they saw what 
was done, and heard him so cry out, exclaimed, — 
Certainly this was a righteous man ! truly this was 
the Son of God ! they were convinced by the por- 
tentous scene that he whom they had seen suffering 

B 
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such agonising torments was a man of exalted virtue 
and a favorite of Heaven ; the same was the im- 
pression on the minds of all the multitudes that had 
come to that sight, who, "beholding the things 
that were done, smote their breasts and returned." 

But there was one left tliere when the crowd dis- 
persed still standing at the foot of the cross, still 
watching the body of his departed friend and 
master, even until the spear pierced his side, and 
the blood and the Avater following left no doubt 
that life was quite extinct- Arid Avhat, brethren, 
must have been this man's thoughts ? I speak not 
of his natural feelings, his wounded heart and dis- 
appointed hopes ; these feelings must indeed have 
run high in the breast of him who had so lately 
been leaning on the bosom of Jesus, and had as- 
pired to sit on his right hand in his kingdom, and 
in his zeal had wished fire to come down from 
heaven on those who refused to receive his master, 
of him whose warm sensibility of temper we see 
transpires in every page of his writings ; these feel- 
ings, natural to one so loving and beloved as this 
disciple was, must have run high when he listened 
to lamentations which shewed such extremity of 
anguish, — " My God ! my God ! why hast thou for- 
saken me " ? But I speak of his religious thoughts ; 
for that was not a scene simply to affect the natural 
feelings ; there was in it an awful character of 
religious solemnity. These very words were the 
well known language of sacred writ, and all that 



The First and the Last 11 

Jesus uttered, and all that he did, bore reference to 
the prophetic word of God. 

What then in those moments may be supposed 
to have been the religious thoughts of St. John ? 
How dark and mysterious must the ways of Pro- 
vidence have seemed, if we imagine him to have 
reflected upon them thus : — How is it that the 
righteous is forsaken ? for this man was righteous 
beyond the measure of humanity. How is it that 
G od has forsaken his own ? Once and again a voice 
from heaven has sounded in our ears, which said 
of him, " This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased ;" and again, recently, when we heard 
him pray that his Father would *' glorify him ivith 
the glo7^ which he had with him before the world 
hegaUy' the same voice responded to his prayer ; but 
now God has forsaken him, and he who we trusted 
'^should have redeemed Israel" has expired in our 
sight. 

Such is the train of thought, brethren, which 
seems to have actuated the minds of Christ's most 
attached disciples in those moments when, as yet, 
they knew not that he must rise from the dead ; 
such was the language of those two who conversed 
respecting his death on the road to Emmaus ; and 
when Mary Magdalene, on the first day . of the 
week, went to those who had been with him as they 
mourned and wept, and told them the glad tidings 
of his resurrection, such, no doubt, were the melan- 
choly impressions which at that glorious and blesse^ 



12 The First and the Last. 

moment for the followers of the Saviour, were still 
saddening their hearts to such an extent, that when 
they heard he was alive and had been seen of her, 
they believed it not. 

Here, then, let us for a moment pause to reflect 
on this — that in the very act of forsakinof, as it 
seemed, his righteous Son, God was preparing for 
him a glory still greater than that which he had 
with him before the world begun, even the glory of 
leading many sons to the same glorified state ; and 
in that hour of darkness, when the minds of the 
disciples were most cast down and they mistinisted 
most the Providence of God, in that hour was their 
great salvation wrought. 

Yet were there two of their number who, before 
this, at the first announcement that the body of 
Jesus Wits no longer in the place in which it had 
been laid, ran to ascertain the fact, and he who had 
been the last to leave the cross was the first to 
reach the sepulchre, and he saw and believed. 
After this, he was present on four occasions when 
Christ shewed himself to his disciples and conversed 
with them, and has minutely detailed the circum- 
stances of three of these interviews and the rigorous 
proofs which were afforded of the identity of his 
person. and substance. 

Let us thank God, brethren, for having crowned 
the evidence of our religion with testimony so satis- 
factory as this. It is in my judgment the highest 
confirmation of our faith, that we have the record of 
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an actual eye-witness, the record of the beloved dis- 
ciple himself to the facts of the death and resurrec- 
tion of him " that liveth and was dead, and is alive 
for evermore, and has the keys of hell and of 
death." 

Let me next call your attention to the preceding 
words of this remarkable text, " I am the first and 
the last." The two following passages in the Rev- 
elations are similar to this : — '^ And he said unto 
me, it is done ; I am Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and the end ; I will give unto him that is 
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely ;" 
and, " Behold) I come quickly, and my reward is 
with me, to give every man according as his work 
shall be ; I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the end, the first and the last." Compare these 
with the present text, which I shall translate more 
literally than it is given in our version. — " I am the 
first and the last, and the Living One ; and I be- 
came dead, and behold I am alive for evermore." 
We know, my brethren, who is the Living One, 
who it is that hath life in himself ; we know who it 
is that ^^ shall come quickly, and reward every man 
according to his works ;" we know who it is that 
"became dead and is alive again for evermore." 
It is Jesus, then, who speaks ; it is Jesus whom 
the beloved disciple here describes as one "like 
unto the Son of Man, his head and his hairs white 
like wool, white as snow, and his eyes as a flame of 
fire, and his feet like unto fine brass as if they 
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burned in a furnace, and his voice as the sound of 
many waters ; and he had in his riglit hand seven 
stars, and out of his mouth went a two-edged 
sword, and his countenance was as the sun shineth 
in his strength ; and when I saw him I fell at his 
feet as dead ; and he laid his hand upon me, and 
said unto me. Fear not, I am the first and the last, 
and the Living One." And again, therefore, when 
we read, '' I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which 
was, and which is to come," we find these words, 
clearly descriptive of the Most High God, so inti- 
mately blended with the description of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, that it is impossible to 
disunite them ; it is imj)ossible to make any 
division between him who here says, '' I am the 
first and the last, who was dead and am alive," and 
him Avho speaks the same language in the pro- 
phecies of Isaiah, ^^ I am the first and the last, and 
besides me there is no God." 

The same great truth thus fully expressed in the 
Revelations of St. John is not obscurely intimated 
in his Gospel, where he relates the answer of Christ 
to the question, " Hast thou seen Abraham ?" 
" Before Abraham was I Am ;" and again in the 
prayer to which I have already alluded, '^ Father, 
glorify me with the glory which I had with thee 
before the world began ;" and more distinctly in 
his preface to that gospel, '^ In the beginning Avas 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
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Word was God, all things were made by him, and 
without him was not anything made that was made ; 
in him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

Amidst these exalted views of the nature of the 
Redeemer, to which he attained in the perfectness 
of his age in Christ, St. John never lost sight of 
the scene which he had witnessed on Calvary, and 
in the visions with which he was favored, when 
he looked on him " whose name is called the Word 
of God, who hath on his vesture a name written, 
" King of kings and Lord of lords ;" he saw that 
that " vesture was dipped in blood ;" when he 
heard blessing, and glory, and honor, and power, 
rendered for ever and ever by every creature which 
is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth ; 
it was rendered " to the Lamb that was slain." 

But now, brethren, what a contrast do these 
ideas of Divine supremacy and human suffering 
present to the mind ! If the unjust, and painful, 
and ignominious cross was a mystery before, when 
the victim was regarded but as a righteous man, 
beloved and yet forsaken by heaven, what is it 
when the sufferer is known to be divine ? — a 
mystery, doubtless, tenfold more mysterious. Yet 
is it in its practical consequences intelligible enough. 
It was understood by the prophets of old ; " he was 
wounded," says Isaiah, *' for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we 
are healed." St. John says as much, '^ He is the 
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propitiation for our sins." "The blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth us from all sin ;" he says as much 
as the prophet has said, and he says no more ; and 
true it is that this goes not far to explain the 
causes of the mysterious method of our redemption ; 
it goes not far to explain why it pleased God to 
save us by putting his beloved Son to grief and 
making his soul an offering for sin ; it does not 
go far to satisfy us, if we indeed entertain the vain 
desire of fathoming the unsearchable counsels of the 
Almighty, but it places in connexion, brethren, two 
truths or facts of religion, which are intelligible to 
every capacity, and which, so connected, are preg- 
nant with the most important consequences. 

For if we believe that Jesus was a person of so 
high a dignity aS' to be the very image of the God 
of nature, and to have " a name written which no 
man knows but himself," only to be shadowed out 
by titles such as no creature dare assume, and if we 
believe withal that he drank the cup of the wrath 
of God, and sujffered all the pains and griefs of 
humanity, even to the last, and became dead for 
our sins, — then have we, brethren, a view of the sin- 
fulness of sin, which they cannot have by whom 
these truths are unknown or unfelt ; and thus it is 
that, as all the writings of the beloved disciple are 
pervaded in every part by the doctrines of the 
divinity and atonement of Christ, so are they no 
less impregnated with those earnest exhortations to 
avoid sin, and to aspire to the highest degree of 
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human perfection, which properly belong to such 
truths. '' He that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself even as He is pure." '^ Ye know that He 
was manifested to take away sin, and in Him is 
no sin." " Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin." " Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth 
not." '' Whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him nor 
known Him." " These things I write unto you 
that ye sin not ;" but he adds, '^ If any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous, and he is the propitiation for our sins." 
And here, my brethren, is a second consequence of 
these great truths not less important to us as an 
encouragement than the former as a warning ; to 
this may a nature, frail and liable to sin even in its 
highest state of perfection, look with hope and con- 
fidence that its hope of forgiveness is founded on so 
vast a propitiation and so mighty an advocate. In 
Jesus we are taught by his beloved disciple to see 
the author of our being and the hope of our end — 
to him we look as the first and the last who has 
partaken of our nature with all its temptations and 
tears, amidst all our trials here, amidst all the 
anxious views which we cannot but cast upon the 
future ; what could be so firm a support, what so 
sweet a consolation to the penitent and sincere be- 
liever as this, that it is Jesus who was the first 
and shall also be the last, who is and who is to 
come. For he cometh indeed again not without 
terror ; he cometh to judge the world ; and every 
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eye shall see him^ and they also that pierced him ; 
he Cometh bringing indeed vengeance to those ad- 
versaries who have pierced him with their sins and 
crucified to themselves the Son of God afresh ; but 
to those who " look for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ;" to all them who **love his appearing," 
he shall appear a second time unto salvation ; and 
they shall stand before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes and palms in their 
hands, and the number of them shall be ten 
thousand times ten thousand and thousands of 
thousands, and they shall say with a loud voice, 
*' Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing ;" '' For thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation." 



©ere ani ^txtdittx. 

York Minster f Advent Sunday , 1856. 

Revelations i. 8. 

" I AM Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, 
SAITH THE Lord, which is and which was, and which is to come, 
THE Almighty.'* 

rpHE service for this day is one which peculiarly 
JL calls off our attention from the visible to the 
invisible, from things transitory to that Being 
'^ which is and which was, and which is to come." 

Immediate objects press on every waking hour of 
our existence from the cradle to the grave, and 
seldom do we turn our view, brethren, off the beaten 
path, from the familiar field of earthly observation 
to the unknown country which lies beyond it, to 
prospects of which the distant outline is distinguished 
only by the eye of faith. 

Yet surely, there is in the spiritual constitution 
of every one amongst us something above this 
passing life, and these perishable objects, something 
capable of stretching itself beyond even the most 
comprehensive views of a mere earthly intellect to 
an apprehension of those livelier oracles which speak 
to us of Him ^' which is, and which was, and which 
is to come." 
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From the first dawn of reason we begin to inquire 
the cause of all we see around us ; and the truest 
measure of the rational power of any man's under- 
standing will be found in the success with which he 
prosecutes the inquiry. Here lies the foundation 
of faith, brethren, in that Being whom we are led 
by the analogues of our own consciousness to regard 
as the great first cause of all causation. 

The further we proceed in unwinding the wonder- 
ful web of natural effects, the fewer and simpler the 
laws to which we succeed in reducing them ; the 
more our wonder grows at the depth of that intelli- 
gence which has arranged the harmonious co-opera- 
tion of all the parts of so vast and complicated a 
machine, the more certainly we apprehend that 
everything in nature has been foreseen by one all- 
comprehending eye, and wrought by one overliving 
hand the more intimate becomes our conviction that 
there is no causation whatever which does not 
ultimately reside in the Almighty will of that great 
Spirit '^ which is, and whieh was, and which is to 
come." 

Viewed in this light, brethren, the works of 
Creation are objects of study instructive to the 
understanding and fruitful to the spirit of man, 
connecting the minutest of the admirable contriv- 
ances of nature with the grandest truths of religion. 
Every form and fashion of matter, every affection of 
motion, every faculty of life, every instinct and 
capacity of intelligence, — all the beautiful features 
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of the external world, the landscape of wood, and 
rocks, and floods, with its lights and shadows and 
aerial tints, the flowers that paint the field and scent 
the air, the gems and jewellery of the earth, the 
hum of insects, the song of birds, all the multifarious 
shapes of life that walk the land, animate the teem- 
ing waters and revel in the sky around us, in the 
abundant sufficiency of their diversified sagacities 
and manifest enjoyments ; — all these various objects, 
so delightful to the mind when it expatiates in its 
happier moods and rises above the level of vulgar 
sensualities and common cares ; — these pleasant 
companions of our earthly path grow into import- 
ance and are elevated to a rank among the wisest of 
our friends and the most edifying of our counsellors, 
then when they converse to us of '' Him which is, 
and which was, and which is to come." 

Then is the goodly scenery of the world no longer 
a passing pageant, and an idle dream ; then is there 
an everlasting significance in every form of natural 
beauty, and all the fitness of nature's mechanism — 
ia the geometric regularity of the facets of the crystal, 
the farsighted providence of the insect, the shape 
and colours, structure and instincts of every link in 
the marvellous chain of animated existence which 
traverses the air, floats in the ocean, and rests upon 
the land. Then do the abstruse speculations of 
profounder minds become indeed momentous and 
sublime; then, when he who traces through a thousand 
secondary forms the archetypal ideas of organic life 
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discerns in them that Divine essence wherever they 
subsist, and the discoverer of the abstract laws that 
rule the heavenly bodies in the fervent language of 
intellectual devotion exclaims *' O, my God, how 
great a geometer art Thou ? 

But on the other hand, brethren, then also when 
the observer of material objects, thus far spiritual- 
ized, raises his eye to the master-piece of the visible 
creation, the rational and moral nature of man, he 
stands amazed at the monstrous anomalies which it 
exhibits, his reason sinks under the burthen of that 
ancient question — '^ Canst thou by searching find 
out God? canst thou find out the Almighty to 
perfection ?" Such a one has made indeed the 
greatest of all natural discoveries ; he has found the 
Almighty ; he is tracing the first steps of infinite 
power, the resources of infinite wisdom ; his soul 
exults in the consciousness of pursuing with a 
kindred spirit the eternal conceptions of the great 
Master mind. The intellectual man is altogether 
satisfied wherever his intellect can penetrate '' the 
fulness of Him that fiUeth all in all." But the 
moral man, brethren, is he satisfied by the appear- 
ances which the book of nature lays before him, that 
'' whatever is, is right ?" What mean, then, those 
sounds of agony that pierce the feeling ear ? what 
those violations of right that shock the moral sense ; 
that predominance of passion, those gnawings of 
remorse, those triumphs of wrong-doing, that spec- 
tacle of sensual oppressive and cruel spirits, that 
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with their base orgies and horrid deeds defile the 
face of the earth and reduce our first admiration of 
that masterpiece of creation to a sensation of loathing, 
abhorrence and pity. 

For a solution of this most perplexing and dispirit- 
ing difficulty, if you would escape, brethren, from 
the barren wilderness of a scepticism which tends 
only to nullify the powers of the understanding and 
stupify the feelings of the heart, you must have 
recourse to the voice of revelation. 

There indeed you will find no reason rendered by 
Him " which is, and which was, and which is to 
come," why the highest attributes of His own un- 
limited perfection are underivable to inferior beings 
by any sudden act of power, but you will find satis- 
faction for the deep anxiety of your moral reflections ; 
you will find it testified to you by an oracle from 
heaven, and by the i^eligioics history of the human 
species, that He who is '^ the same yesterday, and 
to-day, and for ever " has worked hitherto, and still 
works, to the great end of inspiring that portion of 
his creatures, in whom a spiritual and material 
nature are conjoined, with the master virtue of piety, 
and all the attendant excellencies of pure and un- 
defiled religion. 

Had the Almighty required to be recognised as 
the author only and designer of the material world, 
no revelation but the book of nature were needful 
to that end ; but the moral world — ^that, indeed, 
brethren, needs a Divine interpretation; an in- 
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terpretation which explains to you the government 
of " Him which is, and which was/' by bidding you 
imit for Him that " is to come." 

Meanwhile He interprets himself ; offers both to 
you that receive and you that unhappily reject the 
offer ; to you that mind, and you that neglect, 
the voice from above. His guidance and IIu warn- 
ings. His oracles open your eyes to the vision of 
the Almighty in His coming time, and though 
" clouds and darkness are round about Him," yet 
has He here proclaimed that "righteousness and 
judgment" will be found in the end to be the 
" habitation of His seat." 

In the natural world all is Divine force, acting 
with unerring certainty to effect innumerable 
calculated results. In the moral loorld, on the 
contrary, this is the great problem which the Divine 
hand appears to be solving — to work out the greatest 
perfection which can be attained without a compelling 
force. And because it is His will to allow Uberty 
to the spirits less perfect than Himself hence the 
moral, evils which mingle with the good ; — hence 
that law of pain which He has admitted into His 
works as a corrective power and a warning voice. 

You are at full liberty, brethren, here on earth 
to form your own judgment and follow your own 
devices, to believe and to act wrongly or aright ; 
but it is at your own peril. If you believe not 
deeply and faithfully in Him "which was, and 
which is, and which is to come," you will never be 
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capable "of purifying yourselves even as He is pure " 
and therefore you can never " see God ;" therefore 
at that day when He that coineth shall come, when 
He who has already appeared on earth shall per- 
sonally appear again, it will be too late for you 
to recognise by sense the existence, the person, 
the righteous attributes, of the Judge of the whole 
earth. 

The equitable goodness of the Almighty has 
ordained that the leading quality which shall conduct 
our spirits up to His own right hand, shall be a 
reasonable, a willing, and a moral belief. The 
meaning of a reasonable, willing, and moral belief, 
may be made plain by contrasting it with those kinds 
of belief which have no spiritual, voluntary and 
rational character. If the advent of the Son of God, 
past and future, had not evidence sufficient to ap- 
prove it to minds anxious for truth, our faith in it 
would be irrational. If the coming of Christ were 
an event absolutely demonstrable to reason, our 
faith in it would be rnvoluntai'y. If our belief in the 
coming of Him that is to come, resembled that 
implicit belief with which the Moslem Arab is at this 
day expecting the prophesied advent of a temporal 
chieftain, it would contain none of the spiritual and 
moral principles of true religion. 

Nothing can be weaker, brethren, than the 
opinion which finds in the faith of such devotees, the 
real depth of a religious sentiment. For to what 
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else is their belief devoted but to the miserable 
idolatry of human passions personified in God ? 

Far other is that holy faith with which a Christian 
anticipates His advent " which is, and which was, 
and which is to come ;" the coming of Him in whose 
person the eternal essence of justice and mercy shall 
be fully developed ; that justice and that mercy the 
existence of which is now barely indicated to us by 
the general dispositions of providence, but which 
when it then descends, in all its wrath, and all its 
love, shall justify the ways of God to man, weed the 
tares from the wheat, purge away all the dross from 
the fine gold, and reduce out of this earthly alloy of 
evil His own perfect and everlasting good. 



C|)ristian perfections 

York Minster, 



Matthew v. 48. 



**I5e ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which 



IS IN heaven is perfect. 
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THERE is no character more common in the 
world than that of men who, being neither 
tainted with remarkable vices, nor possessed of any- 
unusual degree of excellence, would find, if they 
should cast up their spiritual accounts, at distant 
periods of life, an equal balance of right and wrong ; 
they are not worse this year than the last ; nor are 
they better ; they have not gone backward in things 
spiritual ; neither have they gone forward. 

Such men are generally very well satisfied with 
themselves ; their consciences do not violently ac- 
cuse them. They know that the temptations to which 
they yield are such as few others resist ; and, ac- 
cordingto the ordinary tenor of religious impressions, 
they trust that their imperfections will be pardoned 
through the merits of Christ by the mercy of God. 

The question which the present text leads us to 
ask is, whether these persons are speaking peace to 
their own souls when there is no peace ; whether 
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the moral and spiritual imperfections, which are 
thus easily pardoned by themselves will meet with 
the same indulgence from Almighty God. 

There are few, perhaps, who state this question 
distinctly to themselves ; but there are many who 
give it a practical answer in their manner of think- 
ing and acting, who regard themselves as good 
Christians and heirs of salvation, notwithstanding 
that they are in no degree realising or attempting 
to realise the precept of Christ, "Be ye perfect, 
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." 

Into this error they have fallen in consequence 
of taking for their standard a different measure 
from that on which the Gospel insists. Their rule 
is to be as perfect as most are among whom they 
live ; our Saviour s rule is that we should imitate 
the perfection of God. 

This is, doubtless, fixing our aim very high. 
Does it seem, brethren, too high an aim for human 
nature ? It is not, however, a solitary text which 
thus bids you to look upwards. The Gospel con- 
sists of little else than injunctions which imply the 
same thing. He who should practise all the pre- 
cepts of Christianity would indeed be " perfect ;" 
if we fully adhered to them we should be acting on 
principles far more perfect than any which ever 
prevailed among mankind. Our temperance, our 
charity, our zeal, would difier widely from any 
worldly pattern. Such a sovereignty over the appe- 
tites of the body and the impulses of the mind, that 
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they should neither interfere with our duties nor 
engross our affections ; such an intercourse with 
our neighbours that we should act towards every 
man as a bi'other ; such a zeal for our Maker that 
God would be in all our thoughts. Him should we 
behold intellectually " above all, in all, and through 
all." Him should we religiously admire in every 
secret of the curious mechanism of nature, and in 
every display of her ostensible magnificence ; our 
love for knowledge would be nothing less than a 
portion of our love for God. All the pleasures of 
the perfect Christian, whether in intellect or in 
sense, would be consecrated to Him in whom " he 
lives, and moves, and has his being." All the con- 
scious sensations of existence, every faculty of the 
mind, every affection of the heart, every feeling of 
enjoyment, and every promise of hope, would re- 
mind him of the gracious being, ^^ in whose hand is 
every living thing and the breath of all mankind." 
Godliness would be engrafted on all his morals and 
on all his motives, so that '^ whatsoever he did he 
would do it to the Lord and not unto men." Both 
in the sunshine and the storms of life, '' in living and 
dying he would be the Lords." No afflictions 
would depress his spirit, no cares would cloud his 
cheerfulness ; " though troubled on every side, yet 
not distressed," he would stand upon the earth a 
being superior to the herd of mankind, his eye filled 
with the prospect of eternity, his soul stayed upon 
his Saviour, and his care cast upon his God. 
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Did ever any one attain to the perfect consumma- 
tion of such a character as that of which I have now 
given you an outline from the Scriptures ? What 
says the great apostle St. Paul in speaking of him- 
self ? '^ Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already j^^e^^ec^ ; but this one thing I 
do : forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus." 

In these expressions of the Apostle, you may dis- 
cern, brethren, the use of a standard of perfection, 
surpassing not only the common practice of the 
world, but tlie attainment even of the wisest and 
best of men. Were we to interpret the present 
text as if it demanded of us to equal the infinite 
perfection of righteousness which exists in the attri- 
butes of God, well might we shrink from so im- 
practicable a requirement. Yet it would be no less 
an error to suppose that these words of Christ were 
uttered without any practical meaning. The sup- 
position that absolute perfection is expected at our 
hands would make void God's merciful ofier of 
eternal life ; but, on the other hand, it would make 
void the perfect law of God, if we should suppose 
ourselves at liberty to lose sight of the doctrine of 
this text, and relax our endeavours '^ to perfect 
holiness in the fear of God." 

The use of so high a standard is that we may be 
constantly approaching, though we cannot attain it ; 
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the meaning of the words, " be ye perfect," is— go 
on towards perfection ; the condition of salvation is 
a progressive conformity to the Divine will. It be- 
longs not to human nature to spring up at once to 
maturity of excellence ; but we have the power of 
spiritual improvement given to us from above ; and 
the text calls upon us to exercise that power by 
growing in grace, and acquiring by degrees a nearer 
resemblance to our Father which is in heaven. 

Thus, brethren, the mercy of God is brought 
down within our reach, whilst the law of God is 
available in all its integrity — not as a measure of 
our acceptance with him, but as the aim of our 
efforts and the guide of our lives. Here, then, is 
something distinct, by which you may be enabled to 
judge whether you are on the road to heaven. It 
is not well to be left in doubt on a subject so 
momentous as this. But how are you to form a 
j udgment of your spiritual state and consequent ex- 
pectations ? Should you take for a test your con- 
formity to the common morals of the world, what 
trust could you repose in a rule so uncertain in it- 
self and so plainly rejected by the Scriptures ? 
Should you attempt to estimate the absolute value 
of your attainments in righteousness, how can you 
tell what amount of service so defective as yours 
the Almighty will accept ? But if you will look to 
this criterion of growth in grace, of an increasing 
conformity to the will of God, and a continual ad- 
vance towards the perfection of his righteousness, 
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you will have a solid ground for judging of your 
own spiritual condition. 

The deceitfulness of the human heart has less 
room for working when the question to your con- 
sciences is limited to this one plain enquiry, — 
" H ave I during the last year felt and shewn more 
love towards my God and towards my neighbour ; 
have I exercised more strictness of self-government 
than I did a year ago ?" You may be satisfied that 
you are on the way to heaven if, in comparing the 
state of your mind and the course of your conduct 
with what they were a while back, you find that 
you are gaining ground ; gaining ground, I say, in 
the endeavour to be " perfect, even as your Father 
in heaven is perfect." 

Lastly, let it not be thought that this is true only 
to a certain point. Let no man imagine that he 
has already arrived at the maturity of his spiritual 
character ; let no man, however improved in holi- 
ness or advanced in life, conclude that he has done 
his best and must remain henceforward what he 
now is. It was Paul '^ the aged," of wdiom I have 
reminded you, that, " forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before," he continued ^^ to press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus," and exhorted all around him to 
do likewise. " Let us," he says, " as many as be 
perfect be thus minded." There is no exception to 
the maxim, that ^Hhe path of the just is as a 
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shining light, which shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day." Even to the last ebb of life it is 
the Christian s privilege to go on from strength to 
strength towards that Divine perfection to wliich 
he aspires ; it is his to be changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the spirit of 
the Lord, and to obey from childhood even unto 
hoary hairs the sublime command, " Be ye perfect, 
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." 
On the liead thus found in the way of righteousness 
the crown of glory gradually descends. Milder and 
better with increase of years, stronger in spirit as 
the flesh decays ; weaned from the earth and pre- 
paring for heaven, how grateful are the recollections, 
how glorious the prospects, how beautiful the 
radiance of the departing saint. He has finished 
his course ; he has kept the faith ; he has fought 
the good fight. Peacefully does he pass to the 
crown of glory, won for him by an arm more mighty 
than his own ; gladly does he advance from the 
labour to be perfect into the all perfecting presence 
of his Father which is in heaven, from a state where 
the best are imperfect to a condition and a society 
of pure and unmingled perfection. 
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York Minster, Advent Sunday y 1848. 

Romans xiii. 12. 

** TUK NtOUT IS FAR SPENT ; TH£ DAY IS AT HAND. 
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IT in cUHtoiuary to liken human life to the different 
|)harto» of the day ; to describe youth as the dawn 
of our oxUtonco and manhood as its noon ; to compare 
tx\*\} with the uvoning and death with the setting of 
iho Hun ; to speak as if on this side the grave shone 
the light of day whilst beyond it lay the darkness 
of night. 

Such indeed is the natural view in which the 
greater part of mankind contemplate their passage 
through the world, a view which casts the shadows 
of life deeper as our years hasten on and leaves to 
our age the gloomy and reluctant reflection that the 
day is far spent, the night is at hand. 

The thoughts of the apostle, brethren, are just 
the converse of these. The text breathes the Spirit 
of one who is sitting in darkness and waiting for the 
morning light. The bright season is all before him, 
time therefore for him, cannot move too fast ; the 
lapse of every moment brings higher that sunshine 
of which he welcomes the approach ; ^^ now is our 
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salvation nearer than when we believed ;" nearer 
noio than when first we begaii our Christian course ; 
we have passed through more of the dark hours of 
our present existence, we are drawing closer to the 
dawn of another world. " The night " — the night 
of life — ''is far spent;" "the day" — the daylight 
of death — " is at hand." 

The purpose for which St. Paul here compares the 
present life to the departing night, and the future 
to the coming day, is chiefly to impress on our minds 
two momentous considerations — first, that the light 
is about to burst on our most secret transactions — 
secondly, that from the bright day which is coming 
the works of darkness will be excluded, whilst full 
scope will be afforded for the exercise of those 
principles which love the light. These considerations 
are both included in the context of this expressive 
exhortation. 

'' The night is far spent :" — the time of obscurity, 
the season for concealment, will soon be passed. 
In this life the providence of God has thrown a veil 
over human character, and screened us from the 
observation of each other ; our principles and motives 
repose in the dark chambers of our hearts, unseen 
by the world, unfathomed perhaps even by ourselves. 
But the night, the period of invisibility, is far spent ; 
'' the day is at hand " when the Almighty will 
make manifest the counsels of the heart and *' set 
our secret sins in the light of His countenance," 
when we shall be exposed without reserve or disguise 
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to the view of angels and of men ; when the word 
will be fulfilled "whatsoever ye have spoken in 
darkness shall be heard in the light, and that which 
ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be pro- 
claimed upon the housetops," 

It is true, brethren, the eye of God is upon us 
equally every day, and there is no eye which ought 
in reason so greatly to be feared ; but yet we know 
that men will commit sins before heaven, which 
they would be ashamed to own before their earthly 
friends. If then these human feelings operate 
where higher considerations fail, contemplate, you 
that have not cast off the hidden works of darkness, 
that day, " when the secrets of all hearts shall be 
disclosed," and consider how you will meet the eye 
even of those you have reverenced on earth ; you 
are conscious that if all which eludes their observa- 
tion were now divulged you would forfeit their 
esteem, and therefore you live under a mask ; think 
then — the hour is at hand when the private sin will 
be brought to view and the double mind unfolded 
in the broad light of that transparent day. 

Reflect, if in such circumstances you would shrink 
from the observation of former friends, with what 
feelings you would bear the survey of a holier eye. 
For it is one thing to brave the unseen and un- 
interposing God in this world, and another to stand 
naked in His presence when the clouds shall have 
rolled away which now conceal Him from your 
sight. The same day which compels you to be seen 
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will also enable you to see. The world of spirits 
will then be before you in a sensible and apparent 
form ; the distinctions of good and evil will come 
out in a clearer and more vivid light. And how in 
this scene of pure illumination will the works of 
darkness look ? the base debaucheries, the enfuried 
passions, the selfish aims, the idle, dissolute, and 
useless life — what a spectacle to the assembled 
world ! what a page to be revealed by the dayspring 
of celestial glory amidst the efiulgence of the saints 
in light ! 

And then will appear too in the same unclouded light 
the wasted talents, the neglected graces, the armour 
which you might have put on, the means which had 
been afforded you of attaining to honor instead of 
being covered with shame. That day will shew 
what you might have been, as well as what you are, 
how the hand of the Redeemer was stretched out to 
recover, how the spirit of God strove to renew, liow 
capable of rising to heaven was that soul which has 
grovelled to hell. It will shew you the beauty of 
that holiness to which you ought to have aspired, 
and the felicity of that favor which you might have 
enjoyed. 

The day of righteous revelation, brethren, is also 
the day of restitution of all things, the day on which 
there shall be '^ created a new heavens and a new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness ; " and the 
words of the text, in the second place, direct your 
views to the dawning of t1iat day. 
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Now is the long looked for era of salvation ap- 
proaching, " the night is far spent ; the day is at 
hand/' — the daybreak of a more glorious existence. 
Therefore " now it is high time to awake out of 
sleep," to shake off the slumbers of a benighted 
world, its idle phantoms and feverish dreams, to 
recall your thoughts from its delusive hopes and 
free them from its shadowy fears ; ^^ let us cast off the 
works of darkness and put on the armour of light," 
— let us arise like the soldier who buckles on his 
armour at the break of day, and girds himself for 
feats of glory and for fields of triumph. Let us 
make ready for the high calling of the coming dawn ; 
let us prepare ourselves to move with honor in the 
scenes of light. Let us strike at once into the path 
which, when the sun is risen, we shall be required 
to pursue — " let us walk honestly as in the day, not 
in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and 
wantonness, not in strife and envying." The man 
whose dark walk on earth was in the mire and slough 
of sensual appetites, who has dimmed his reason 
with habits of intoxication and sealed his eyelids in 
the softness of luxury, till every noble principle is 
unnerved in 'his breast — the man who has yielded to 
the jealous impulses of an envious mind till his 
thoughts are gall, and his words wormwood, and his 
conversation is pregnant with scandal, satire, and 
sarcasm — the man who has suffered his resentful 
passions to run wild till at every provocation his 
anger rises like a whirlwind, and has yielded to the 
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violences of his prejudices till every difference 
becomes a cause for antipathy and hatred — all these 
disquaUfy themselves by the blind and fleshly habits 
contracted on earth from prospering in the day of 
heaven. " To be carnally minded is death/' not by 
judicial sentence only, but by its natural consequences 
in a higher state of existence ; and in such a state 
" to be spiritually minded," is of its own nature, 
" life and peace ; " upon this principle, brethren, the 
apostle counsels us to prepare for the approaching 
day ; he warns us " not to make provision for the 
flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof," and exhorts us, in a 
figurative and forcible phrase, to ^^ ptit on the Lord 
Jesus " — to put on, as the clothing which that day 
requires, the righteousness and character of Christ ; 
that we may be qualified to occupy a seat at his 
marriage feast, to be admitted among the spirits of 
the just, and converse with the children of light. 

If these views of the apostle are true, if you do 
believe, brethren, that every advance which, under 
the favour and power of the Divine Spirit, you are 
now enabled to make in Christian virtues, will give 
you a proportional capacity in the day of Christ for 
the glory to be revealed — ^then what ought to be 
the whole of your lives, but one course of prepara- 
tion for that day ? 

But, alas ! it is the chiefest defect of our minds 
that the most momentous events which can be fore- 
seen make little impression as long as they are 
thought to be indefinitely remote ; and therefore it 
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is that -whilst we regard the time ere the light of 
the great day of the Lord shall shine upon us as an 
undetermined period of immeasurable interval, the 
prospect, however awful, does not move us as it 
ought. But if we will correct that great infirmity of 
our minds, if we will credit the apostle when he 
admonishes us that ^^ the day is at /land" if we will 
take into account that in effect the second coming of 
Christ is no further removed from us than our dying 
hour — then, I think, to reflect on the condition in 
which that day will find us, must be to all a very 
serious and solemn, to many a most anxious and 
alarming consideration. In secular affairs we see 
that the anticipation of death does produce on every 
prudent person a practical effect ; and if it is other- 
wise in the concerns of the soul, this is partly owing 
to our not realising to ourselves the peremptory 
consequences which are at hand to the dying man. 
Were we to consider well, that in the grave a 
thousand years are but as one day, were we to regard 
the knell of departure as the summons to judgment, 
we should surely look with more solicitude into our 
spiritual accounts, and prepare with greater diligence 
for that public revelation and that mighty change. 

If the apostle Paul viewed the advent of the 
Judge of all as then impending, it cannot but be 
now at hand. From a few in this present congrega- 
tion it may be distant the greater part of the span 

allotted to mortality ; this individual may count 
forty years before its arrival, and that, ten ; to 
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another, it is even at the door. To all of us it is 
sensibly nearer at the return of the existing season 
than it was at the last. ^^ The day " which knows 
no night, and which ^^ needeth no candle, neither 
the light of the sun — " that day is at hand. " 
Whilst its momentous consequences for good or for 
evil furnish the most sublime excitement to the 
virtuous and the most tremendous warning tp the 
wicked, its close proximity, brethren, presses the 
consideration of those consequences on your own 
immediate notice, and renders them the most urgent 
motives that can be presented to you to " cast off 
the works of darkness and to put on the armour of 
light." 



P 



©iir Empire in ti|e lEdiSt 

Bolton Percy, May, 1859. 

Jeremiah li. 20, 

** Thou abt my battle axe and weapons of wab." 

IT is acknowledged by all men tliat the battle is 
the Lord s, and that in war as in peace He is 
the judge among the nations ; and yet the prayers 
and thanksgivings, brethren, in which these appar- 
ently pious acknowledgements are made have often 
been no better than public profanations of religion, 
in which it has been attempted to enlist the best of 
feelings in the worst of causes. History presents 
no spectacle more revolting to the]religious eye than 
that of rival states offering up their ^^ Te Deums " 
to God as fortune has crowned the arms of one or 
the other with victory, and given alternate triumphs 
to national pride and worldly policy. 

How deplorably, at the present moment, are the 
nations of Christendom keeping the Eastern Feast 
of that peaceful religion which opened the gates of 
mercy to mankind, by meditating wanton war on 
each other, and publicly invoking the blessing of 
heaven on violent counsels and banners consecrated 
to human carnage. Great reason has our sea-girt 
realm, brethren, to thank the kind providence of 
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God for having placed us in a position which insu- 
lates us from this awful thunder-cloud and leaves us 
under no temptation to involve ourselves in the 
guilty strife. 

Very different has been the warfare which we 
have recently been compelled to wage in defence of 
the Indian dominions of our Queen, for the happy 
conclusion of which we are now returning thanks to 
the Almighty Disposer of all events. That He 
does dispose and rule the terrible events of war, as 
He rules the tempest and the flood, so as ultimately 
to bnng good out of evil, no religious mind can 
doubt. The thunder clears the air, the inundation 
ends in fertilizing the ground ; the scourge of war 
is followed by more settled times and more peaceful 
principles ; and the general result of all the wars 
that have been waged in the world has been that 
the kingdom of God has been advanced by slow but 
certain degrees. This is our consolation in looking 
at the blood-stained plains of India, but this is no 
justification of the hateful rivalry and criminal policy 
which, in far the greater part of the quarrels of na- 
tions, have instigated them to make aggressions 
upon each other. True, in general, is that saying 
of the apostle, '^ whence come wars and fightings 
among you ? come they not hence even of your 
lusts ?" and nothing can be imagined more contrary 
to the will of God than the hateful lust of blood. 

Neither is success in arms any proof that Heaven 
is on our side. We know that tyrants who have 
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never had God before their eyes, regardless of all 
obligations human and divine, have, in all ages, suc- 
ceeded in spreading their power over the earth. We 
believe such men to be reserved like the spirits of 
evil, in the day of just retribution, to the "blackness 
of darkness for ever ;" but here on earth the banners 
of aggression have often been " favoured with con- 
quest's crimson wing ;" the mighty breakers of the 
peace of the world have risen to the highest pin- 
nacle of worldly glory, and been accounted among 
the greatest of men. 

Nevertheless, though *^ the floods lift up their 
waves, and rage horribly ; yet the Lord on high is 
mightier than the noise of many waters ; yea, than 
the mighty waves of the sea." Sooner or later, 
sometimes not till after the lapse of centuries^ the 
good purpose is worked out, for which the over- 
ruling providence of God has given scope to the 
enormities of men. 

Thus, it is easy to see that the unjust ambition, 
by which the great empires of Greece and Rome 
were animated and aggrandised, led to the easier 
difinsion of the Gospel over the civilised world ; 
and again in the Mahometan scourge which went 
out, and prevailing over the earth, established far 
and wide the terrible religion of the sword, we be- 
hold as the first consequence, half the irreclaimable 
idolatry of the world swept away by the besom of 
destruction, and the acknowledgement at least of 
the one true God substituted in its place. Lastly, 
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after the lapse of twelve centuries, we now see the 
domination of that unrighteous power crumbling 
away in every part of the earth which it had sub- 
dued, and perishing by its own inherent and self- 
destroying vices. 

In every case, brethren, we find it to be the 
fixed ordinance of Providence, founded in the 
nature of man, and shewn in the history of all 
human events, that there is no permanent stability 
in force without right, or in any counsel or conduct 
but in the principles and practice of true religion 
and virtue. The only political maxim which con- 
tains any lasting wisdom is that it is righteousness, 
the old truth proclaimed by the wisest of kings, 
which " exalteth a nation." 

With respect to the succession of our own coun- 
try to the immense dominion of the Indies, we dare 
not attempt to justify before God all that has ever 
been done in its acquirement ; but this at least we 
may conscientiously aver, that the extension and 
consolidation of that vast empire has been mainly 
won in resistance to unjust aggression and intoler- 
able crime. Nor has the English rule failed to 
redeem, as far as it might, by improving the govern- 
ment, whatever faults there may have been in 
acquiring the title. 

Still, brethren, the laws of a righteous Providence 
have ever held, by a slight and doubtful thread, a 
sword suspended over the heads of conquerors ; and 
many years of good government and equal laws 
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must pass before a rule established by force can be 
maintained in security and peace. 

In the late terrible struggle, however, between 
the established government of India and a per- 
fidious mutiny and perilous rebellion, we have to 
bless God for a marvellous and speedy success 
against unparalleled odds, a success due in the first 
place to the Providential disposal of many incal- 
culable events, and in the second place to that 
peculiar strength which the same Providence, by an 
ordinance for ever, has attached to a good cause. 

On this occasion, if the chivalrous heroism of the 
British soldier has achieved wonders against the 
most disproportionate numbers of ferocious and 
desperate men, it has been in a great measure due, 
I say, to the good cause in which he fought ; if one 
has been enabled '' to chase a thousand," it was 
that that one was fighting for the rescue of wife 
and child, of sisters and brothers, whilst the 
thousand were fighting against those whose salt 
they had eaten, conscious of wrong doing. 

Neither were the highest religious elements 
wanting on our part to this success, for so it was 
that many of the chief commanders in this war were 
distinguished not only as soldiers, but as eminently 
good and christian men, widely differing in that 
respect from some of those whose profligacy of con- 
duct a few years ago conduced to . the terrible dis- 
asters which befell our arms in Affghanistan. 

When the names of Havelock and the two 
Lawrences rise up to our recollections, as those 
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of men whose early exertions rendered it, humanly 
speaking, possible to save the lives of our country- 
men and maintain the dominion of Great Britain in 
India, remember, brethren, the high principle as 
well as the high daring of these truly great captains, 
and rejoice to observe in them, whether dead or 
living, the conscientious sense of duty, commanding 
the confidence of men and crowned with the bless- 
ing of God. 

All of us have heard of the lamented Sir Henry 
Lawrence, whose Indian administration, and whose 
farsighted provision for the safety of the garrison 
of Lucknow, in the defence of which he perished, 
have been so deservedly celebrated. But few, 
perhaps, are aware of the munificence with which 
that distinguished soldier and statesman founded 
and supported, chiefly by his own exertions and 
influence, large schools for the Christian education 
of the children of the English soldiery on the 
hill stations of San^wur and Mount Aboo. The 
need for such institutions lay in the debilitating 
climate of the plains in which the barracks of India 
are situated, and not less to the demoralising influ- 
ences which surround barrack life. On this subject 
the Rev. W. J. Parker, principal of the military 
asylum founded by Lawrence at Sanawur, on the 
Himalaya mountains, writes thus : — " The children 
in the plains die so early that only one in about 
five is found surviving the fifth year of Indian 
sojourn. Here they flourish like English children 



48 Our Empire in tlie East. 

in healthy country districts ; when left with their 
re^mcntH, if they get any education at all, they are 
subject to the vitiating influence of example which 
makes education useless. Here they grow up vir- 
tuous and happy, and ready for usefulness in the 
departments of Government when of sufficient age." 
In these schoob the children are admitted between 
the ages of three and ten years, and remain in them 
till the age of sixteen ; destitute orphans are main- 
tained and provided for in life. Fatherless cliildren 
are received free of expense. The recent calamities 
in India liave already thrown many of these unfor- 
tunate orphans, and must throw many more, on 
the charity of these asylums. A third asylum on 
the Neilgherrie hills had been projected by Sir 
Henry Lawrence before the mutiny, as if prophetic 
of the approaching need, and has since been erected 
as a fitting memorial of one of India's truest bene- 
factors, and the foremost man whom the mutiny 
struck down. 

In September last, at a meeting presided over by 
the Bishop of Madras, it was resolved to establish 
another such institution for that Presidency, forwhich 
large subscriptions have been collected in India, 
and subscriptions are now solicited from England 
to effect its completion. Simultaneous steps were 
taken for the establishment of one likewise in the 
northern district adjoining the Indus, by the other 
no less celebrated Lawrence, who, as Chief Com- 
missioner of the Punjaub, not only controlled 
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during the mutiny the hardiest of all the nations 
under our rule, but sending them forth to the aid 
of that small British force which stood facing a host 
of enemies ten times their number, was the princi- 
pal means, under Providence, of all the successes 
that followed. 

I am enabled to quote to you the words of that 
eminent man, who, after expressing his wish for 
two more asylums in addition to those which I have 
named, says, — " I am sure there would be as many 
applicants as all these institutions could maintain. 
The demand of a suitable refuge for the poor 
orphans of the soldiers in India is in my mind of 
paramount importance." 

And now, brethren, to the account which I have 
given you of the purpose for which your Christian 
liberality is solicited on this day of thanksgiving for 
the Divine mercy vouchsafed unto us in a great 
crisis of England's fortunes, I will only add that as 
there is no reward which will be dearer to the sur- 
vivors of those brave men, for whose high-principled 
prowess we ought all to feel grateful, than to see 
that their countrymen at home interest themselves 
in the care of their children, so also to Him to 
whose protecting providence a still higher gratitude 
is due for having raised up for us those " weapons 
of war," no offering can be more acceptable than 
that of contributing our aid to Institutions which 
are thus humanely and judiciously discharging the 
duty of visiting in their affliction those whom the 
war has left fatherless and unprotected. 



Elje present €mt a l^robation* 

AshIzc Sermon, York Minuter, Dec, 21. 

2 PfiTEii, iii. 3, 4. 

^^ There shall come in the last days scoffebs, walking 
after tueib own lusts, and saying, whebe is the promise of 

His COMING ? fob since the FATHEBS fell asleep all THINGS 
CONTINUE AS THEY WERE FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION." 

IN these words the Apostle intimates, that, as the 
years roll on and bring v/ith them no change in 
the common course of nature, scoflfers would arise 
arguing that things continue for ever as they were, 
and discarding all the moral restraints which spring 
from the expectation of a day of account and retri- 
bution. St. Peter warns us against entertaining 
such sentiments as these. He reminds us that with 
the Lord a thousand years are but as one day ; he 
tells us that the day will come ^' when the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat ; the earth also, and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up ;" and he 
would have you consider, brethren, " since all these 
things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ye 
ought to be in all holy conversation and godliness." 



The Present Time a Probation. 51 

And so it is that in these last days there are 
many, who knowing from experience the great 
natural truth, that all things in the material world 
are subjected to an uniform system of fixed laws, do 
not discern the necessity under which our reason 
lays us to regard those laws as liable to change or 
limitation. Yet ive believe, brethren, and even they 
who regard not the promise of Christ's coming 
believe, that there wets a "beginning of the creation," 
when all things, with the mechanical laws which 
fixed their forms and regulate their movements, came 
into existence through the power and wisdom of an 
Almighty mind. If there was a beginning of the 
existing system, why should there not be an end, 
especially if it contain marks of not being intended 
to last for ever ? 

When we go on from observing the manifold 
evidences of intelligence and design displayed in the 
constitution of nature to ponder on the action of its 
fixed laws, as they affect sentient and moral creatures, 
we lose the track of Divine wisdom, and often stand 
aghast at the suflferings of such natures under the 
iron rule of an undiscriminating machinery. 

If the Author is intelligent, is He not also just 
and merciful ? Whence then these pains and injuries 
which a system indifferent and inexorable to all that 
come across its path entails on a multitude of victims, 
on man especially, the most sensitive of all sentient 
beings, to whose nature is super-added a rational 
sensibility to the differences between good and evil. 
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between kind and injurious treatment. This is the 
great difficulty of natural religion. The mind which 
looks up to God as a Being the highest of whose 
attributes are righteousness and love, can find no 
difficulty in any intervention of the Divine will to 
restore order in the moral world. It is not the 
supernatural, but the natural order of things in our 
world, which appears unruitural to the best ideas 
and deepest reflections of the natural man. We 
have no reason to wonder that our righteous Creator 
should have interposed by a special providence to 
deliver a righteous man from the jaws of the lions. 
The wonder is that His interpositions for the sake 
of justice and mercy have been so rare ; or rather, 
the real wonder is that He has subjected His moral 
creatures to the unsparing force of fixed natural 
laws which distinguish not between good and evil. 
We can easily understand that the capital miracle of 
creation might, for sufficient reasons, be followed by 
other miracles : but the constitution which crushes 
the innocent with the guilty under the wheels, as it 
seems, of a blind fatality — that, * I say, is the great 
difficulty of religion which leaves the deist without 
any consistent idea of God ; and that, brethren, is 
the difficulty, that is the natural mystery, which the 
miraculous revelation of Christianity has alone been 
able to explain. 

Look, for example, at the beneficent author of that 
revelation himself, who " went about doing good," 
" holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners ; " 
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see him agonised without redress on the dreadful 
cross, and to all appearance forsaken of God ; put 
aside the miracles by which he proved his mission 
from on high, and the light which you have derived 
from that supernatural mission ; give credit to 
those misinterpreters of nature who magnify her 
ordinary laws, from which consequences flow so 
repugnant to your moral feelings, as if they were 
the sole manifestation of the Deity ; — and you will 
seek in vain for any explanation of such calamities 
to the righteous at all consistent with your concep- 
tions of an equitable Governor of the world. 

Let every one who acknowledges a God observe 
the just conclusion from these reflections ; let him 
observe that the ordinary laws of this material world, 
in relation to the life that is in it, and to man in 
particular, are not that part of the work of God 
which is most easy of comprehension, but on the 
contrary the most mysterious, and that in relation 
to Him they cannot be considered as the natural, 
but as an exceptional constitution of things. Let 
us beware of falling into the error of those super- 
ficial students of nature who set up a physical idol 
in their minds, and presume that under the absolute 
dominion of the known laws of the material world, 
" all things" must for ever ^^ continue as they were." 
In other points of view, let us admire the wonderful 
mechanism of the world, and the numberless con- 
trivances of the great artificer ; let us expatiate on 
the grand truth, that "the heavens declare the glory 
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of God and the firmament sheweth his handy work;" 
let us thank that Providence by which the life- 
sustaining sun continues to rise and set upon the 
earth ; but let us not mistake these instances for the 
chief exercise of the attributes of the Almighty, nor 
confine his witness to himself within such narrow 
grooves. Let us not imagine that the sun has risen 
and set from all eternity on such scenes as these, 
nor doubt that were He to rise no more, when "the 
heavens shall be dissolved, and the earth shall melt 
with fervent heat," the change will tend to the har- 
mony of the universe, and that faith and virtue will 
arise triumphant amid " the wreck of matter and 
the crash of worlds." 

Of the present state of things, where the des- 
potism of fate seems to reign, no explanation, I say, 
has ever been given, but that which has come to us 
on the supernatural authority of the Gospel of 
Christ. There you learn that this system is a Divine 
provision of corrective discipline for reclaiming free 
agents from an exceptional condition of moral defile- 
ment ; there our material world is shown to be a 
temporary land of exile from the presence of God 
out of which the redeemed spirit escapes through 
the gate of suffering and death ; there the apparent 
flaw in the system of Divine government proves to 
be a merciful plan for bringing the greatest good 
out of that evil, which by the abuse of his liberty 
man has heaped upon himself. 



The Present Time a Probation. 55 

It is ours, brethren, standing amidst the re- 
volutions of a fearful machinery, to regard the 
changes and chances of our mortal life with 
an eye to this their true intent ; it is ours to 
appreciate rightly the conditions of a proba- 
tionary state. If pain and suflfering are our 
path to the noblest excellences of our nature, and 
consequently to its greatest blessedness, if the 
temptations of every kind which assail us, once 
conquered, lead the victor on the road to glory, if 
there is a day coming when the purified spirit shall 
be no more subject to mysterious fatalities, and the 
effluence of the Divine will shall become the sole 
law of the spiritual universe, — there we see clearly 
how this preliminary order of things, standing for a 
while, like a refiner s fire, to prepare the pure gold 
for the treasury of heaven, may well consist with 
the wisdom and benevolence of God. 

It has been truly said, that there is not on earth 
a sight so worthy of all admiration as that of " a 
good man struggling with the storms of fate." Were 
those storms to be arrested before they could touch 
the good, were a special Providence usually to 
interpose between the good man and the accidents 
of life, where would be the trial of his faith ? if the 
sword and the fire were to have no power over the 
bodies of the saints, where would be the martyr's 
crown ? 

When the three faithful '* children" of old were me- 
naced with the fiery furnace, the reflection that the 
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God whom they served was " able to deliver them," 
did not express a confidence half so noble as did the 
words which followed, — *' but if not, be it known 
unto thee, O, king, that we will not serve thy God, 
nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up/* 

And again, in later times, when our own martyrs 
for their testimony to the pure word of God 
yielded their bodies to the torment of the flames, 
not looking for deliverance but trusting to '* play 
the man," and by constancy under suffering to 
'^ light up such a fire in England as by the grace of 
God shall never be put out," these holy confessors 
were ^' set forth as a spectacle to the world, to 
angels, and to men," of a fortitude more magnanimous, 
and a self devotion more sublime, than could any- 
where be seen, except in this dark comer of the 
mysterious dispensations of God. 

To support men under so severe a discipline and 
to invigorate their virtue thus tried by the law of 
suffering, it has pleased God to grant us a transient 
glimpse of that more perfect dependence of all things 
on His will and attributes which shines upon the rest 
of the universe, but appears not in the usual order 
of this material world. For a very few years of the 
world's history such a glimpse was opened to us 
from the everlasting throne by the miraculous mis- 
sion of Christ, — yet no further than sufficed to uplift 
the eagle eye of faith, and fix it on a distant day, 
and a God who seems to be far off. 

When Jesus likened his heavenly Father to a 
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man who planted a vineyard, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a far country for a long 
time ; when he described himself as a man taking a 
far journey, "who left his house and gave authority 
to his servants," he pointed out this as the principle 
of God's dealing with men, — to withdraw from them 
during their day of probation, the sensible tokens of 
his presence, in order that they might be left at full 
liberty to use the talents entrusted to them at their 
own discretion till the day of account shall come. 

Nor is there any inconsistence between this prin- 
ciple and that promise of the Saviour, — " Behold I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world." His spiritual ^9?'e5e72ce and his bodily ab- 
sence are both subsidiary to our salvation. It is 
more conducive to our edification to listen to the 
secret whispers of the Divine Spirit, than it would 
be to see miracles wrought in our streets; — " Blessed 
are they that have not seen and yet have believed." 
To view the Lord of all with the wondering eye of 
flesh would furnish no such proof of the temper of 
our souls, as to " behold him always on our right 
hand" by the pure vision of the inner man. Therefore 
has he "journeyed" in respect of our senses, not to 
his own essence, into a far country, and has " given 
authority to his servants, to every man his work, 
and commanded the porter to watch." 

But the day of miracle shall surely return, bring- 
ing with it the restitution of all things ; then shall 
the entire law of the universe be the express image 



68 The Present Time a Probation. 

of its all-righteous Author; and then shall the 
fulfilment of his good pleasure in Christ render to 
every righteous act and thought its immediate 
recompense of reward. Live, brethren, in expect- 
ation of that better day. Regard the present scene 
as one of tmal^ the present season as one of trust. 
According to your faith in these truths will be 
your faithfulness in performing the work entrusted 
to you ; and according to your work will be the 
measure meted you in the brighter time which suc- 
ceeds to the shadows of this present world. Yes, 
brethren, let us live in expectation of that day ; 
with full faith in Him who taught us to expect it, and 
taught us also to expect it in the joyful serenity of 
hope ; let us turn all that befalls us to that one 
account, " now in the time of this mortal life in 
which He came to visit us in great humility, that 
in the last day when he shall come again in His 
glorious Majesty to judge both the quick and dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal throAigh Him who 
liveth and reigneth with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, one God now and ever." 



E[)e Eestimong of tfie BelobrH Bisctple. 

lorA: Minster, SejK 24, 1848. 



St. John xxi. 24. 



'' This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and 



WBOTE these things AND WE KNOW THAT HIS TESTIMONY IS TBUE. 



»» 



THE things to which testimony is here borne by 
one who states that he has committed them to 
writing with a certain knowledge of their truth, 
differ from common historical facts in so far as the 
question whether they are true is affirmed by the 
writer to be of vital importance to every one who 
reads or listens to them. 

It was on that account, he tells you, that he wrote 
them ; not as is often done to give a complete 
biography of a deceased friend and a person of note 
in the world's history : " For many other signs truly 
did Jesus in the presence of his disciples which are 
not written in this book ; but these are written that 
ye might believe, and that believing ye might have 
life in his name." 

So that we may go further and say that the testi- 
mony of this witness not only relates to things of 
vital importance to us ; but that it professes to 
include all that is so, and no more ; neither more 
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nor less than what is enough to establish in us that 
faith on which our eternal life depends. 

The ground on which Jesus asked for the faith of 
those who saw and heard him was that he " had 
done among them such works as none other man 
did." The ground which He laid for the belief of 
those who have not seen Him is recorded in another 
sentence addressed to his first disciples, "and ye 
also shall bear witness unto me because ye have 
been with me from the beginning." He selected 
certain individuals to company with him from the 
beginning to the end of his ministry whom he satis- 
fied of his Divine Authority by the Divine Acts 
which he wrought in their presence, as he went in 
and out among them, and whose minds he imbued 
with his Divine discourses : they are his witnesses 
to us ; and the Providence of God has brought down 
the witness of some among them through many 
generations couched in theii' own words. 

There is a material difterence, brethren, between 
the credibility and accuracy of a hearsay witness and 
one personally jyresent at the occurrences which he 
describes. It is to the latter character that the 
testimony offered to us in the present text lays 
claim : " that which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and 
our hands have handled of the word of life ; (for 
the life was manifested and we have seen it and 
bear witness and shew unto you that eternal life 
which was with the Father, and was manifested 
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unto us) ; that which we have seen and heard de- 
clare we unto you that ye might have fellowship 
with us." 

This difference is well exemplified in the occur- 
rence to which the text immediately refers. On 
hearsay of certain words spoken by Jesus in relation 
to him who testifieth these things, '^ a saying went 
abroad among the brethren that that disciple should 
not die." Had this saying been written and trans- 
mitted as if spoken by Jesus, the death of that 
disciple would have thrown a serious difficulty in the 
way of our faith ; but the real answer, as recorded 
by the individual to whom it referred and in whose 
hearing it was spoken, sets this right. For " Jesus 
said not, he shall not die ; but if I will that he tarry 
till I come what is that to thee." 

It is of consequence then to us, brethren, that 
the disciple who testifieth these things and wrote 
these things was present when they were transacted, 
had such ample means of testifying them and has 
testified them with so minute a reality of circum- 
stances that we may know his testimony to be true. 

It is natural for us to ask who this disciple was. 
He has. nowhere told us. It is remarkable that 
in giving so circumstantial an account of the 
things which he had seen and heard, and in some 
of which he had himself borne a chief part he 
not only refrains from ever using the words 
^I,' or 'me,' but never once pronounces his own 
name. We have nothing indeed in any part of 
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Scripture, whatever we may know from tradition, 
by which to fix with certainty who this disciple was. 
This peculiarity throughout his narrative of declining 
to make his o^ person conspicuous though it is his 
own personal evidence which he is giving, indicates 
at least the character of the man, which is of more 
importance to us than his name. 

He has however given a description of himself by 
which doubtless he was recognized among the 
brethren at the time he wrote. This was " the 
disciple whom Jesus loved, who also leaned on his 
breast at supper and said, Lord, which is he that 
betray eth thee ? " When these things were written, 
some fifty years had passed since the conversation 
here alluded to ; yet the recollection of the love 
which Jesus had shewn him still so rested in the old 
man's heart that he would describe himself in no 
other manner than as "the disciple whom Jesus 
loved." Thus he identifies himself to us as present 
when the peculiar manner of Peter s death and his 
own lengthened life, protracted beyond the visita- 
tions of Jerusalem, were shadowed out beforehand ; 
and thus also he identifies himself to us as having 
stood at the foot of the cross " when Jesus saw his 
mother and the disciple standing hy whom he loved; 
he saith unto his mother. Woman, behold thy 
son I then saith he to the disciple. Behold thy 
mother I and from that hour that disciple took her 
unto his own home." And so again he identifies 
himself as a personal witness of the resurrection of 
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Jesus, when he tells us how Mary Magdalene 
" runneth and cometh to Simon Peter and to the 
other disciple whom Jesus loved, and saith unto 
them, They have taken away the Lord out of the 
sepulchre and we know not where they have laid 
him. Peter therefore weni forth and that other 
disciple and came to the sepulchre. So they ran both 
together and the other disciple did outrun Peter and 
came first to the sepulchre, and he stooping down 
saw the linen clothes lying : yet went he not in." 
Peter, he tells us, went in : " Then went in also 
that other disciple which came first to the sepulchre 
and he saw and believed." He does not say, " / 
also went in, or John went in : but " that other 
disciple,'' " the disciple whom Jesus loved : " and is 
evidently pleased to recall to recollection that he 
came first to the sepulchre, and as soon as he per- 
ceived that the body was gone, at once believed the 
great truth, that Christ had risen from the dead. 

This disciple then, though he suppresses his name, 
sufiiciently declares himself a real personal witness 
of the facts he here relates, especially credible, 
brethren, from having described them with all the 
circumstantiality of an eye-witness, a circumstan- 
tiality which bears the closest examination, and is 
marked and verified by the transparent simplicity of 
truth, the affectionateness of a loving temper, and 
the delicacy of a modest nature. 

The transactions at which he distinctly states that 
he himself was present are of capital import. First— 
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the last supper with that divine discourse which 
unfolded to the apostles the whole "mystery of 
godliness;" Second — the death of Christ, to its 
final and foretold proof of the side pierced by the 
soldier s spear, whereof the witness says emphatically 
" and he that saw it bare record and his record is 
true : " Third — ^the resurrection of Christ, and 
Fourth — the miracles which Christ wrought after 
his resurrection immediately previous to the ques- 
tion of Peter respecting this disciple who was then 
following behind. 

But it is easy to discern that he was likewise 
present at many other occurrences described in his 
narrative. When, for instance, he mentions the 
two persons who first followed Jesus, having before 
been disciples of John the Baptist — " again the next 
day John stood and two of Ms disciideSy and looking 
upon Jesus as he walked saith, ^ Behold the Lamb 
of God,' and the two disciples heard him speak, and 
they followed Jesus. Then Jesus turned and saw 
them following and saith unto them ^ what seek ye ?' 
they said unto him ^ Rabbi, where dwellest thou ? ' 
he saith unto them, come and see. They came and 
saw where he dwelt and abode with him that day, 
for it was about the tenth hour : one of the two 
which heard John speak was Andrew, Simon 
Peter's brother." He neither names nor describes 
the other disciple ; yet no one. who attends to the 
minuteness with which every little incident of that 
day is remarked, or who has observed the modest 
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manner of the writer in other parts of his narrative 
can have the least doubt that it was himself. 

The difference in this mention of minute incidents 
between an account of the same event related at 
second-hand, and by an actual eye-ivitness, may be 
seen in comparing the description of the miracle 
whereby five thousand persons were fed as given in 
the gospel of St. Luke, and in the testimony we are 
now considering. In the second-hand account, of 
that creation of as yet unexisting food Jesus we are 
told " said to the twelve Give ye them to eat, and 
they said we have no more but five loaves and two 
fishes, except we should go and buy meat for all 
this people." But in the description of him who tes- 
tifieth these things the whole scene is set before us in 
all its precise personalities — " When Jesus lifted up 
his eyes and saw a great company come unto him, 
he saith unto Philip, whence shall we buy bread 
that these may eat "? Philip answered, ' Two hundred 
pennyworth of bread is not enough that every one 
of them may take a little ; ' one of his disciples, 
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith — there is a 
lad here which hath five barley loaves and two small 
fishes ; but what are they among so many ? " 

Attending still to this point we shall find good 
reason to be satisfied that the disciple who testified 
these things and wrote them did himself see and 
hear every thing which he describes. Only recollect 
his description of that most impressive scene when 
Lazarus was restored to life. Not only is there 
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here that particularity of incident which characterizes 
an eye-witness, but the circumstances particularised 
are just of that kind and order which a man of deep 
and affectionate feeling, as this writer everywhere 
shews himself to be, would alone have been likely 
to note or qualified to describe. 

Different kinds of evidence, brethren, suit different 
minds. Scripture, I doubt not, contains a variety 
of credentials meant for various times and fitted to 
various capacities. A prophetic allusion had great 
weight with a Jew ; a visible miracle was requisite 
to convince the early believer. For us were pre- 
pared and perpetuated sufficient testimonies that 
Christ is thq wisdom of God and the power of God. 
Of these none is better calculated to convince a fair 
and well disposed mind, or satisfy the scruples of a 
sagacious and exercised judgment, than the credible 
eye-witness of the disciple whom Jesus loved, and 
who has attested His superhuman works that we 
'^ might believe Him to be the Son of God, and that 
believing we might have life in His name." 

The Gospel of St. John completely fulfils these 
two purposes for which he wrote it. For it goes in 
the first place distinctly to prove that Jesus showed 
a power nothing short of creative, and a knowledge 
which belongs not to man ; and in the second place 
it delivers from his own mouth all the principles on 
which he taught that our eternal life depends, so 
that wereall the other Scriptures lost every truth and 
motive of Christianity would be found there. Tliere is 
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found as coming from the lips of the Lord of life, 
and in act as well as word, the great Christian 
motive of a resurrection from the dead — there the 
Christian doctrine gf spiritual light and life sent 
down from above by the Son of God — there the 
Christian principle of love to our God and Saviour 
so sincere as to ensure our keeping his command- 
ments and our loving one another as he has loved 
us> there the Christian ground for loving him laid 
in the sacrifice of himself for our sake, by " the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the 
world :" theix, not from the mystical imaginings of 
men but from the same oracle of truth, those words 
of high mysterious significance, — " He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father," and again, "Before 
Abraham was, I am." 

This Gospel is to be regarded then as the selection 
which the most intimate and constant follower of 
Jesus Christ has made of those particulars in his 
Divine Master s history, actions, and discourses, as 
they came under his own observation, which best 
prove and best illustrate the Christian faith. It 
does not indeed give us " all the words of this life;" 
it neither enters into any detail of duties nor notices 
any positive institutions : but it gives us the principles 
of Christianity in a manner especially fitted to carry 
conviction to the understanding and fix: an impres- 
sion on the heart. Deep as the doctrines are which 
it sets forth, it speaks clearly and sweetly to the 
spirit even of simple and unlearned men. There is 
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no part of Scripture to which the few remaining 
hours of departing life may better be devoted. For 
the penitent sinner it has words of forgiveness and 
peace ; to the faithful Christian it is full of the 
promise of immortality. 

Considered according to the purport of the text 
as an attestation of facts, the confidence you will 
repose in its evidence will depend on the spirit, 
brethren, in which you study it. Is there any one 
among you who is a real enquirer after truth, any 
who is earnestly, anxiously, doubtfully perhaps, 
searching for somewhat more stable than this mortal 
existence, and its brief chase of flying shadows and 
empty bubbles, yet scarcely knowing to whom to go 
for that which is lasting, or whether any one has 
indeed " the words of eternal life," let me recom- 
mend to you the bosom companion of Jesus as the 
companion of your secret meditations ; his veracity 
will approve itself to you in proportion as you are 
a just discerner of truth and goodness, and believing 
his testimony you will learn to look up from the 
corruptible to that which never saw corruption, 
and then will find the true principle of a new 
existence. 

But perhaps as practical men you deem such 
meditations as these inappropriate to you. Yet 
remember that all practice, all discharge of duties, 
whether personal or social, depends on principle. 
You have just heard from St. Paul's epistle, 
(Epistle for xiv Sunday after Trinity,) that the 
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practices of strife or sedition^ envyings and mur- 
ders, adultery and fornication, drunkenness and 
revellings, are the fruit of one principle ; whilst the 
practices of love and peace, gentleness and goodness, 
meekness and temperance, are the fruit of another. 
On the principle which produces the better fruit 
and guards against the worse, it is worth the while 
of a man truly practical to fix his thoughts ; and to 
this you will find no guide so sure as the disciple 
whom Jesus loved. 

It is but one principle, brethren, to which he 
testifies, that great practical principle which the 
word of God plants and waters and of which his 
Spirit gives the increase ; — the principle of " loving 
Him who first loved us," the principle of believing 
in the deep convictions of the heart, " the record 
which he gave of his Son ;" and the record is this — 
" that God has given to us eternal life and that life 
is in his Son." 
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Collection for St. John's, Xeicfmindland, Bolton Perry, Ocf.,1846. 

Acts xi. 29. 

*' ThKN the disciples, EVEBT HAN AGC0BDIN6 TO mS ABILITY.'* 

IN the Gospel just read to you, brethren, the sum 
of all our duties is laid down by our Saviour as 
consisting in the love of God, and the love of our 
neighbour. Now it seems so natural to love our Ma- 
ker and to love our fellow-creatures also, that these 
two great commandments would appear to be very 
easy and there are very few persons, I believe, who 
are not under a persuasion that they do love God 
and their neighbour. 

Nevertheless, St. John, the loving and beloved 
disciple, has thought it necessary to remind us of an 
important distinction in this matter, where he says 
in his affectionate manner " My little children let us 
not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in 
truth" So that even in St. John's time there were 
some who talked of loving God without shewing 
their love for Him, in deed and in truth. Such 
persons he exhorted to prove their love to God by 
keeping the commandments, which God has given 
us in Christ to love one another, and by walking 
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after the example of that practical kind of love of 
which He has given so eminent an instance in bring- 
ing salvation to us through His own sufferings ; — 
"Hereby perceive we the love of God because 
He laid down His life for us :*' " But whoso," adds 
the apostle, " hath this world's good, and seeth his 
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God 
in him ?" " He that loveth not his brother whom 
he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath 
not seen V " And this commandment have we 
from Him, that he who loveth God love his 
brother also." 

From these texts, brethren, you may assuredly 
gather that the best sign and test of a real love for 
God and our neighbour is to be found in actual 
deeds of compassion and charity. It is for the very 
purpose doubtless of forming within us the genuine 
principle of love unfeigned by works of charity that 
the providence of God has placed every one of us 
in a condition to require aid one from another. We 
have all once been in a helpless and dependent state, 
a state of receiving every thing at the hands of 
others and repaying nothing. We were taken care 
of then by our parents and relatives because God 
had trusted us to their care ; we may all again fall 
into the same state of feebleness and be again 
indebted to the same natural ties for our support 
and preservation ; as if Providence had taken care 
that we should have a lesson before us in our first 
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days and in our last, how greatly we all depend upon 
each other, and how needful it is for man to bestow 
and to receive assistance. 

Such lessons impressed by the nature which God 
has given us and grounded in our common humanity 
have been enforced and extended both by the law 
and the gospel. From one end of the Scriptures to 
the other, practical charity has ever been made the 
touchstone of true religion. By Moses and the 
prophets, by Christ and His apostles, not only has 
the great principle of the love of God and our 
neighbour been laid down ; but the manner likewise 
in which such love if real, will be sure to shew itself, — 
has been clearly described. God always distinctly 
told His people that He would avenge the cause of 
the fatherless and widows ; that whoso stoppeth his 
ears to the cry of the poor he shall also cry himself ; 
but that, " if thou draw out thy soul to the hungiy 
and satisfy the afflicted, then shall thy light break 
forth as the morning and thy righteousness shall go 
before thee ; the glory of the Lord shall be thy 
rereward." 

So true it is that the old law delivered to the 
fathers and the new law given us by Christ, breathe 
the same spirit. " Not," says St. John, ^^ as though 
I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that 
which we had from the beginning, that we love 
another." " This is the commandment, that as ye 
have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in 
it." 
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Yet doubtless it was one of the great objects of 
the gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
in particular, to unite men into closer bonds of 
affection than had ever been contemplated before, 
and to bring together a holy brotherhood beloved 
and loving one another in a degree in which they had 
never loved before. The Divine head of this new 
family of Christian brothers set the example of 
denying himself for the sake of others, and after a 
life spent in doing good, underwent shame and pain 
and death, that He might gather together from all 
parts of the world into one holy and happy com- 
munion all the children of God. His pattern was 
followed and His commands obeyed, by those that 
loved Him Who had so loved them. They werQ a 
community of brothers, who loved not in word or in 
tongue, but in deed and in truth ; they loved one 
another truly and they ministered one to another 
with tenderness and liberality ; when any part of 
the Christian commonwealth was in need and 
necessity, the wants of those that lacked were sup- 
plied from whatever distance by the contributions 
of those who abounded. The relief mentioned in 
the present text was sent from the church of Antioch, 
a town in Syria, distant many hundred miles, to 
relieve the disciples who lived in Judea from the 
pressure of famine ; and in the epistles of St. Paul, 
we find that apostle earnestly exhorting the yet 
more remote churches of Corinth and Galatia to 
make collections for the Christians at Jerusalem, 
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These good and holy men liberally responded to 
such exhortations from their spiritual advisers, and 
even anticipated them in their desire to send relief ; 
they did not narrow their bounty to their nearer 
neighbour, they set no other limits to it than the 
necessity of the case. 

It is true, brethren, that our charity is in general 
most properly applied to our own hearths and in 
relieving the distress of our immediate neighbours ; 
as the care of the child belongs to her who is the 
nearest to its cry, so are we the natural guardians 
of those whose wants we can most easily ascertain, 
and most readily supply ; but there are cases, 
brethren, such as that which determined the disciples, 
" every man according to his ability, to send relief 
to the brethren which dwelt in Judea, by the hands 
of Barnabas and Saul ; " there are cases in which by 
some sudden blast of calamity, misery is seen to 
overflow its usual banks and the distress is so wide 
and so great as to exceed the means of relief which 
any single neighbourhood can provide. In these 
cases we ought to consider God's providence as 
calling upon us to enlarge our charity and to imitate 
after our measure of ability his own broad, unstinted 
and diffusive benevolence. 

The elder members of this congregation can 
remember the time when monthly calls were made 
under the authority of church-briefs, on the charity 
of the country for the repairs of churches and the 
relief of persons who had suffered losses by fire ; the 
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wants and the misfortunes set forth in these briefs 
were justly deemed not to be of sufficient extent 
\ and magnitude to justify an appeal to the general 
humanity, they have therefore been disused, and 
the church now issues no public invitation to charity 
but in cases of such extensive and overwhelming 
necessity, as to be considered by the Queen in 
Council fit objects for public interposition and 
worthy of being recommended to the charitable 
consideration of her loyal subjects. 

Such a case of extraordinary emergency and 
distress is the calamity which has lately befallen the 
capital of Newfoundland. Among the colonies of 
England there has been none more cherished for a 
long series of years than this ; inasmuch as the great 
fishery there carried on has formed a nursery for 
British sailors of the utmost consequence to our 
national strength and security. The city of these 
hardy fishermen, which is built almost entirely of 
wood, has fallen a prey to a terrible fire and three- 
fourths of its dwellings have been suddenly swept 
away ; its wharves and storehouses covering a mile 
in extent, with its church and most of its public 
buildings are reduced to ashes ; two thousand houses 
and property approaching to a million sterling, were 
consumed by the flames. Twelve thousand persons 
of all classes and conditions were left in a. state of 
absolute destitution, without houses or clothing or 
the means of procuring food. The Bishop who was 
an eye witness of the distressing scene affectingly 
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describes the answer of those of whom he enquired 
how they had fared, as only given by the eye filling 
with tears. 

It is easy to believe, brethren, that for so vast a 
misfortune more effectual aid must be required than 
the colony itself can possibly supply to preserve 
many from perishing by cold and hunger and naked- 
ness when the rigours of that inclement climate 
shall set in, which often continue without inter- 
mission from the middle of autumn until late in the 
spring, with a severity of frost such as the inhabi- 
tants of more temperate countries can scarcely 
conceive. 

And on this ground it is that I ask you to con- 
sider with yourselves whether here is not one 
of those instances in which the Providence of God 
has manifestly called upon you to enlarge your 
compassion inste^^d of shutting it up, and to deter- 
mine "every man according to his ability" to send 
relief to these our brethren, even though they dwell 
at a distance from us. There are not many such 
calls to us in the course of our brief existence ; let 
us remember the Apostle's warning, and whilst we 
have time to do good unto all men. Here we have 
one certain opportunity of assuring ourselves that 
we love not in word only and tongue, but in deed 
and in truth, that our heart is really enlarged 
towards Him who has so loved us Himself and 
commanded us so to love one another. God only 
knows whether we may ever have another. It may 
never be placed in our power again to draw out our 
souls to so many of our famishing fellow creatures. 
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• 
Had the Samaritan passed by like the narrow-minded 
Priest and Levite that one wounded inhabitant of 
Judea it is likely that he might never again have met 
with any one that so much needed his help. Then 
had he never been held up as a bright example to 
all succeeding ages of a man who, though he belong- 
ed to a half-taught and churlish people, understood 
and practised better than many a teacher of the law 
and many a minister of the temple the great law of 
love to God and our neighbour. 

On this point indeed that a man should love his 
neighbour the Priest, the Levite, and the Good 
Samaritan were all agreed ; the point on which they 
differed was the answer to the question ^^ and who is 
my neighbour ? " The truly religious and charitable 
heart of the Samaritan answered this question 
rightly — the man who wants help and the man who 
can give it, these are neighbours, whether they are 
brethren or whether they are strangers. This is 
the answer to that question which will be confirmed 
at the last day — " I was a stranger and ye took me 
in," and then also will appear the true significance 
of those weighty words — " Inasmuch as ye did it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye did it 
unto me ; " — then will be known the difference 
between charitable thoughts and charitable deeds, 
between him that looks ever so pitifully on him that 
was left by the wayside stripped of his raiment and 
half-dead, and him who, when he saw him, went 
unto him and bound up his wounds pouring in oil 
and wine. 
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York Minster, December Assizes, 1859. 

Mark i. 14, 15. 

9 

**N0W AFTER THAT JoHN WAS PUT INTO PRISON JeSUS CAME INTO 

Galilee preaching the Gospel of the kingdom of God, and 
SAYING, * Repent ye and believe the Gospel.' " 

THE forerunner of the Messiah came "preaching 
the baptism of repentance for the remission of 
sins, and saying to the people that they should 
believe on Him who should come after." In the 
same order of doctrine Jesus began to preach the 
Gospel of the kingdom of God, saying, " Repent 
ye, and believe the Gospel." 

It is the natural order, brethren, in which the 
" hearts of the disobedient are turned to the wisdom 
of the just." The groundwork of Christian belief is 
a conscious, anxious view of the dark pages of the 
past, and the future. This is the state of mind 
upon which the Gospel of the kingdom of God takes 
hold. A sense of guilt and peril raises a cry for 
deliverance ; and makes room for the heavenly 
influence of grateful faith in a Redeemer. 

The evangelical method, therefore, of reclaiming 
men "to the wisdom of the just" begins by 
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awakening the sense of sin, and shame, and danger : 
it calls first to penitence and then to faith. 

Of this general method you will find some special 
instances recorded in Holy Writ, instances of 
personal appeals to those deep-seated, though 
smothered, instincts of our moral nature, the mis- 
givings of conscience, the anxieties which grow out 
of an inward suspicion of a future account. 

Such was the appeal of the Apostle Paul to the 
Roman Governor before whom he reasoned " of 
righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come." 
When the hidden chords of conscience were struck, 
they vibrated even in that mean and mercenary 
breast — " Felix trembled ; " the preacher had done 
his part ; he had smitten the rock from which the 
spring of repentance should have flowed : the waters 
gushed out ; but they were bitter and not healing : 
Felix trembled but did not repent : he put off the 
preacher's warnings and h;^ own painful reflections 
^'to a more convenient season." 

Another instance of such an appeal was one com- 
menced by no human agency, when, an earthquake 
having opened, the gates of the prison at Philippi, 
the gaoler fell down trembling at the feet of Paul 
and Silas and said, ^^ What must I do to be saved ? " 
Here the trembling of the heart led a man of another 
mould at once to an alarmed anxiety for the saving 
of his soul. Then came the call to faith in Christ — 
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt 
be saved and thy house : " ^^ and they spake unto 
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him the Word of the Lord and to all that were in 
his house." The happy effect in this man's mind 
was, that he '* rejoiced, believing in God, with all 
his house." 

To what cause, brethren, are we to ascribe the 
different success which attended the apostles' 
preaching in these two cases ? To what condition of 
the gaoler's mind shall we attribute that cry for 
help, that eager enquiry — '^ What must I do to be 
saved ? " not to bodily fear ; for when he supposed 
his prisoners to have escaped, acting like many 
another brave heathen, he drew his sword with in- 
tent to kill himself Other thoughts, however, 
succeeded, not unfamiliar to his mind — thoughts of 
spiritual danger more dreaded than danger to the 
body — and thoughts too of Divine direction ; he 
saw the hand of God in the earthquake, and an 
interpreter of God's will in the calm voice of his 
prisoner. So he fell doyrn at the feet of Paul and 
Silas full of apprehension of wrath to come and 
earnestly asking that most momentous of all ques- 
tions — '^ What must I do to be saved ? " 

The governor had more opportunities than the 
gaoler for obtaining " a perfect knowledge of that 
way," and seemed disposed to use them ; " he sent 
for Paul often, and communed with him ; " but what 
was the thought in the heart of Felix which was 
uppermost in these conversations ? He asked not 
the way of salvation, but " hoped that money should 
have been given him of Paul, that he might loose 
him." 
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The diflference then in the effect of the apostle's 
preaching to these men lay in the state of mind in 
which it found them. It may be resolved, brethren, 
into the principle set forth in the parable of the 
'* Sower who went forth to sow his seed : some fell 
among thorns and the thorns sprang up and choked 
it, and it yielded no fruit — ^and other fell on good 
ground and sprang up and increased." In the 
thorny heart of Felix the Word sprang up so far as 
to awaken his fears, but was choked in *' the cares 
of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the 
lusts of other things," whilst on the contrary the 
" honest and good heart " of the Gaoler, having 
" heard the Word, kept it, and brought forth fruit 
with patience." 

To the present day the seed continues to be sown 
in the same manner, and to be fruitful in proportion 
to the quality of the ground on which it falls. The 
Saviour is still proclaiming to tis, "The time is 
fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand : Repent 
ye, and believe the Gospel." The same warnings 
still admonish tis of temperance, righteousness, and 
judgment to come : the prison-house of life is still 
shaken by startling disasters, which may well call 
forth the cry — " What must I do to be saved ? " 
Where does the question rest whether the Gospel 
of the kingdom of God shall be fruitful or unfruit- 
ful in us ? It rests with ourselves. Are there any 
of you who have not yet pondered on a judgment to 
come ? It depends on yourselves whether in think- 
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ing of it you tremble but do not repent, or go on 
from the tremors of conscience to penitence, from 
penitence to faith, from faith to that charity which 
is the bond of perfectness, and that joy in the Holy 
Ghost which is the foretaste of heaven. 

When T say it rests with yourselves whether you 
will ^' work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling " this is by no means to contradict that 
other truth " it is God that worketh in you to will 
and to do of his good pleasure," but to impress the 
no less important fact, that every one who hears the 
call — " Repent ye, and believe the Gospel " — hears 
also a responsive voice within, which if unstifled, 
answers to that call. 

Why did the licentious Felix tremble at his 
prisoner's words ? was it not because God had given 
him a conscience which could read the character of 
the handwriting on the wall ? Why did the traitor 
Judas, when he had received the price of his iniquity, 
go out and hang himself? Was it not because even 
he had a conscience, the reproaches of which he was 
unable to bear ? This man had heard the Saviour's 
call ^^ Repent ye, and believe the Gospel ; " he had 
received the holy instructions and seen the impres- 
sive miracles of the Son of God : all had been done 
for him which could be done for a voluntary agent 
by rjivine power and mercy. Yet he went to his 
own place self-condemned and self-destroyed Under 
the horrors of a too late remorse. 

The case of the Jew and the Roman was the 
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same : botli knew the right ; both chose the wrong ; 
both had taken the wages of the unrighteous 
mammon, till they could serve no other master. 

With the state of mind in which the Prefect 
Felix rejected the Gospel, contrast again the state in 
which the Centurion Cornelius, a Gentile also, re- 
ceived it. Felix had gone on resisting conscience 
in depraved and rapacious habits : Cornelius had 
lived obeying it in devotion to heaven and charity 
to man. Felix listened to the preacher hoping for 
lucre : Cornelius searching for truth. It was with 
them, brethren, as it will be with us all. " To him 
that hath shall be given, and he shall have more 
abundantly : but from him that hath not shall be 
taken away even that which he seemeth to have." 

Let us look then to our own condition, whether 
ive are availing ourselves of the light that is in us : 
whether we are listening to the voice of that con- 
science which God has planted in every bosom — 
that conscience which condemns the selfish, the 
sensual, the covetous, the proud and cruel spirit of 
man's corrupted nature. Are we looking upwards 
out of this valley of the shadow of death, to some- 
what higher, more stable, weightier and better than 
anything we see here either without us or within ? 
TJien are we in a frame of mind to receive the call — 
*' Repent ye, and believe the Gospel." Then, 
brethren, are you ready to meet the preacher, and 
hear " all that is commanded him of God ; " yours 
is a trembling of the heart in harmony with the 
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Divine Will : go on to a repentance not to be 
repented of : go on to that effectual belief of the 
Centurion on which the gift of the Holy Ghost was 
poured out : go on to the happy faith of the Gaoler 
who " rejoiced, believing in God with all his house." 

Alas ! brethren, many are they to whom we 
repeat in vain the call of this text, '^ Repent ye, and 
believe the Gospel," many whom no warning 
wakens to a fear of judgment, no disaster alarms 
into an anxious desire to be saved, many who 
though they feel the trembling of a troubled mind, 
tremble without repenting, and though they believe, 
believe without rejoicing. If these go to their own 
place, they go by their own self-perversion : they 
go by their own act of hardening first the inner 
man, and then rejecting the Word of God. 

Every step to a conscience which has lost its 
power over the will, is a step to the condition of 
evil spirits, to a state of mind incapable of penitence, 
and self-condemned to reprobation. 

What remains then but to warn the unwary 
against sliding into so perilous a state through un- 
conscientious sins, though they pass for venial, 
against temperance and purity, honor and honesty ? 
Remember that the gradual declivity of self-corrup- 
tion is the slippery road to that irretrievable 
condition. As you value eternal happiness tamper 
not with conscience : guard its sensibility from 
being worn away by contact with a vicious world : 
reinforce its power by continued attention to all its 
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hints : respect it in the greatest things, respect it 
in the least, respect it as the voice of God within, 
the moral guide of man, the indispensable element 
of a true repentance unto life and a saving belief in 
the Gospel of the kingdom of God. 



Wt)t Neto Creature. 

Gal ATI AN s vi. 15. 

** In Chbist Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, 

NOB UNCIBCUMCISION, BUT A NEW CbBATUBE." 

THE epistles of St. Paul were addressed to many 
different churches and written on many differ- 
ent occasions; but through them all there reigns 
one predominant principle, repeated so often and 
enforced so strongly, that it should appear to be 
the chief corner-stone of the Gospel which he 
preached. 

In the second epistle to the Corinthians v. 17, 
the principle of which I speak is thus stated, — 
^^ Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature ; old things are passed away ; behold, all 
things are become new :" and the same principle is 
affirmed by him in the present text, when he says 
" in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth 
anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature." 

What that new creature in Christ Jesus is, what 
that is which makes so great a difference between 
a Christian and another man, what that is without 
which neither the natural wisdom of the heathen 
philosophers, nor the revealed law of the chosen 
people, were of any avail, what that change in a 
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human being is, which is so essential and so entire 
as to justify the apostle in describing it as a new 
creation — these are questions which deserve to be 
distinctly answered ; and who can answer them so 
well as St. Paul himself ? Had the explanations of 
this momentous subject which he has delivered in 
various parts of his epistles been more carefully 
compared and more reverently considered, there 
would have been less room to disguise and damage 
the great principles which it involves. 

In these views, as in everything else, the spirit 
of Paul, brethren, was full of the Spirit and image 
of that Divine Being who had appeared unto him. 
To " the name of Jesus " alone he bowed the knee ; 
his faith was unmixed ; his devotion altogether 
Christian. On Jew and Gentile he ceased not to 
inculcate, that " of them twain Christ Jesus had 
made in Himself one new man." Thus born anew 
he called upon them to abandon altogether, with 
their old vices, their old notions of philosophical 
wisdom on the one hand and spiritual privilege on 
the other, and to join in bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ." In 
opposition to all teaching less truly and purely 
Christian, " we preach," he says, '^ Christ crucified, 
to the Jews a stumbling block, and to the Greeks 
foolishness, but to them which are called, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God." 

This earnest singleness and simplicity of doctrine 
is not a little remarkable, brethren^ in one born and 
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bred like St. Paul : — circumcised the eighth day, 
of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews, a Pharisee, the son of a 
Pharisee, brought Up at the feet of Gamaliel, having 
lived after the strictest sect of his religion, — ^that 
he of all men should be the most determined to 
suffer no veneration for the institutions of Moses, 
no reverence for the ancient church in which he had 
been educated, to throw a colour on the Gospel 
which he preached, that he should have been the 
man to repudiate that law in which every Israelite 
so gloried, and in which he had himself been so 
" blameless ;" specially to renounce its righteous- 
ness, to forego its prerogatives, to " count all things 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus," and to make the reliance on God in Christ 
alone, simply and singly, without adjunct or supple- 
ment of aught in earth or heaven — the conspicuous 
and leading topic of every discourse, the polestar 
as it were of his preaching-this, brethren, can only 
be accounted for from the apostle's deep conviction 
that it is of the very essence of the religion which 
availeth with God, to keep that single, sacred 
principle, pure and undefiled. 

Then further, consider St. Paulas having profited 
beyond many his equals, not in the Jews' learning 
only, but as a pupil of other schools besides ; look 
at the references, with which his epistles are 
peculiarly interspersed, to authors of classical 
antiquity, shewing him a man well skilled in Greek 
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as well as Hebrew scholarship ; and see how he lays 
down all the speculations of that proud and con- 
tentious learning at the foot of the cross. Here 
again, observe the singleness of the bond with which 
" the love of Christ constrained him," the force of 
the one solitary principle, by which, in his own time, 
he defended the church from the swarm of scholastic 
corruptions which soon after overrun it, and has 
furnished to later days, down to our own, the 
armoury from which the proof weapons of the 
church's warfare against superstition have been 
drawn, whilst he fixed his own eyes and the eyes of 
all whom he taught, on that one object — Christ . 
crucified, — Christ risen from the dead. 

Hear him, brethren, in his epistle to the Colossians 
speaking of Christ's church as one body combined 
in the unity of this common principle, where " there 
is neither Greek nor Jew, neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision. Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free :" 
Hear him charge them at once to lay no stress on 
the ordinances of Moses, and to suffer none to " spoil 
them through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
traditions of men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ :" Hear him deprecate the 
putting meats and drinks, and holy days, new moons 
and sabbaths, into one scale with the faith and love 
of Christ : Hear him bid them " let no man beguile " 
them ^^ of their reward in a voluntary humility and 
worshipping of angels, intruding into those things 
which he bath not seen, vainly puffed up by his 
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fleshly mind and not holding the Head, from which 
all the body by joints and bands having nourishment 
ministered and knit together, increaseth with the 
increase of God." 

In these latter words, the essential reason appears, 
why we should allow no idols of our mind to inter- 
pose between ourselves and Christ, namely that He 
is the Head to the body, the spring and principle of 
life, on whom the sustenance and existence of the 
" new creature " depends. 

To this purpose again hear St. Paul, describing 
to the Ephesians the creative cause of the new life 
breathed into the Christian's soul. " God who is 
rich in mercy, of His great love wherewith He 
loved us, even when we were dead in sins hath 
quickened us together with Christ and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ; for by 
grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God ; for we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works." And again — " that ye put off* the old man 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 
and be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and 
that ye put on the new man which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness." And 
so also to the Colossians — " Ye have put on the 
new man which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of Him who created him :" And to the 
Corinthians to the same effect, — "God who com- 
rnanded the light to shim out of darkness }iath sbined 
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in our hearts, to give the light of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ." 

How strongly do these repeated references to the 
work of the creation mark the apostle's sense, that 
it is the work of a like Divine power when the 
" new creature " is formed ! As " the earth was 
without form and void, and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep, and the Spirit of God moved on 
the face of the waters, and God said, let there be 
light, and there was light," so, according to St. 
Paul, is the new creation ; as " God created man in 
His own image — in the image of God created he 
him," so ^^ in Christ Jesus " did St. Paul see that 
image as being a second time impressed ; in Him 
he saw the perpetual energy of the Almighty Spirit 
moving in creative act to the perfecting of His own 
first work. 

But, further, St. Paul believed that the same 
power which first created all things still sustains 
them in existence and nourishes them with life ; 
for " in Him we live and move and have our being ;" 
and so likewise he deemed of God's new creation ; 
so he taught of those who are afresh " conformed to 
the image of His Son ;" in them, he tells you, " the 
inward man is renewed day by day " and they ^* all 
are changed into the same image from glory to 
glory as by the spirit of the Lord." 

Thus daily formed and renovated and nourished, 
thus "increasing" continually "with the increase 
of God," it is easy to understand that the "new 



92 The New Creaiure. 

creature " is as directly, closely, indivisibly, depen- 
dent upon Christ,. as the body on the head ; in Him 
is the source of its life ; from Him flows all the 
current of its moral sensibilities and all the energy 
of its spiritual might. 

And now, brethren, having heard St. Paul on the 
part which God in Christ is j)leased to take, out of 
the abundance of His loving-kindness and power, 
in the work of this new creation, we arrive at the 
great practical question of a Christian's life — what is 
our part therein — whereby and wherein, can we 
appropriate to ourselves, and in the language of the 
Apostle, ^'put 071 '' this "new creature" of the 
Almighty? by faith, St. Paul replies, and in 
" those works which God hath before ordailied that 
we should walk in them." " In Christ Jesus 
circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing, 
but keeping the commandments of God ;" in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything nor 
uncircumcision, but faith that worketh by love." 

Finally then, what is this faith which worketh by 
love to the keeping the commandments of God? 
Faith is in one view a fixed conviction and in another 
it is a moving action in the soul ; in the former 
sense " faith," says St. Paul, " is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen ;" 
Christ crucified, for the pardon of our sins— Christ 
risen, to open to us the gate of everlasting life — 
this evidence which fills our hearts with loving 
thoughts and never-dying prospects, the apostle has 
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pointed out as that " substance of things hoped for," 
though unseen, which constitute the first fixed 
rudiments of faith in Christ. 

But the faith here spoken of is more than this ; 

it is an active and a working spirit ; it is that active 
movement by which " we draw nigh to Him, that 
He may draw nigh to us ; it is that active move- 
ment by which we "comprehend the light that 
shineth in darkness," and receive Him, who '*giveth 
power to them that receive Him to become the sons 
of God." Action, brethren, action is the soul of 
that faith that worketh by love. Of the righteous- 
ness of faith, it is written that he that doeth 
righteousness is righteous. When in the love of 
Him who died for us and rose again we do His 
will, then is the act of faith perfected, when in that 
love we do our work of prayer and praise to God, 
this is faith ; when in the same love we do our 
work of denying ourselves to succour others, when 
we do the work of taking of our own and giving to 
him that needeth ; when we do the work of consult- 
ing the health and comfort of the poor, when we do 
the work of causing the blind to see, the ignorant to 
learn, the sinful to repent, when we do the work of 
coming to God in the name of Christ in acts of 
praise and devotion, and especially in the highest 
act of Christian devotion, when we receive His 
grace in the sacrament — this, brethren, is faith ; 
this is that faith in Christ which worketh by loves 
this is the faith with all its fruits of mercy and 
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character of pureness which St. Paul conjoins with 
every mention of the '' new creature." This is ouvy 
secondary indeed, but essential part in that '' new 
creation;" this is all of what man can do, that 
availeth with God. Leave we to Him without 
question or dispute, His gracious time and secret 
manner of working wi^ihin us, and let us direct our 
most anxious heed to the part which He has 
assigned to ourselves ; let us devote to timely acts 
of Christian love and Christian faith that brief time 
which He has lent us — those years and moments 
that slip away so fast — ever ^' holding Christ " in 
the attachment of an undivided faith, and ever 
taking care to '^ work out our own salvation with 
fear and trembling." 



Eije jEeliiator of tfje i^eto Etstiimtnt 

Hebrews ix. 15. 

*'And fob this cause He is the Mediator of the New 
Testament." 

THE credence which the first disciples of Christ 
gave to the doctrines of his Gospel rested 
chiefly on the miracles which he wrought : — " We 
know that thou art a teacher come from God ; for 
no man can do these miracles wliich thou doest 
except God be with him," and at this day our faith 
in the doctrines of Christ rests in great measure on 
the solid testimony to his supernatural works which 
we have received from his disciples. The clear 
manifestation of miraculous power aflfords indeed on 
the side of reason, the most proper and convincing 
credential which can be conceived of a Divine 
revelation. 

At the same time there is an intrinsic quality in 
the doctrines of Christianity, which recommends 
them as their own strongest confirmation to the 
minds of many who feel that no external evidence 
brings them so near to Christ, as the questions and 
answers of their own inward consciousness. 

There is, above all, one chief question which con- 
science whispers to every reflective mind, whenever 
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we look forward, brethren, to our time for quitting 
this mortal scene and passing into the presence of 
the Almighty. That question is — " How shall I 
stand before the judgment seat of God " ? Often 
is the question asked and often is it put aside, but 
it is still for ever thrust back upon our deepest re- 
flections. The change of the year, accident and 
sickness, age and infirmity, the tolling of the passing 
bell, the grave opening to receive the remains of. 
near neighbours and dear relations : — these, brethren, 
are among the many voices in which death is speak- 
ing to us, ever and anon, calling, our attention off 
from the strife, the hurry, and the dissipation of 
life, reminding us that he will soon be knocking at 
our own door, a guest not to be refused, and re- 
awakening the accountable conscience in its last 
moments to repeat the same anxious question — 
" How shall I stand before the judgment seat of 
God " ? 

It is not possible for any man to return a satis- 
factory answer to that question, if he trust to the 
light of nature alone. Reason teaches us that the 
righteous God loveth righteousness : experience 
shews us that in this world the natural penalties 
which he has annexed to sin are never remitted : 
and there is nothing in nature to assure the soul, 
conscious of sin, that it will find remission beyond 
the tomb. 

Yet we see, brethren, in human transactions, that, 
under certain conditions, the punishment due to 
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transgression is not inexorably and irretrievably ex- 
acted : — there are instances in which a rebellious 
subject, or a prodigal son, has been brought to a 
better mind by the kind interposition of some friend, 
and through his intercession has obtained forgive- 
ness from the Sovereign or the Father. 

This is Mediation : and where Christ is described 
in the present text as the mediator, the expression 
denotes, that he is such a friend as is able to recon- 
cile sinners with their God, and that if we avail 
ourselves of this intermediation, we shall be redeem- 
ed from that awful consequence of sin, the displeasure 
of the Almighty. 

This, brethren, is the doctrine of the Christian 
faith, which speaks with most power to the secret 
consciousness of the human heart ; it is a doctrine 
in the ready reception of which, is realised the saying 
that '* with the lieart man believeth unto salvation," 
a doctrine, which received and acted upon, has the 
happy effect beyond every other, of filling the soul 
with '^ all joy and peace in believing." Let earnest 
minds then pay that attention which so deeply in- 
teresting a subject deserves to the light in which the 
apostle presented it to the consideration of his 
Hebrew brethren. 

When he spake to them of Christ, as the Mediator 
of a new Covenant between man and God, he con- 
trasted the new with the old covenant, in which the 
mediator was Moses. He had no need to explain 
to the Hebrews the requirement of some more than 



98 The Mediator of the New testament 

commonly holy person to intercede for the sins of 
the people, and to lead them to God. Such inter- 
cessors they had had in the time of old : and when 
this epistle was written, a ministry of reconciliation 
was still serving in the sanctuary, and the High 
Priest was entering every year into the Holiest to 
make an ofiering for sin. But, said the apostle, 
whilst these services shew the necessity and the 
method of reconcilement with God, they are them- 
selves incapable of effecting it. '^ The law having a 
shadow of good things to come and not the very 
image of the things, can never, with those sacrifices 
which they offer year by year continually, make the 
comers thereunto perfect." The Covenant of the 
Old Testament, the mediation of Moses, the Priest- 
hood of Aaron, the sacrifices and services of the 
Temple, were but as sign-posts, pointing to a nobler 
offering, a higher priesthood, a more perfect medi- 
ator, a better covenant. "Wherefore when he 
cometh into the world he saith ' sacrifice and offering 
thou wouldest not : but a body hast thou prepared 
me.' Then said I, lo ! I come, to do thy will 
God." 

The better covenant of the new testament is the 
will of God, graven not on tables of stone, but on 
the living tables of the heart. The nobler offering 
is the self-devoted Son of God ; the higher priest, 
the more perfect mediator, is the same only-begotten 
Son of God, who having sacrificed his own body 
once for all upon the Cross, stands for evermore at 
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the right hand of the Almighty as the High Priest 
and Intercessor between God and man; siich a 
High Priest, says the apostle, as became us, " holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 
higher than the heavens." 

Herein lies the peculiar fitness of the mediation 
of Christ before the throne of God, that He is higher 
and holier than any created being even in the heavens, 
the only-begotten Son of the Father, whom He 
hath made heir of all things, by whom also He made 
the worlds. Had we nothing to trust to for that 
blessed immortality, to which the soul of man aspires, 
but the intercession of men encompassed, like our- 
selves, with the infirmity of sin, we should have 
reason to remember the Psalmist's words : — ^' No 
man may deliver his brother nor make atonement 
to God for him," for it cost more to redeem their 
souls, so that he must let that alone for ever. ^* But 
in the only-begotten Son," the holy one of God, we 
have found an advocate, able to open to us the gate 
of heaven. 

For who is it that, pleading for us, oflfers to con- 
duct us thither? One without spot in the sight 
of Him, who chargeth his angels with folly : the 
brightness of his glory, the express image of his 
person ; one who has earned the boon he asks, by 
the travail of his soul. When He, by whom are all 
things, embodied himself in his creature, felt the 
infirmities, endured the trials, suffered the pains 
and griefs of humanity : when He did this to re- 
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deem us sinners from darkness and the shadow of 
death, to make us the children of God and exalt us 
to everlasting life, — He performed an act of charity 
so costly, of mercy so divine, that, one may venture 
to say, it glorified the Deity himself If the power 
that rules the world be not inexorable ; if there be 
any grace granted to holy entreaty ; if we beheve 
that one man s prayers for another are heard ; if our 
imperfect virtue find favor in the sight of God ; 
much more may we believe, that a righteousness so 
transcendent, and a mediation so precious, might 
suffice to redeem mankind. 

Do we doubt the likelihood of such a manifesta- 
tion of Divine love to rescue sinners from the 
consequences of sin ? Look, brethren, at the 
marvellous contrivances of our Maker for the wel- 
fare of all that He has created : His tender and 
sedulous regard for the wants of the meanest of his 
creatures ; the intimacy of His intercourse with all 
that his providence sustains. Then look at the 
endowments with which he has distinguished our- 
selves and the image in which we were created : — 
and though you must be for ever lost in admiration 
at this instance of his loving-kindness you cannot 
think it inconsistent with his character that He 
should vouchsafe to draw nearer to a fallen race, to 
visit their nature with His own immediate presence, 
and recover millions of immortal spirits by an union 
with the human soul. 

In uniting the human nature with the Divine, 
Christ was doubly qualified to be an eflfectual 
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Mediator between God and man. " In all things it 
behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, 
that he might be a merciful High Priest ; " " that 
he might be touched with a feeling of our infirmi- 
ties ; " '^ that he might have compassion on the 
ignorant and on those that are out of the way ; " 
" that he might succour them that are tempted." 

And how many, human souls has this brotherhood 
with man, of the man Christ Jesus, brought back 
to God ! O acceptable doctrine ! consolatory 
faith ! We Christians, are not come to the mount 
that burned with fire, nor to the sound of a trumpet, 
nor to the voice which they who heard entreated 
that they might hear it no more. The sound is a 
language we know, the voice is the voice of a friend. 

Yes, Son of man, thou callest and we do not fear 
to come. Thou hast been partaker of our flesh and 
blood : Thou hast felt our temptations and pitied 
our infirmities : Thou hast sufiered for us everything 
that our nature can suffer. Yes, Son of man and 
God ! Thou art our all-sufiicient Mediator. Re- 
deemed by thy love we may now hope to stand 
before the judgment seat, unappalled : regenerated 
by Thy Spirit, we can have '^ boldness to enter into 
the Holiest." With Thee, we can " draw nigh in 
full assurance of faith," even to the everlasting 
throne : with Thee, we dare approach to Him who 
dwelleth in light inaccessible : with Thee, and not 
without Thee, Lord, our strength and our 
Redeemer. 



Efjanteflibing for ^eace^ 

Bolton Percy, May 4, 1866. 

Psalm xxxiv. 14. 

<* Seek peace and pubsue it." 

THERE are many circumstances in the short but 
eventful war now concluded which must con- 
vince us that we owe that happy conclusion to 
Him who overrules all events, who sets at nought 
the counsels of princes, restrains the violence of 
man, and breathes into Christian minds the spirit 
of moderation and concord. * 

That there may be an earnest sincerity of heart 
in the public thanksgivings, which we are this day 
called upon to offer before the mercy :seat of 
Almighty God, for having vouchsafed to us a 
return of the blessing of peace, it may be useful, 
brethren, to reflect a little on the evils inseparable 
from a state of warfare, at a time when such reflec- 
tions may be allowed without repugnance to sink 
into the mind. 

^' It is wonderful," says a close observer of the 
manners of men, '^ with what coolness and indiffer- 
ence the greater part of mankind see war com- 
menced. Those that hear of it at a distance, or 
read of it in books, but have never presented its 
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evils to their minds^ consider it as little more than 
a splendid game, a proclamation, an army, a battle, 
and a triumph." 

Our own country, brethren, has not known for 
the last eight hundred years the desolation of 
foreign invasion, nor for two hundred years, in any 
considerable degree, the miseries of intestine war ; 
and we cannot be too grateful to the kindness of 
God's good providence for these happy exemptions 
from the hoiTors with which, in much later times, 
surrounding countries have been laid waste ; but 
there is some reason to fear that our own iminunity 
has led us to contemplate a state of warfare with 
too much favour and with too little compassion for 
the unhappy multitudes more immediately involved 
in its calamities ; there is reason to believe that 
had we ourselves experienced these evils more 
fully, we should hail the restoration of peace with 
warmer congratulations and more devout gratitude. 

One would think it, indeed, almost impossible for 
a human mind to contemplate the violent extinction 
of innumerable lives, which follows from '^ nation 
lifting up sword against nation," without shrinking 
with horror from such scenes of bloodshed. Real 
war, brethren, is a very different thing from the 
military pageant which presents itself to the 
imagination of those who have never felt its effects. 
Since the commencement of those hostilities which 
are now happily closed, it is computed that within 
the brief period of two years, more than half a 
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million of our fellow creatures, have fallen as victims 
on the altar of Moloch ; more than half a million 
human beings, wann with life, in the prime of 
youth, or the full vigour of manhood, have been 
swept prematurely into the grave, and hurried 
without warning, into the awful presence of their 
Maker. And with them, brethren, how many of 
the dearest affections of our nature have been 
blighted ! how many millions have bled for their 
loss, in that half million of dead ; how many affec- 
tionate hearts and protecting arms have been laid 
low ! how many bereaved parents, how many 
widows and orphans have they left behind ! " In 
peace," says an ancient historian, ^'children bury 
their parents, but in war, parents their children." 
Yes, brethren, the demon of war reverses the order 
of nature, and leaves the old to bewail the young. 

But were we to look only to the number of the 
slain, we should have little idea of the extent of 
injury, and pain, inflicted by the sword. If you 
eannot see an individual lying on the domestic bed 
of sickness, with all the mitigations of which pain 
and disabiUty admit, without being moved to com- 
passion, what would you feel on the field of blood, 
where a battle has been lost and won, where 
thousands lie exposed to the fury of the foe, the 
trampling of horses, the burning sun, the piercing 
cold, and the damps of night ; or, if spared by an 
exasperated enemy, if among the fortunate remnant 
who are carried from the field, look on the wounded 
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man hurried over rough roads to hasty receptacles, 
where all the efforts of humanity and skill are 
baffled by the multitudes of sufferers who are groan- 
ing helplessly and hopelessly on every side. 

And again, brethren, listen to the remark, but 
too true, of the author whom I before quoted : 
" War has means of destruction more formidable 
than the cannon and the sword. Of the thousands 
and ten thousands that perished in our late con- 
tests, a very small part ever felt the stroke of an 
enemy ; the rest languished in tents and ships, 
amidst damps and putrefaction, pale, torpid, spirit- 
less, and helpless " — '' and were at last whelmed in 
pits, or heaved into the ocean, without notice, and 
without remembrance." 

Neither must we by any means confine our atten- 
tion, in estimating the miseries of war, to the 
sufferings of those who are engaged in the act of 
warfare, without taking into account the dreadful 
curse which it inflicts on the inhabitants of the 
countries, where war is carried on. Picture to 
yourselves the consternation which an invading 
army would spread among our own peaceful vil- 
lages ; and then what a scene for humanity to con- 
template ! those harvests, which are the bounty of 
heaven and the reward of your humble industry, 
trampled down or burnt with fire, while famine and 
pestilence follow the steps of the destroyer, the 
cottages given to the flames, the inhabitants flying 
with their helpless families, and escaping, if they 

H 
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can, from their native soil ; on another side, cities 
taken by storm, in place of the busy sounds of 
thriving industry, the noise of slaughter, the shout 
of the pursuer, the screams of the pursued, all 
mingled in promiscuous massacre and outrage, 
without respect to rank, or age, or sex. Yes, 
brethren, there is nothing in the fury of wild beasts 
so horrible as the ravages of arms; the Divine justice, 
in its utmost severity, has raised up against the sins 
of mankindj no enemy so terrible as man. Well 
might the monarch, who knew what war was from 
his youth, when the choice was given him of thxt 
infliction, or the plagues of famine and pestilence, 
choose the latter in preference. '^ Let me fall now 
into the hand of the Lord, for his mercies are great ; 
and let me not fall into the hand of man." 

We may perhaps think that such disasters as 
these are far from us ; under the blessing of Al- 
mighty God, perhaps they may be ; but let me 
remind you, brethren, that in the eyes of a Christian, 
it is worse to inflict such things, than even to suffer 
them. I can conceive no spirit more likely to bring 
down the Divine judgments on a nation, than that 
of engaging in war, or prolonging it, on the pre- 
sumption of themselves escaping the worst of its 
evils. 

But the worst of all the evils of war are not 
those, terrible as they are, which I have described ; 
its most deadly evil is the encouragement which it 
certainly and sensibly gives, to an unchristian 
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state of mind ; it reverses the rules of morality, and 
suspends the laws of the Gospel. It teaches us to 
consider a large portion of our fellow creatures, as 
the proper objects of enmity and injury ; it re- 
moves, as far as tliey are concerned, the very basis 
of Christianity ; for the basis of Christ's religion is 
love for all meii, and especially for all that are of 
the household of faith. The sword cuts asunder 
the bond which unites one part of Christ's family 
with another, and however it may be attempted to 
blend maxims of humanity with military operations, 
they refuse to coalesce ; the morals of peace are in- 
consistent with those of war ; the highest ambition 
of war is to inflict the greatest possible amount of 
injury, the fundamental rule of Christian peace is 
to do good. In war there grows up in a people an 
unfeeling thirst for victory at any cost of life, a 
temper of mind in the spectators, yet more than in 
the actors of the tragedy, very nearly allied to ob- 
durate cruelty : there grows up a contempt of 
peaceful virtues, and amidst the unheeded cry of 
suffering humanity, the public esteem is turned 
towards those talents which are most successful in 
destroying the work of God. 

It is true, brethren, that the Gospel, though 
there is not a word in it which can be interpreted 
to justify or encourage "wars and fightings," 
cannot be said to have absolutely forbidden them ; 
nor whilst violence continues on the earth is the 
9word boruQ in vain in the few instances in which 
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it is wielded only as an instrument of public justice, 
and needful self-defence. Neither do we doubt 
that among those who have perished in the late 
conflicts, or have survived them, were many true 
Christian hearts. I am not questioning either the 
possible necessity of wars, or the lawfulness of the 
profession of arms ; but what I would impress in 
the strongest manner on every religious mind is 
this — that as, in ninety-nine instances out of a 
hundred of all the bloody wars which have been 
waged in Christendom, the words of St. James are 
true with regard to the combatants on both sides, 
*' whence come wars and fightings among you ? come 
they not hence, even of your lusts ? " — so also the 
general effect of all wars is to diffuse through the 
people engaged in them, a spirit diametrically 
opposed to that Divine Spirit, which sheds abroad 
the temper of meekness, love, and peace. 

In offering up then our thanksgivings to God, let 
our thankfulness be directed above all to a spiritual 
view of the deliverance, which God has granted us. 
There are other evils in war. It is a great evil to 
a country to be drained of its youth, for the purpose 
of repairing the waste made by the sword, to be 
drained of its wealth, by the prodigious expense in 
the equipment of fleets and the transport and 
sustenance of distant armies. The profuse accumu- 
lation in war of debt and of taxes, diminishes the 
public strength, and depresses private industry. 
The increased price of the necessaries of life falls 
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with peculiar weight on the labouring poor, who on 
this account are of all classes the greatest sufferers 
by war, and have the strongest worldly reason for 
rejoicing in the restoration of peace. Thus it is 
that any people, however confident in the valour of 
its sons and the extent of its means, becomes gradu- 
ally exhausted. But these conditions, brethren, 
and added to these, the universal experience that 
war is a barren evil, and that he who sows the 
storm reaps nothing but the whirlwind, — these 
political considerations are for politicians ; for us it 
is enough as Christian men to be delivered from 
blood-shed, from the possibility of blood-guiltiness, 
from the certainty of the moral evils of a state 
of war. 

One hope of enjoying the fruit of war in peace 
we may humbly indulge, we may trust in Him who 
" from seeming evil still educes good," that the Re- 
deemer's kingdom may have been indirectly ad- 
vanced by a conflict which has opened such an 
intercourse between the followers of Mahomet, and 
the disciples of the common Saviour of mankind, 
as under God's Providence, may lead to the happiest 
spiritual consequences. 

It is in this point of view that the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign parts, 
with the bishops of our Church have thought it 
right to solicit our congregations to express their 
gratitude to God, for the new era of peace which he 
has vouchsafed to us, by contributing to the building 
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of a Christian Church in the great centre of 
Mahometan power, Constantinople. 

Fourteen hundred years ago, that great city, 
named after the first Christian emperor Constantine, 
who made it the seat of the Roman government, 
contained fourteen Christian churches. It now 
sparkles with the domes of Mahometan mosques, 
the chief of which is, what was once the christian 
cathedral of St. Sophia, built with great splendor 
by the emperor Justinian. Within a few years any 
Christian venturing within its precincts, would have 
paid the penalty of his life ; within a few years if 
any Mahometan had listened to the preaching of 
the Gospel, and been converted to Christ, he would 
have been put to death. That once bright lamp of 
the Lord in its highest place on earth, was removed 
for the sins of those who failed to supply it with 
oil. Shall it now begin to be replaced ? Shall the 
candle appear again openly on the candlestick and 
shed around a pure and unsophisticated light ? 
Hitherto the disciple of Mahomet has seen little of 
Christ's religion, except the superstitions and follies 
with which it has been overlaid. Shall he see the 
genuine features of the Gospel in the worship of an 
English Church ? The notice which I have been 
enabled to give of this good design has been short, to 
make amends for which we shall be ready not only on 
thepresent occasion, but during the ensuing week, to 
receive any oblation towards it which your Christian 
liberality may prompt you to contribute. Glorious 
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and blessed will be the peace which has now been 
achieved, truly consoling the compensation for the 
evils of war, if they shall have implanted principles 
of toleration, and made a highway for the entrance 
of truth, and the triumph of the Gospel of Peace. 

The question for you, brethren, is, whether you 
are willing to contribute your mites to this demand 
on the treasury of the Temple of God, whether you 
will take this method of shewing your gratitude to 
Him, the Prince of Peace, the advancement of 
whose everlasting kingdom, is the chief desire of 
every faithful heart. 



SRie Sntermetiiate State. 

York Minster, 1844. 

2 Corinthians xii. 3, 4. 

''I KKEW SUCH A HAN, (WHETHEB IN THE BODY, OB OUT OF THE 
BODY, I CANNOT TELL : GoD KNOWETH ;) HOW THAT HE WAS CAUGHT 
UP INTO FaBADISE, and HEABD unspeakable WOBDS, WHICH IT IS 



NOT LAWFUL FOB A MAN TO UTTEB." 



THE best feelings of our nature, brethren, lead us 
to take a deep interest in reflecting on the 
condition into which the soul enters when it departs 
out of the body. And though these natural feelings 
have been much abused by false teachers, enquiries 
by which they are gratified, may be rendered, under 
due precaution, not only innocent, but edifying : 
well fitted to confirm our faith in the promises of 
God, to assuage our sorrow for departed friends, 
and to enliven the perceptions of our own immortality. 
There is no question among us Christians, as 
among the heathen and even the Jews of old, in 
regard to the expectation of a future life, a resurrec- 
tion from the dead, and a judgment to come ; but 
as to the state of departed spirits, in the interval 
which is passing between death and judgment, that 
is a point not so clear to our apprehension, and 
doubts are sometimes entertained, whether the 
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present existence of those who have died in the faith, 
is one of hopeful bliss, and incipient glory, or one of 
unconscious slumber, and deep insensibility. 

Doubtless all that our own ideas can teach us on 
this point, is absolutely nothing. We have no ex- 
perience of the soul's thinking and acting out of the 
body, and are unable to form any conception how 
it can so act and think : but there are so many facts 
in this world, which, without any experience or any 
conception in what manner they come to pass, we 
are satisfied to believe on sufl&cient authority. In 
this case, the sufl&cient authority is the plain declar- 
ation of the Word of God ; on such subjects as these, 
all human reasoning is vain ; all authority less than 
divine, however high or venerable its pretensions, is 
no better than presumption. Scripture, brethren, 
is the only guide to which a rational man can trust, 
in things pertaining to the unseen world. 

Now there are several passages in scripture, 
which bear, more or less directly, on the question 
before us, and among them some very worthy of 
notice in the writings of St. Paul. 

That the soul of man in a disembodied state, may 
enter with Christ into a place of blessedness, is 
obviously implied in the words of the present text, 
and in a preceding passage of similar import, where 
the apostle says, '* I knew a man in Christ above 
fourteen years ago, (whether in the body I cannot 
tell : or whether out of the body I cannot tell : God 
knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third 
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heaven." The first and second heavens being with 
the Jews the inferior regions of the clouds and the 
starS; whilst the seventh heavens represented the 
throne of the Almighty ; by this expression '' the 
third heavens" no doubt St. Paul intended to signify 
that same intermediate dwelling-place, superior to 
our world, and yet inferior to the highest heaven, 
which in the text he denominates "Paradise." Now 
paradise is a term which we know to have been 
originally in use among the Persians, as the desig- 
nation of the royal gardens ; in the Greek version 
of the Old Testament, it signifies a garden laid out 
for pleasure, and m the book of Genesis in particular 
that garden where " the Lord God made to grow 
out of the ground every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight, and good for food, the tree of life also in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil." In the time of the apostle, the 
name of that happy garden where our first parents 
reposed in bliss, during the days of man's innocency, 
had been applied to signify the blessed place in which 
the righteous were believed to reside, after their 
decease. 

Of such a place or state then the apostle speaks, 
when he uses the word Paradise, and he realizes 
and substantiates to us its existence, by affirming 
that Christ had taken him up thither, whether in 
the spirit or bodily he knew not, '^ some fourteen 
years " before ; that he had received therein abund- 
ance of revelations, and had heard a language, which 
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no man could repeat. So that it appears^ brethren, 
he had found it to be a place not of somnolent in- 
sensibility, but of conscious intelligence, and active 
communion; he had found growing in that garden of 
bliss, both the tree of life, and the tree of knowledge. 

And who can doubt but that this very place, and 
this condition of existence, was that on which the 
apostle counted on entering again, when he should 
be no longer abiding in the flesh ? For look at the 
lively faith with which he so confidently anticipates 
that he should be no sooner out of the body, than 
he should be again at once present with the Lord. 
Look at the views to which he had attained of life 
and death : of life, as a state of needful indeed but 
painful duty : of death, as an immediate transition 
to a far happier communion with Christ, — '' To me 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain. What I should 
choose I wot not : for I am in a strait betwixt two, 
having a desire to depart and to be with Christ, 
which is far better : nevertheless, to abide in the 
flesh is more needful for you ; " and again to the 
same purpose in another passage, " We know that 
whilst we are abiding in the body, we are absent 
from the Lord : we are therefore willing rather to 
be absent from the body, and present with the Lord." 

Do these, brethren, sound like the thoughts of a 
man peeringat the life to come, over a landof shadows 
and through a mist of clouds, athwart the dim dis- 
tance of a long, a dark, and a sleepy futurity? 
Did St. Paul desire to depart from the society of 
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his dear friends and converts, only '' to lie in cold 
obstruction : " was it to depart and to be with the 
worms, that he counted a better lot ? No ! but he 
did count it "better to depart and be with Christ," — 
to be with Him in that Paradise to which he had 
before been caught up, and to hear again those, on 
earth, unutterable words. 

In the same sense is the term Paradise used by 
our Saviour himself, and with a force of applicg^tion, 
if possible, still more conclusive. To the prayer of 
the penitent malefactor on the cross '' Lord, remem- 
ber me when thou comest into thy kingdom, " his 
reply we know was — " To-day shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise." Thus, though in respect to the 
final coming into his kingdom he declined to specify 
to his disciples " the times and the seasons which 
the Father had kept in his own power," in respect 
to the entering into Paradise, he determined dis- 
tinctly the time at which the reward of repentant 
faith begins, and he fixed it, brethren, by this reply, 
for the very day of death. 

Here, I say, is a conclusive declaration from Him, 
who best could tell : and with this, as might be ex- 
pected, all the incidental lights which fall upon the 
subject from other parts of scripture coincide. In 
the scene for instance of the Transfiguration, the 
appearance and converse of Moses and Elijah on 
the holy mount, are based on the same truth, and it 
is again implied in the parable which represents 
Lazarus as carried byangels, at the moment of death. 
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to Abraham's bosom. That parable contains also^ 
in the description of the rich man's end, a notice 
of the irretrievable misery into which the souls of 
the unrighteous and worldly are plunged, immediate- 
ly on entering the disembodied state. And an 
actual and terrible example is intimated by the 
scripture history, in the account of the fate of the 
traitor Judas, who is said, with an awful significance 
of brevity, to have " gone to his own place." 

Thus much respecting the state of the dead was 
received by the Church, in its first and purest days. 
In process of time these truths were overlaid with 
inany inventions, the notions of heathen philosophy 
were heaped on the doctrine of scripture : the poeti- 
cal fiction that the soul stained by the flesh " is 
purged in fires, till all the dregs are drained and all 
the lust expires," was transferred to Christian 
churches by Roman Catholic schoolmen : masses for 
the dead were superadded ; promises were held out 
by the priesthood, that they could deliver the souls 
from the pains of that fabulous purgatory ; the faith 
and feelings of men, were misdirected into the 
channel of a superstitious devotion ; and religion 
was incumbered with the spurious articles of a creed 
too presumptuous for piety to approve, and too pre- 
carious for reason to defend. 

The Church of England, brethren, has pruned 
away this wild growth of unfounded opinion and 
reverted to " the faith once delivered to the saints ;" 
she admits no invocation of the souls in Paradise, 
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no privileged altars for them that are gone to their 
own place ; yet ever cautious not to reject the sound 
grain with the chaff, the Church of England holds 
fast the scriptural doctrine of an intermediate state 
and incorporates it in the thanksgivings and prayers 
of our liturgy. We believe, with the primitive 
church, that the glorious company of the apostles, 
the goodly fellowship of the prophets, the noble 
army of martyrs, do mingle their praises with ours ; 
in our funeral service we profess " that the souls of 
the faithful, after they are delivered from the burden 
of the flesh, are with the Lord, in joy and felicity," 
and pray that the bliss they enjoy in Paradise, may 
soon be completed in heaven, that " we, with all 
those that are departed in the true faith of God's 
holy name, may have our perfect consummation in 
his eternal and everlasting glory." 

This is the legitimate use which we are entitled 
to make of the doctrine of this text ; we have a 
right, brethren, to comfort one another with these 
words ; we have good grounds in reflecting on them, 
to dry the mourners' tears, and for ourselves, to cast 
away the dread of death. For if to die be not to 
be laid in a place of darkness, nor to endure a long 
apprenticeship of scorching pains, but to seek at once 
the warm precincts of a more cheerful day and enter 
a Paradise of bliss, why should we be afraid of death ? 
Or why should we sorrow for them that sleep in 
Jesus, if thus to sleep, be not to be wrapped in a 
senseless trance, nor haunted by horrid dreams, but 
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having, in the article of deaths slept this painful life 
away, then to enjoy the conscious rest of the people 
of God, to eat the fruit of the tree of life in a new 
garden of Eden, to find ourselves dwelling with the 
spirits of just men made perfect, the general assembly 
and church of the First-born which are written in 
heaven, in a place of blessed repose frequented by 
an innumerable company of angels, lighted by the 
presence of the Mediator of the new covenant, and 
crowned with the favour of the Judge of all ? 

Weep not for the dead then which die in the 
Lord. Fear not, brethren, if at least you are living 
in the love of Christ, and walking in the steps of his 
most holy life, fear not to follow Him along the path 
that leads to so pleasing and peaceable a state : 
doubt not that for them who sleep in Him, to die is 
gain, stedfastly beliove with that assurance which 
belongs to a faith built on no sandy foundation, that 
whenever God's good time shall come, it will be well 
for you, and your's to be taken up into paradise : 
" it will be far better to depart and to be with 
Christ;" to be "absent from the body and present 
with the Lord," is a state which in so far as your 
faith resembles that of the apostle Paul, you will 
not only cease to deprecate, but even learn devoutly 
to desire. 



SifteD &s Satan. 

Bishopthorpe : 
Before the Duchess of Kent and Princess Victoria. 

Luke xxii. 31. 

<' Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desibed to hate tou, 
that he hay sift tou as wheat : but i have pbated fob thee, 

that THY FAITH FAIL NOT: AND WHEN THOU ABT CONVEBTED, 
STBENGTHEN THY BBETHBEN." 

IN the language of modem theology the use of the 
word Conversion is commonly confined to the 
first turning of a heathen or an infidel to Christ : 
by some persons its application is further extended 
to the change which takes place in nominal 
members of the Church of God at the first dawning 
of Christian principle on the mind and the com- 
mencement of a religious life. 

But, in Scripture, the term has no such limited 
meaning : the word which, in the present text, is 
rendered " converted " in other places is translated 
simply turned, turned back, returned : thus whether 
it is said that '^ the shepherds returned, glorifying 
God for what they had seen and heard," or that 
" Jesus turned back in the crowd " to enquire who 
had touched him, or whether, in a metaphorical 
sense, Christians are warned of the danger of 
"turning from the holy commandments delivered 
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unto them," or whether we are reminded that '' he 
who converteth a sinner from the error of his ways 
shall save a soul from death," or whether the ex- 
pression "when thou art converted" is addressed 
to Peter — the terms 'returned, turned, and con- 
verted,' are all in the original language one and the 
same word, bearing in every instance the same 
general sense. 

Dismissing, therefore, the idea of any specific 
signification in the word converted, we may proceed 
to explain the meaning of our Saviour's expressions 
to Peter by the following paraphrase. — Satan hath 
desired from God permission to try your faith to 
the utmost and it will not endure the trial : but I 
have prayed my Father that you may not altogether 
fall away : and when you have returned to your 
duty, let it be your care to strengthen your 
brethren and to warn them against yielding to 
similar temptations. 

But though neither the critical sense of the 
passage, nor the previous history of the Apostle, 
allow us to consider his repentance on this occasion 
as the first dawning of Christian principle in his 
soul, it is undoubtedly one of the most interesting 
circumstances in a life, the records of which from 
the inequalities of mind and conduct displayed in 
them, form one of the most instructive pieces of 
spiritual biography with which we are furnished in 
Scripture. 

In the life of St. Paul, the most striking event' 
was his first conversion : he fell to the earth 
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convinced by one stupendous miracle and trembling 
and astonished said, " Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do ? " Nor does it ever appear that from 
that moment his faith ever faltered, though to the 
end of his course he had still to ^' work out his own 
salvation with fear and trembling," and ^^ to keep 
his body in subjection, lest when he had preached to 
others, he should himself become a castaway." 

But it was long before St. Peter reached that 
constancy of faith, to which St. Paul at once attain- 
ed, and from the various portions of his history 
given in different books of the New Testament, a 
good illustration may be drawn of the progress of 
religion in the soul, according to the usual course 
of God's dealings with his children ; for however 
much there may be of miraculous interposition in 
the history of this Apostle, the change and renewal 
of his mind was in conformity with what appears to 
be the common administration of Providence, a 
renewal, not instantaneous but gradual, a change 
made at different stages, so that there is no one 
crisis to which we can specifically attach the name 
of conversion. 

The commencement of his knowledge of Christ he ' 
owed to the ministry of Andrew, who first brought 
him to Jesus, saying, "We have found the Messias." 
At this interview we know that the name of Peter, 
which we may translate — the rock of the Church, 
"was first bestowed upon him : and it is reasonable, 
I think; to conclude, that the faith, which he eveix 
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then evinced, afforded ground for honourable 
appellation ; we hear, however, no more respecting 
him till the second visit of Christ to Galilee, after 
the call of Philip and Nathanael. Jesus then enter- 
ed into Peter's house, and healed his wife's mother 
who lay ill of a fever, and soon afterwards was 
received by him into his ship, and taught the people 
from it. On this occasion the implied obedience of 
Peter to the directions of Christ, was followed by a 
miraculous draught of fishes, which appears to have 
completed his conviction. The expressions uttered 
by him, when he fell down at Jesus' feet, and 
exclaimed " Depart from me for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord" are scarcely less significant, than 
those direct confessions of Christ, which came from 
him at a later period : and he gave the most 
decided proof of the sincerity of his belief : for when 
he had brought his ship to land, he hesitated not, at 
the call of Jesus, to leave all and follow him. 

It is not to be doubted that the constant conver- 
sation of his Divine Master, the many wonderful 
works which he witnessed, and the miraculous 
powers delegated to himself in common with the 
other disciples, must have contributed greatly to 
confirm his faith, and it deserves to be remarked 
that Peter, with his two other favoured Apostles, 
was peculiarly selected to be the companion of Jesus 
on the most remarkable occasions. Thus, when the 
daughter of the ruler Jairus was raised to life, all 
others were excluded but James, and John, and 
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Peter : at the still more remarkable transaction of 
the Transfiguration, and again at the scene of agony 
in Gethsemane, these three only were present. 
We may judge of the impression, which the 
mysterious spectacle of the Transfiguration had left 
upon his mind, from the mention which he makes of 
it long afterwards in one of his Epistles, '' For we 
have not followed," he says, "cunningly devised 
fables, when we made known unto you the coming 
and power of the Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye 
witnesses of his majesty : for He received from God 
the Father, honour and glory, when there came such 
a voice to him from the excellent glory — ^ This is 
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased : and 
this voice which came from heaven we heard, when 
we were with him in the holy mount." 

But even previous to that event, such was the 
state of his mind, that his faith received high 
commendation from our Saviour's own lips ; whilst 
the people were divided respecting the claims of 
Jesus, those most disposed to believe, regarding him 
only as a prophet, Peter, neither caring for the 
opinions of others, nor shrinking from the avowal of 
his own, declared him to be the Christ, the Son of 
the living God ; and Jesus answered and said unto 
him " Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven : and I say unto thee that thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
Church, ^nd the gates of Hell shall not prevail 
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against it." The attestation thus given by one who 
knew -what was in man, prove that Peter at this 
time, not only felt the conviction which springs from 
a right use of human reason, and which belonged 
to the many infallible proofs which he had seen, 
but also enjoyed that higher light which is 
vouchsafed from above, to complete the impressions 
of reason, on an honest and pious mind. Such then 
was this Apostle, at the hour of which we are to 
speak. Thus furnished with all the elements of a 
true faith, instructed by a testimony without, and a 
testimony within, having already witnessed a good 
confession, and having been since favoured with 
a view of his Lord changed to the glorified form, 
and holding converse with departed saints, having 
recently received a ratification of his faith from 
heaven itself, and heard the voice of God acknow- 
ledging Jesus as his Son : Peter came under the 
sifting of Satan providentially prepared, and as it 
seemed spiritually strong : he came specially warn- 
ed too of the temptation which was about to befall 
him : he came to the proof of his fidelity with con- 
victions of unusual strength, and with an excess even 
of flaming and undaunted zeal. His sword and his 
alone, when his master was assailed, flew from its 
sheath : when all forsook him and fled, he only, with 
one other attached disciple, found his way even into 
the palace of the High Priest. But when he beheld 
him there, he whom he had fondly hoped would 
have restored the kingdom of Israel, helpless as it 
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seemed and powerless, yielding submissively to be 
bound, and giving his face to the smiter — then was 
his faith shaken and his zeal quenched : his spirit 
quailed before the question of a servant and a maid- 
en : he durst not own himself the disciple of that 
deserted being, the object of public mockery and 
scorn : thrice was he challenged : thrice did he 
deny his master : and at last, forgetting the pre- 
cepts of Jesus, as he cast off his faith," he began to 
curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man." 

True it is that one glance from that eye, which 
was now turned to him in silent reproach, sufficed 
to reclaim the apostate, and to draw forth bitter 
tears of repentance; but when you consider the 
present text, my brethren, you will not fail to per- 
ceive that Peter never had repented, never had 
returned to Christ but for Christ's own prayers to 
his Father. For what was it that our Saviour 
asked when he prayed beforehand that the apostle's 
faith might not fail ? Surely not that he might be 
saved from the failure which after all he actually 
experienced, no, but from something worse ; his 
Saviour's prayer was, that he might not fail utterly 
and ultimately, that he might not be lost ir- 
recoverably and for ever. This prayer would not 
have been put up by One who knew the future, 
and could read the hearts of men, had it not been 
required, and it is clear therefore that Peter would 
not have escaped on this occasion from total 
apostacy, except by the prayer and intercession of 
Christ. 
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It is an awful consideration that a man may pass 
so easily and speedily, after enjoying so many 
spiritual privileges, from the highest assurances to 
the brink of eternal perdition ; and doubtless this 
event was recorded for our instruction, especially 
as a warning to those whose spiritual state may 
resemble that of Peter. If there be any who 
resting in their own conscious love for Christ, and 
the inward witness of the spirit, think themselves 
sure always to abide in that love, and act under 
those impulses, let me remind them that all these 
feelings were burning in the breast of Peter within 
a short hour, within a few minutes perhaps, of the 
time when he denied his master ; let me warn 
them that even these feelings of faith and love and 
zeal, however sincere and however warm, however 
in appearance unalterably fixed, are liable to prove 
volatile, inconstant and faithless. • 

Yet here you may see also, brethren, how 
acceptable a thing is faith, even when that faith is 
imperfect ; what mercy Jesus shews to them that 
love him, even though that love may be far less 
consistent, and constant than it ought. It may be 
gathered from the general tenour of the history, 
that the affectionate zeal conspicuous in the character 
of Peter had gained him his Master's favour ; and 
from that favour flowed the prayer which saved him. 
Then when a heart like this, by God's grace, was 
restored to its allegiance, how deeply was it touched ! 
Thenceforward the attachment of Peter was unalter- 
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ably confirmed ; he returned to God a resolute and 
consistent Christian ; from that hour his faith failed 
not, and he commenced a course of unwavering, and 
accepted service. To him, first of the apostles, it 
was granted, to see his Master after his resurrection ; 
to him the great Shepherd at his departure left the 
chief charge of his sheep ; he was now become the 
rock on which the Master-builder would lay the 
foundation of his Church ; his views were spiritual- 
ized ; they no longer savoured the things which be 
of men but the things which be of God; he no 
longer looked to an earthly kingdom but "to 
new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness." His zeal and fervour were directed 
to the salvation of souls, and the enlargement of the 
spiritual kingdom of Christ. Here was an epoch 
in the history of the apostle of not less importance 
than his first call ; here was a change and conversion 
of mind, greater than when he left all, and followed 
Jesus. 

Yet, brethren, even in this high and palmy state 
of spiritual excellence, some remains of the same 
weakness which had before betrayed him, may be 
perceived in the conduct of St. Peter. In the great 
question which agitated the early church, respecting 
the freedom of Christians from Jewish observances, 
he was diverted from that course which had been 
to him especially pointed out by revelation ; and 
dissembling his real judgment, walked, as St. Paul 
says, "4iot uprightly according to the truth of the 
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Gospel." Now we further learn from St. Paul, that 
this dissimulation was owing to his fear of the 
Jewish converts ; so that we have again in this part 
of his career, a recurrence of that want of constancy, 
that defect of moral courage, which had always 
been the weak part of his character. 

This, I say, was always the weak part of St. 
Peter s character, as his zealous affections in a good 
matter were the strong part ; thus on one occasion 
his zeal led him to leap into the sea to rejoin Jesus, 
but his cowardice got the better of his faith, and he 
began to sink ; on another his zeal prompted him 
to follow his master into the High Priest's palace ; 
but his cowardice caused him when there to deny 
that he knew him ; and what is now to be remarked 
is, that this vice of his nature remained not alto- 
gether corrected, even when he was full of the Holy 
Ghost, and of faith ; for in like manner in the 
present case, whilst his zeal carried him to preach, 
and to live among the Gentiles, his cowardice again 
withdrew him from their society, contrary to the 
will of God, and prejudicially, to the interest of the 
church. 

To these two points then we have been conducted 
in our analysis of St. Peter's life. — First, that after 
having long followed Christ, and partaken of the 
revelation of the Spirit, he would have fallen away 
and failed of eternal life, but for the intercession of 
the Son of God, and an extraordinary interposition 
of grace. Secondly, that the grace of God, when 
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vouchsafed in an extraordinary manner, and in the 
most abundant measure, did not prevent his denial 
of Christ, or preserve him from the blame of a 
wrong, and mischievous dissimulation. 

With respect to the first point I have already 
observed, that we can look to no reason for the 
intercession of Christ so probable, as the faith and 
love of this warm-hearted disciple, though clouded 
with weakness ; and the practical conclusion which 
I draw from this is, that the best security for salva- 
tion, is to love the Son of God, with the earnestness 
of a truly grateful affection. 

But the second and last point is no less deserving 
of your serious meditation. What is it that was 
wanting to St. Peter when he had thus loved the 
Son of God, when he was fully enlightened by the 
Holy Ghost and when his faith was such that he 
could raise the dead to life and cast out even those 
unclean spirits who had formerly defied his power ? 
That was still wanting to him which he had often 
preached to others and which his Divine Master 
had peculiarly preached to himself. In the garden 
of Gethsemane, in that hour of darkness and danger 
which preceded the fall of Peter, when the soul of 
the Son of Man was exceedingly sorrowful even 
unto death, and he was kneeling in agony, and 
earnestly praying to his Father — at that hour Peter 
whom he had asked to watch with him, whom he 
had just forewarned of the trial which was at hand, 
was sleeping, and He said unto him "Simon 
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why sleepest thou ? couldst thou not watch with 
me one hour ? watch and pray lest ye enter into 
temptation, the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak." As I said of the prayer of Christ so I 
say of this advice — it would not have been given if 
it had not been wanted. 

That which was wanting to Peter, was watchful- 
ness against temptation, watchfulness against the 
weakness which was native and peculiar to him, the 
sin which did so easily beset him. 

There is no word of exhortation so often repeated 
by Christ and his apostles, as this advice of to 
watch ; there is no word so necessary to be sounded 
in the ears, perhaps even especially of religious men; 
it is the last thing that is learned in religion, though 
it is one of the most essential lessons ; it is easier 
to believe in God, it is easier to trust in Christ, 
than it is to watch our own hearts, to fence our 
souls round with watchful precautions and with 
watchful prayers. Let us call to mind St. Peter's 
own words, the very echo of Christ's to himself, 
repeated after long and dearly-bought experience, 
" Watch unto prayer." If the man whose case we 
have now been considering, if this pre-eminent 
servant of God, in the last and highest exaltation 
of his faith, had need of greater vigilance, what 
must be our need of it ? 

You too, brethren, Satan desires to have that he 
may sift you like wheat, you too are tempted to 
deny Christ, if not in words, in the silent apostacy 
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of an unchristian Ufe. And in proportion as your 
sphere of action is extended, and your means of 
doing good or evil increased, temptations will 
multiply upon you, and like this great Pillar of the 
Christian Church, you will be exposed to severer 
trials, and a more rancorous sifting. 

Yet be it remembered that the accusing Spirit 
by whom we are thus sifted, is but an instrument 
in the hands of Providence ; it is not the mahgnant 
tempter but it is the Maker and Redeemer of man- 
kind of whom it is written that " His fan is in his 
hand and he will throughly purge his flour," and 
that " he will gather the wheat into his gamer but 
bum up the chaff with unquenchable fire." Trust 
him then whilst you distrust yourselves ; it is his 
will that you should come under the refiner's furnace, 
in order that you may come out like fine gold 
tried seven times in the fire, with more perfect 
purity and a brighter lustre, and though no human 
eye may look forward to the dark horizon of the 
future without anxious thoughts, though trials 
equal perhaps to Peter's are before you, and there 
is no divine voice audibly to warn, no soul-subduing 
glance of the Master's to recall, yet if you will use the 
means which reason and religion offer, if watching 
especially unto prayer, you will employ the highest 
of all human privileges, as the safest of all human 
precautions, you may survey that awful future as 
the true-hearted soldier views the field of battle and 
the host of enemies ; you may regard the world 
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with all its trials, as a scene of danger amidst which 
glory and honour are to be sought, and an immortal 
crown is to be gained ; you may hope to find in 
the conflict itself, powers of which you had formed 
no conception and a strength to which untried you 
could never have attained ; you may place unlimited 
confidence in the Captain of your salvation, and 
fighting under his banners, and obedient to his 
guidance, you may trust not only to escape defeat, 
but to achieve a triumph, not only to withstand in 
the evil day, but by God's help, like the primitive 
confessors of Christ, to come off* more than 
conquerors. 



Eije ^la&ajSter 3Box of Ointment. 

York Minster. 

Matt. xxvi. 13. 

'' Thebe came unto him a woman haying an alabasteb box 
of veby pbecious ointment, and poubed it on his head, as he 
sat at meat. but when his disciples saw it, they had indig- 
nation, saying, to what pubpose is this waste ? fob this 
ointment might have been sold fob ifuch, and given to the 
pooB. When Jesus undebstood it, he said unto them, Why 

TBOUBLE YE THE WOMAN ? FOB SHE HATH WBOUGHT A GOOD WOBK 

UPON ME. Fob ye have the poob always with YOU ; but 'me ye 

HAVE NOT always. FoB IN THAT SHE HATH POUBED THIS OINTMENT 
ON MY BODY, SHE DID IT FOB MY BUBIAL. VeBILY I SAY UNTO YOU, 
WHEBESOEVEB THIS GOSPEL SHALL BE PBEACHED IN THE WHOLE 
WOBLD, THEBE SHALL ALSO THIS, THAT THIS WOMAN HATH DONE, BE 
TOLD FOB A MEMOBIAL OF HEB." 

THESE are remarkable words, my brethren, 
remarkable for the circumstances in which 
they were pronounced, and remarkable for the 
manner in which they have been verified — remark- 
able when you examine the character of the person 
to whom they refer, and consider the nature of 
the action which they consigned to everlasting 
remembrance. 

Of an action apparently unimportant, done by 
an obscure woman in a petty village of Judea, it 
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was predicted by one who soon afterwards died as 
a malefactor, that it should be spoken of through 
the whole world, and the memorial of it recorded 
for ever ; and what I call upon you to remark is 
that the prediction, contrary to all probability, is at 
this day, and in this church, and in the audience of 
this congregation, at the end of eighteen centuries, 
and in one of the extreme comers of the habitable 
world, fulfilled in our ears. 

I think that any man of plain practical under- 
standing must perceive this to be a very extraor- 
dinary coincidence ; I think that upon reflection he 
must perceive, that he has here before him nothing 
less than the evidence of a standing miracle to the 
prophetical character of Christ ; but supposing this 
view of the matter to be questioned, supposing 
some one of a more speculative mind to suggest 
that such a combination of circumstances, though 
extraordinary, may after all be nothing more than 
a fortuitous coincidence ; I conceive that many a 
plain man might be perplexed by such an objection, 
and lose something of his confidence in the truth of 
his first conviction. 

As this is a species of proof which appears to me 
to rank high among the evidences of the Christian 
religion, I consider it a point of much importance 
to ascertain the real weight which belongs to it. 
We see the great consequence of understanding 
accurately the value of evidence in the transactions 
pf civil society ; the property or hfe of a fellow 
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creature may depend upon our forming a true 
judgment on such a point as this^ and in questions 
of religious faith, just notions on the subject are of 
still deeper concern, as they involve principles more 
material to the peace of society, than even the ad- 
ministration of justice, and interests of still higher 
importance than either property or life. 

The question at present before us is, whether the 
coincidence which we remark between the predic- 
tion of the text, and its actual accomplishment, is to 
be regarded as accidental, or not. 

Now, in the investigation of such subjects, com- 
plicated subjects which do not admit of demonstra- 
tive reasoning, there is but one safe guide, and that 
is a perpetual reference at every step of the 
argument, to our practical judgments in particular 
cases. It is astonishing into what absurdities men 
of the greatest acuteness have fallen in their meta- 
physical enquiries, for want of attending to this 
rule ; such a reference is our only security against 
being misled by the ambiguity of general language ; 
by these practical judgments it is that we are to 
correct our reckoning, and, like the mariner in a 
diflSicult navigation, endeavour to make the land a 
fresh departure as often as we can. In pursuing 
this method of enquiry, I shall only be solicitous to 
put such cases as may be easily understood, and 
cannot fail of being rightly decided, and, therefore, 
shall not scruple to employ the most common and 
familiar instances, begging you only to remember 
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that however trivial may be the illustrations, the 
question illustrated by them is one of the greatest 
magnitude and the most serious moment. 

If, in a variable season, a man should tell you 
that it will be fair weather tomorrow, and it should 
turn out to be so, this is clearly a coincidence which 
may be considered accidental as to his foreknow- 
ledge, for it was an even chance whether he was 
wrong ; but suppose the man to foretell you what 
the weather would be the next day for a month 
together, and to prove right — would you then think 
the coincidence accidental ? you would certainly 
call it extraordinary, you would consider it, that is, 
as one which required to be accounted for — you 
would judge that either from experience, or by 
some aid from philosophy, the man had acquired 
the power of foreseeing changes in the weather, 
and every successive prediction, that was verified, 
would confirm your judgment till it reached to a 
moral certainty. 

Let me now put a case in one respect different 
from this. There is a well authenticated story of 
an Indian who, in the wilds of America, let loose a 
serpent which he had marked, and undertook that 
on a certain day in the following year it should 
return. At the stated time the reptile reappeared. 
Now, did the astonished spectators take this for an 
accident? No, they considered it as an extra- 
ordinary coincidence ; they looked about for the 
reason of it, and found it in the Indian's accuratQ 
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observation of the animal's habits and his knowledge 
of its periods of torpor. 

So that here you have a single prediction only^ 
of which the nature is such^ that when verified, it 
at once produces a conviction upon your mind that 
the predictor really foresaw the event ; in this cir- 
cumstance it differs from the former case, but the 
principle of judgment is the same, for whether you 
predict rightly ten times in succession, with an 
even chance of being right or wrong, or once with 
a thousand chances against your being right, in- 
cludes very nearly the same improbability. 

The force of this kind of proof is admitted in the 
gravest transactions and by the most competent 
judges. In our courts of justice, where the laws of 
evidence have been sifted by repeated examination 
and settled by long experience, we see the matter 
of life and death frequently determined by such 
coincidences as these. An accomplice in a murder 
states that the skeleton of the murdered man will 
be found interred in a certain cave ; the cave is 
searched, and the bones are found. Now, why is 
this circumstance allowed to corroborate the veracity 
of the witness, but because a coincidence against 
which there were so many chances, could not be • 
thought accidental ; in the case to which I allude, it 
was endeavoured to invalidate the argument, by 
alleging that in ancient times caves were often in- 
habited and the remains of their tenant deposited 
in his retreat ; and the defence was good as far as 
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it went, but it was insufficient, because it did not 
materially reduce the chances against finding a 
human skeleton in any given cave ; had the state- 
ment been that the body would be found in a 
churchyard, it could have furnished no corroboration 
of the testimony of the witness. 

Even in the proper province of demonstrative 
reasoning, the philosopher sometimes looks for a 
confirmation of the truth of his principles to the 
correspondence of the event with the anticipations 
of theory ; the return of a comet at its predicted 
period is received as a solid proof of the accuracy of 
those calculations by which its eccentric path had 
been determined and its re-appearance foretold, and 
for the mass of mankind, their whole faith in the 
doctrines of philosophy rests upon no other founda- 
tion than this very evidence combined with the 
evidence of testimony. 

There are probably not many in this congregation 
who profess to understand enough of the move- 
ments of the heavenly bodies to calculate an eclipse, 
or even to comprehend the calculation ; but is there 
one amongst us who, having witnessed this pheno- 
menon, occurring at the time and in the manner 
in which it had been foretold, could think its 
correspondence with thd Calendar accidental, or 
doubt whether the astronomer had foreseen it ? 
And I beseech you to remark that this is a 
strong case, too, for doubt ; it is no small demand 
which is here made upon your faith, for what 
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can you conceive to seem at first sight much more 
incredible, than that a man should be able to 
prophecy what should be&U the heavens with 
more certainty than he could prognosticate events 
upon his own earth? that he should be able to 
say, — In such a year of such a century to come, 
on such a day at such an instant of time, the face 
of the sun shall begin to be darkened, and a shadow 
shall spread over his orb, and reach to a measured 
line in his disc, and pass away in a given direction, 
and in a certain number of minutes leave his light 
unobscured as before. That a human creature 
should ever be gifted with such an extraordinary 
reach of knowledge as this seems, I say, at first 
sight incredible ; and what is it that surmounts this 
incredibility ? why the far greater, the positive and 
calculable incredibility that without such knowledge 
and by accident alone, such events should corres- 
pond precisely with such predictions. 

Observe, also, the nature and degrees of the faith 
reposed in this presumptive evidence, faith the most 
implicit in matters the most practical and moment- 
ous. What is it to which the sailor trusts his life 
on the blank and perilous ocean ? to a science, the 
ultimate principles of which, for the most part, he 
has not learnt ; he trusts his life, I say, with the 
most perfect confidence, in the midst of the jeopard- 
ous Atlantic, to the formularies and instruments of 
a science, the grounds of which he does not know ; 
he measures the places of the stars, he works his 
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lunar observations, he calculates distance by time, 
and determines the spot on which his vessel is 
floating, by the altitude of the meridian sun, and 
though he is utterly unable to demonstrate the con- 
nection of any of these processes with their results, 
he shapes his course according to them and feels 
himself secure. Though his safety is at stake, 
though demonstration is within his reach, he does 
not require any more rigorous proof, but he is 
satisfied with evidence of which we are speaking ; 
his sextant and his tables have formerly foreshown 
him the land, their predictions have coincided with 
the event, and he would laugh at the sceptic who 
should tell him that the coincidence may have been 
only accidental. 

The general proposition, then, which I deduce 
from these considerations, is the following, — ^that if 
a man predicts an event, which, on common calcu- 
lations, is in a high degree improbable, and the 
prediction comes to pass, it may be concluded with 
confidence that he had some extraordinary and cer- 
tain means of foreseeing the event. 

Now let us apply this principle to the case before 
us. The text involves two predictions, one that 
the Gospel should be preached in all the world, 
the other that wherever it should be preached the 
action, which a certain woman had then done, should 
be mentioned and her memory preserved. A more 
improbable supposition, humanly speaking, I think, 
could not have been conceived. What are the 
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chances, think you, against any religion whatever^ 
professed by a handful of men, becoming the religion 
of the world ? and if those men were among the 
meanest of their countiymen ; if their leader's 
station was humble like their own and his character 
obnoxious to the rulers of the nation ; if he was 
speaking under an ominous presentiment of death 
and alluded to his approaching burial at the very 
time he uttered this pLiction° if the converte Z 
was to leave behind him to struggle for the new 
religion were not only few but also faint-hearted ; 
if they were without any visible power either to 
recommend or enforce it^ uneducated to argue and 
forbidden to fight ; what were the chances, I would 
ask, of such men under such a leader propagating 
their religion even in their own country ? But if 
their country was a petty state and their country- 
men a despised and tributary people, what again 
were the chances of a religion which emanated from 
such a nation ever taking possession of the world ; 
what were the chances that a religion issuing from 
Judea would prevail over the mightiest kingdoms 
of the earth ; disturb their ancient faith, subvert the 
temples of their gods, read a new lesson of philo- 
sophy to the Greek, give a new law to the Roman, 
mount the throne of the Cesars, extend its empire 
to the remotest east, and spread over the unknown 
west? And when, to these incalculable chances 
against the fulfilment of the first part of the pre- 
diction, you add those which existed against any 
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record being preserved of the particular action 
adverted to in the text ; when you add the chances 
of its never having been committed to writing and 
the chances of the written document not having 
survived, you will see how incalculable was the 
improbability, at the time this prediction was pro- 
nounced, that the event predicted would ever have 
occurred. 

In drawing your attention to this text I have 
only laid before you one example out of many, of 
the evidence of this kind, which you will find in 
Scripture; another remarkable instance may be 
noticed in the correspondence between the present 
state of the Jews and the prophecies relating to 
them ; a correspondence so remarkable indeed that 
it was considered by an eminent statesman of the 
last century, (though a man of no very religious 
turn of mind) as in itself sufficient to establish the 
truth of Christianity. I have heard it said that 
the state of the Jews is no more wonderful than 
the condition of that vagrant people who are scat- 
tered through all parts of Europe and whose origin 
and history are so singularly obscure ; but this is 
altogether mistaking the nature of the argument, 
which is exactly the same as that we have been 
now pursuing ; there is no inference whatever 
drawn from the extraordinary state of the Jews, but 
a very strong and just inference is drawn from the 
predictions in Scripture of that extraordinary state. 
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But if these coincidences are extraordinary when 
taken alone, what are their force when considered 
together ? when all these separate proofs are multi- 
plied with one another the evidence acquires a 
prodigious weight and becomes such, not only as 
every good and pious man, in the case of a revela- 
tion professing to come from God, ought to be ready 
to entertain, but such as every prudent man would 
allow to influence his conviction and govern his 
conduct in the most trying circumstances of common 
life. On the subject of religion we only ask you 
to act on the same principles of judgment as if you 
were impanneled on a jury, and with the same 
precaution as if you were afloat upon the sea. Do 
not, upon the more perilous wide moral ocean, be 
content to let your vessel drive to whatever land 
the wind and the waves may carry it; the experiment 
is too dangerous ; it is too dresidful a thing to run 
the chance of being cast away on the shores of 
eternity crying out for demonstration and, because 
you cannot have it, rejectiDg all the lights which 
God in his mercy has vouchsafed to grant you. 



JKfje (Exaltation of f&m's Nature* 

York Minster^ Christmas^ 1846. 

Psalm viii. 3, 4, 5, 6. 

** When I consider thy heavens, the work op thy fingers, 

THE moon and the STARS WHICH ThOU HAST ORDAINED, WHAT IS 

man that thou art mindful of him, or the son of man that 
Thou visitest him ? For Thou hast made him a little lowsr 

THAN the angels AND HAST CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND 

HONOUR. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works 

OF THY HANDS AND HAST PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FBEt". 

• 

WHO can consider the work of the Divine fingers 
in the fabric of the heavens, who can look 
into the depths of the mighty firmament and watch 
the stars in their courses, ^ they pass before the gaze 
of vulgar sense ; who can exercise a vision exalted by 
art to what might be imagined to be an angel's ken, 
extending into illimitable space ; who can behold the 
milky zone and shining spots of the sky resolve 
themselves one after the other, as they come to be 
more distinctly discovered, into separate constellations 
and thousands of new worlds of light; who can con- 
sider such a crowd of mighty globes spread orb 
within orb and system beyond system, into infinity ; 
till perception, imagination, and reason, are altogether 
lost in the clouds and darkness round about the 
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throne of the Ahnighty ; — ^who, I say, can "consider" 
these stupendous works of the Creator without 
feeling compelled to join in the exclamation of the 
Psalmist " What is man that Thou art mindfiil of 
him or the Son of man that thou visitest him ? " 

How small a speck, brethren, is this earth of ours 
in the multitude of those greater worlds which we 
see ' in the heavens ! and how small a part do the 
visible heavens themselves discover to mortal eyes 
of His ways in the universe who alone " telleth the 
number of the stars and calleth them all by their 
names ! " 

But even among the creatures who occupy this 
little span of earth, how petty a creature is man ! 
Can he measure his stature with the Leviathan of 
the ocean ? Can he vie in strength with the 
Behemoth of the land ? Can he rival the fowls of 
the air in the grace and beauty wherein they axe 
arrayed ? Magnifying himself in all his pomp, 
raised on his hoards of silver and gold, standing 
over the heaps of his slain, mounting on the wings 
of his rapid ideas and many-coloured words, — ^how 
little is all his greatness ! how mean the height of 
his earthly ambition ! how insignificant his unsteady 
course compared with the march of those creatures 
of God's fingers which for ever keep his laws and 
fulfil his commandment ! 

Such are the comparisons into which our thoughts 
are inevitably drawn, when, after expatiating on the 
greatness and regularity of the works of the Creator, 
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we bend our eyes downwards on human nature, not 
in the depths of its deformity, but even in the pride 
of its best earthly estate ; comparisons which are 
turned to the worst purposes by evil-minded men. 
The depraved sensuaUst, the graceless wit, the vain 
aflfecter of melancholy genius, all these love to scoff 
at man s lofty pretentions, and to bring him down 
with the shafts of ridicule and satire below the level 
of the earth on which he treads. 

Far different the spirit of this Psalm in contrasting 
the vastness of the universe with the apparent 
insignificance of mankind. Here are no special 
doubts, no idle complaints — but wonder, which melts 
into admiring gratitude, " thanksgiving, and the 
voice of melody." 

Strong was the faith, brethren, that led the sweet 
Psalmist of Israel to look unappalled ^into the im- 
mensity of the heavens ; and under the fullest and 
most present conviction of his own littleness, still to 
feel no mistrust of the loving-kindness of the Lord ! 
Sound and healthy was the thankfulness with which 
he praised his Maker for a place on earth above 
" the chiefest of the ways of God ; " for endowing 
man with such rational and social powers that " He 
has made him to have dominion over the works of 
His hands," even the wild beasts of the field and 
" hath put all things in subjection under his feet ! " 

There shone not then that light which has since 
been shed abroad on our hearts, but even in this 
transient supremacy, in the subjugation of the 
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strongeBt and boldest natures on earth to man's 
rational sway, the prophet's sight could descry a 
prospect of his greater advancement^ and a design to 
crown him, though now made " a little lower than 
the angels," with a high degree of glory and worship. 
When we raise our eyes, brethren, from the little 
measures of earthly greatness to the framework of 
the heavens and their uncounted worlds; if that 
sight is noble, if the admiration be devout with 
which we gaze on those outward emblems and 
evidences of God ; still greater is the height to which 
our contemplations ascend when we lift them up 
from human nature, such as here we see it, to 
embrace within the vision of our faith the unseen 
universe of angelic beings. 

The Psalmist speaks of angels as of objects familiar 
to his mind ; and if you, brethren, would feel the ftJl 
force of his devout aspirations to the Father of 
spirits, you must make them familiar to your own. 
It is the natural tendency of our minds to think of 
the world as peopled with spiritual beings. Even 
the heathen thought they saw in every part of it 
" gods many and lords many." True religion has 
shewn us a multitude of spirits ** greater than we 
are in power and might," though like ourselves 
the work of the same fingers which made heaven 
and earth. From the beginning this truth has been 
revealed, that as there is on earth a creature grander 
' in his essence than the earth and all that it contains, 
so are there, in the heavenly places, authorities, 
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principalities and powers, far grander to the spiritual 
eye than the whole compass of the heavens 
themselves. 

Of man the Psalmist speats as having been 
" made hut a little lower' than these. The nearness 
of their relation to us, the fellowship of principle 
and duty which subsists between them and ourselves, 
is strongly marked by St. John, where he relates 
the remonstrance by which he was prevented from 
falUng down and worshipping at the feet of the 
angel who shewed him things to come, — "See thou 
do it not ; for I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy 
brethren, the prophets, and of them which keep the 
sayings of this book." The warmth and intimacy of 
their fellow-feeling with us is no less strongly stated 
by our Saviour when he describes the joy which 
is among the angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth, and again when he assures us that each 
of those little ones who follow him have their own 
watchful angels beholding always the face of His 
Father in heaven. 

We are then to consider the invisible communion 
with us of these glorious spirits as an integral part 
of a Christian's creed. We are to consider ourselves 
as environed by a spiritual world of beings, far off 
indeed from the perfections of Him who " chargeth 
his angels with folly," but yet holy and mighty 
beings, the friends and visitors of man, holding 
partnership in his highest concerns and taking • 
pleasure in his greatest good. 
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Ofttimes in the sacred history of mankind, from 
the first book of Scripture to the last, we hear of 
such heavenly visitors as singly charged with 
messages of grace ; but on the blessed day we 
are now met to celebrate, when the angel of 
the Lord came on the shepherds and the glory, 
of the Lord shone round about them, then also 
it stands on record that the whole heavenly host 
was manifested to human eyes and audible to earthly 
ears, giving " Glory to God in the Highest" and 
chanting " peace on earth, goodwill towards men." 
Let us treat this statement as the Evangelist 
delivers it to us, not as a shadowy vision, or 
a poetical figure in the history of the Saviour's birth, 
but as a solemnly recorded fact ; and let us realise 
the scene to our minds as the most significant and 
impressive ever witnessed in the world. 

No record could bear more striking evidence to 
the magnitude of the grace which was at that time 
bestowed on man. The creature whom the multi- 
tude of the heavenly host congratulate cannot be of 
little value among the Almighty's works ; the 
message conveyed by choirs of angels with hymns 
of thanksgiving might well prove to be one of 
" glory and honour." 

And such the angeUc message truly was ; the 
event was worthy of the embassy. The capital point 
of that " honour and glory," long promised and now 
fiilfiUed in the incarnate God, may have been but 
darkly visible to the Psalmist's eye ; but we have 
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the express authority of Scripture for referring the 
verification of these words of the text to that Son of 
Man in whose person the highest degree of glory, 
even the glory of the eternal Godhead, is become 
incorporate with humanity ; we have the testimony 
of Holy Scripture that in Christ Jesus God hath 
indeed "put all things," even the darkest and 
dreadest enemies of man, "into subjection under 
his feet." 

"To the angels," the same Scriptures remark, 
"hath he not put into subjection the world to 
come ;" but to one only Being, of whom they add, 
that "verily he took not on him the nature of 
angels ; but he took on him the seed of Abraham." 
When "the Word" himself "became flesh" and 
" pitched his tent within us," 0, brethren, to what 
a height of glory was human nature exalted ! and 
at the same time to what a height of responsible 
obligation ! 

Does any one still ask doubtingly, " what is man?" 
Does any look despondingly from the towering 
pinnacle of honour on which God's visit to our race 
has placed him. Put thy trust in Him " that is 
from above," Him that " upholdeth all things by the 
word of His Power ;" " He shall give his angels 
charge concerning thee, and in their hands they 
shall bear thee up, that thou hurt not thy foot 
against a stone." His "grace is sufficient" for you, 
only be it your s to lift up your own spirits to the 
height of the station to which it has pleased Him to 
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advance you. Cherish within you those high and 
holy thoughts that suit the brethren of Chriist and 
the sons of God. No longer ' ' lower than the angels " 
in Him who is " much better than they," " set your 
aflfections on things above, and not on things in the 
earth." 

The fulfilment of a mighty benefit calls, brethren, 
for deeper emotions than belong to its distinct prog- 
nostics. The prophet David praised God for giving 
man the glory and honour in this inferior state ; he 
saw, too, it may be, beyond his own horizon, gleams 
of a distant light and signs of greater splendor to 
come ; and he thanked his God for what he saw. 
The angels rejoiced to see a Son of Man bom into 
the world whom they knew to be the Son of the 
Highest. But to what standard, brethren, should 
our own feelings rise who have seen the grace, which 
was then but dawning on mankind, advance to its 
meridian brightness ! what ought our praises to be 
who know, not the birth only, but "things into 
which the angels desire to look" — even the mys- 
terious death — even the glorious resurrection — even 
the ascent into heaven — even the intercession at 
God's right hand of David's Almighty Son ! how 
ought we to join in David's own devout ejaculation, 
" What is man that Thou art mindful of him, or the 
son of man that Thou visitest him ; Thou hast made 
\\\m a little lower than the angels and hast crowned 
him with glory and honour ! " 

When the Son of Man shall come in his glory 
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and shall send forth his angels and gather his elect 
from the four quarters of the earth, then shall these 
words of happy prophecy be verified in all his 
saints. Let us thank him with joyful gratulations 
for our own share of hope in that vast inheritance 
of honour. Clothed in the white vesture which 
pertains to that second birthright of heavenly glory, 
lifting up pure hands and holy hearts, with angels 
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
let us laud and magnify his glorious name, evermore 
praising him and saying — Holy — Holy — Holy, 
Lord God of hosts ! heaven and earth are full of 
thy glory : Glory be to Thee, 0, Lord Most High I 
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Ephesians V. 16. 



REDEEinNO THE TDCE, BEGAUSE THE DATS ABB EVIL.** 



THE first day of a New Year, brethren, is hailed 
among us as a subject of universal congratula- 
tion. What are the grounds of such a practice ? 
Why do we felicitate one another on this returning 
mark of the passage of time ? 

Do we congratulate the schoolboy that from his 
short holidays of play and frolic another year is cut 
off, and that the cares and anxieties of manhood are 
at hand ? Do we congratulate the ripened man on 
that rapid passage of years which carries away the 
flower and the friends of his youth, blanches his 
hair, and steals first one faculty and then another of 
the body and the mind ? Do we congratulate every 
man his neighbour that a twelvemonth less is left to 
us of the activities, the gains, the pleasures, the 
comforts of life ? 

A strange subject for mutual rejoicing among 
that large class of people who look to nothing as 
redeeming the time beyond earthly activities, earthly 
gains, earthly pleasures, and earthly comforts ! One 
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would think that these must regard it as an up- 
braiding custom, a malicious pleasantry, and must 
wish themselves under other skies, where less 
marked changes of the seasons suffer the year to 
pass unnoticed away. 

But there are some, at least, who think of 
redeeming the time, in the Apostle's meaning of the 
words, by turning it to account in a more extended 
sense ; some who have a clear Christian perception 
of an eternity of time before them, and who regard 
these revolving years as portions of a season allotted 
to them to " lay up a good foundation against the 
time to come." Supposing such persons conscious 
of having spent the past, and hopeful to spend the 
coming year, in such a manner as to multiply the 
interest of future blessedness, — in their congratu- 
lations there is no absurdity, no hypocrisy, no 
suppressed under-current of bitter reflections ; they 
may rationally rejoice as the hand of time ploughs 
up the field of life and turns the furrow over the 
seed; they may joyfully distinguish with a white 
mark the first day of a New Year. 

Into that awful ^^ time to come " which we must 
all soon enter, many who joined in the last felicita- 
tions of this season have since passed ; and if, as is 
most probable, they are still conscious, like ourselves, 
of the movement of time, there are among them too 
some, who, lifting up their heads in that place where 
they rest in Christ, are looking forward with mutual 
gratulations to their redemption in Him, and haiUng 
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the nearer approach of that day when they shall 
have " their perfect consummation and bliss both in 
body and soul in His eternal and everlasting 
kingdom." 

But, on the other hand, were we to represent to 
our imaginations all who have gone from amongst 
us as laid in a common cemetery, and an honest 
record engraven on each tomb of the manner 
in which the occupant had spent his years, we 
should learn how, in evil days, time, instead 
of being redeemed, is wont to be squandered and 
abused. 

As for the charnel-house in which those lie who 
have abandoned the precious hours of hfe to 
" rioting and drunkenness ; " or the yet baser sensual- 
ists who have practised the devilish art of tempting 
woman to sin ; or the slaves of the unrighteous 
mammon who have waded through fraud and 
violence to unjust and dishonest ends, — ^though even 
over these the world casts its cloak of deep dissimu- 
lation, recites a pedigree on their monuments and 
writes on their hatchments the customary motto " I 
shaU rise again "-yet the unclean spirit, over whose 
bones the gorgeous memorial is reared, knows that 
he has " sold his birthright," in the resurrection of 
the just, for "a morsel of meat," and whatever 
stroke on the bell of time disturbs his troubled 
dream, for him arise no more felicitations on the 
passing years, but in place of mutual rejoicings " an 
exceeding great and bitter cry " of spirits that have 
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'4ost their blessing," and whose day of final 
retribution draws nigher with every revolution of 
the dial's hand. 

Of some among the departed no worse can be 
said, and, alas ! no better, than that " they have 
lived in pleasure on the earth and been wanton ; " 
that they have wasted the chief of their time in 
sports and amusements, in enjoyments which bear 
no fruit beyond the grave, nor lead to any blessedness 
in the great day of redemption. 

Others are in the graveyard whom, if any, the 
world commends to us, but of whom we must yet 
ask from higher authority than the world's, whether 
they have redeemed the time,. Here lie the men of 
renown, the famous men of their generation, perha,ps 
of generations to come ; here lies the orator, the 
poet, on whom applause is showered from a thousand 
mouths ; there the philosopher, the statesman, the 
warrior, each of whom has had his public funeral. 
But we must pause, brethren, as Christian men, 
before we add our admiration to the voice of 
common fame. We must look to the balance of the 
sanctuary. The childish admiration of the world 
rises at "the unconquerable will," irrespective of 
the unscrupulousness with which, perhaps, that will 
was exerted ; the genius for commanding men, even 
the talent for amusing fancy and startling reason, is 
extolled with an ignoble enthusiasm, though men 
have been commanded to their hurt, and though 
fancy has been amused and reason puzzled at the 
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expense of virtue and religion. So far has this 
hero-worship been carried, this idolatry of force of 
character and intellectual power, that these qualities 
of the human mind have been even deified, and the 
bare will and naked intellect exalted into the plax^e 
of God. 

It was a becoming practice of the olden time to 
write nothing on a tombstone except the sunplest 
facts. But were an encomiastic epitaph appropriate 
to any human being, and were an angel to inscribe 
a monument, what would he write ? What, for 
instance, would be the praise bestowed by such a 
pencil of light on the author of the present text ? 
Not "Here lies the leaTmed, the eloquent Paul;" 
but. Here lies one who " kept the faith : " 
"henceforth there is laid up for him a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give him in that day. 

If in any work of ours, brethren, in any of our 
acquirements, or any exercise of our faculties, there 
is a true redemption of time, it is not in abilities, or 
in actions, of which the field is bounded by the 
earth's horizon ; it is not in acquiring the power and 
deepening the knowledge which vanishes in the 
grave ; but to have kept faith in the unseen, to have 
laid up the "crown of righteousness," which the 
Apostle expected ; that love of God, of his Christ, 
and of his creatures ; that perception of moral truth, 
that integrity of moral purpose, that consistency of 
moral conduct, that tenacity of right, and that 
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abhorrence of wrong, which will continue to be the 
most exalted features of our immortal spirits, with 
whatever higher faculties it may please God to 
endow us, and whatever greater part He may- 
commit to us hereafter through the course of never- 
ending years. 

To .have acquired these qualities is indeed to 
" redeem the time : " these are the excellencies of 
human nature which are bom of superhuman 
inspiration and lead to everlasting praise. This is 
the true glory of man. All other glorying except 
that of having used the moral and spiritual gifts of 
God to the glory of the giver, all other congratula- 
tions on the revolving years, are no better than an 
idle mockery. 

Great is the reward of years spent in the good 
fight of faith and great no doubt in evil days the 
difficulty of such a course. " Straight is the gate 
and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it." How few, brethren, 
of those that are dropping year by year into 
the tomb, how few of those whom we see still 
floating on the stream of time, who even attempt 
to redeem it by the pursuit of anything beyond 
worldly bubbles ! 

In these pursuits of the many there is no real 
ground of congratulation in the changing years. May 
we be found, not among that giddy multitude, but 
among the serious few, to whom the new year will 
be indeed a happy one, as having entitled them' to 
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the joyful assurance, when this world's time shall be 
no more, of that Divine gratulation from the sole 
Judge of the redemption of time, sole Source of joy, 
sole Master of all, — " Well done, good and faithful 
servant ! enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 



York Minster, 1842. 

John i. 12. 

** As MANY AS BBOEIVED HIM, TO THEM GAVE HE POWER TO BECOME 
THE SONS OF GOD." 

IN the preface which St. John prefixed to his 
Gospel, he laid down, as the foundation of it, this 
doctrine — ^that the same Divine agent who filled the 
world with light and life in the beginning had come 
from the bosom of the Father, and, uniting himself 
with his creatures in the person of Jesus Christ, had 
communicated to them a new life of the soul, and a 
new illumination within. The Evangelist clearly 
represents the light as shining freely and impartially 
on all, though it meets with a different reception 
according to the disposition of , those on whom it 
shines, some imbibing the illumination, and some 
comprehending it not ; some rejecting the Author of 
light and life, and some receiving him ; and he adds, 
that they only who admitted the light were warmed 
and enlightened by it ; to them who received the 
first begotten of 'the Father and believed on his 
name " to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God." 
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The choice which lies in us of either stifling that 
light in our souls or receiving it, so as to be en- 
lightened by it and to reflect it, the awful responsi- 
bility which such a choice implies, the personal 
conduct of the individual by which the power offered 
to all of becoming the sons of God may be rendered 
feeble or unavailing, the human means and pre- 
cautions by which the influence of the divine power 
may be appropriated and realized ; these subjects, 
brethren, when the foundation of the belief and 
knowledge of divine things has once been laid, 
cannot but be the most important of all studies to 
him who aspires to profit by the light of Christ and 
to become one of the sons of God. 

It stands first, however, as in connection with the 
train of thought which we have already pursued, and 
as part of the foundation of our reUgious knowledge, 
to enter into some fiirther considerations of the 
ejBScacy of the true light itself regarded as the energy 
of Divine grace acting upon us through the medium 
of the eternal Son of God. 

The intrinsic nature and operation of such a power 
or energy who shall venture to scrutinise ? Of 
things behind the veil it becomes us not to inquire 
either too curiously or too sceptically ; " How can 
these things be T It was in reference to the very 
subject on which we are now touching that a ruler 
of Israel put this question to Him who best could 
answer it ; and you remember the reply — " The 
wind bloweth where it hsteth, and thou hearest the 
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sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh 
and whither it goeth ; so is every one that is bom 
of the Spirit." 

Had that subject been thenceforward left where the 
Light of the world was pleased to leave it — a mystery- 
reserved and sequestered from the intrusion of 
irreverent curiosity and ignorant superstition, we 
should never have heard of attempts to fix a local 
habitation for the true light of the Spirit in its 
material symbols, and to unite, as the Church of 
Rome have united, the power of the spirit of Christ 
with the substance of the creatures of bread and 
wine and of water and salt. 

But though the endeavour is vain and presump- 
tuous, to bring down to our comprehension the 
mystery of the divine influence by thus mixing and 
confusing physical with spiritual ideas, the attentive 
reader of Scripture will nevertheless not fail to 
discover therein revealed some few particular cir- 
cumstances, respecting the method and measure 
wherein the ^^power^* of the Spirit is present to the 
soul of the believer, which it is of the greatest practi- 
cal consequence that we should fully understand. 

The first of these particulars is, that the power of 
the Lord is at all times and in all places near at 
hand to those who devoutly approach to him — 
" Draw nigh to God,'' says St. James, " and He 
will draw nigh to you ;" — but especially in the act 
of prayer, when it is offered from a pure heart, in 
the manner which he has appointed and for the 
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objects which he approves, by the believer who adds 
obedience to faith. " This," says St. John, " is the 
confidence which we have in the Son of God, that 
if we ask anything OA^ording to his tvill, he heareth 
us," and, " whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, 
because we keep his commandments and do those 
things which are pleasing in his sight" 

The second particular is, that the power of the 
Lord is emphatically present in the united congre- 
gations of the faithful, " Where," said he himself, 
" two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of you." 

The third and last particular is, that the sacra- 
ments which he has ordained are accompanied by 
the " power" of his Spirit, and that in the sacrament 
of the Lord's supper he enters into fellowship with 
beUevers — " Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except 
a man be bom of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God" — " The bread which 
we break is it not the fellowship (or communion) of 
the body of Christ ?" the wine which we drink, " is 
it not the fellowship (or communion) of the blood 
of Christ ?" 

In the expressions employed in these three 
cases of the spiritual power of Christ in private, 
public, and sacramental prayer, you may discern a 
gradation of force ; and that of ^'fellowship" or 
'' conmiunion with his body and blood" is the 
strongest expression of all. Nor is there less em- 
phatical strength in the words of our Saviour himself 
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on this subject — " Verily I say unto you, except ye 
eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood 
ye have no life in you" — " He that eateth my flesh 
and drinketh my blood dwelleth in me and I in 
him." " As the Father hath sent me, and I live by 
the Father, so he that eateth me, even he shall live 
by me." — " This is the bread that came down from 
heaven ; not as your fathers did eat manna and are 
dead ; he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever." 
For though this is doubtless figurative language, 
including a great width of meaning, and denoting 
the reception of all the principles of the Gospel — 
the trust in Christ's atonement — the walk in Christ's 
commandments, — ^yet would our interpretation of 
these expressions be critically incomplete, were we 
to leave out the allusion, on which the figure is 
founded, to the eating that bread in remembrance of 
him in the sacrament of the Lord's supper. The 
words I have quoted cannot but be taken in connec- 
tion with the analogous words used by him in 
founding that sacred institution — " Take ; eat ; this 
is my body which is given for you," and in that 
connection can imply no less than that the faithful 
reception of the symbolical bread is accompanied in 
a peculiar degree by the gift of that " power" by 
which we " become the sons of God." 

But it may be asked what difference there can be 
supposed between the presence of the Spirit and 
power of God on one occasion and its presence on 
another, in the closet, in the congregation, and at 
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the sacramental table ? In speaking of an Omni- 
present Being those who use the word presence, or 
even the somewhat equivocal term real presence, do 
not, (or should not) use it in a sense of physical 
locahty, but of propitious influence and active opera- 
tion. Now there is no reason why the power of 
Christ should not operate upon men under different 
conditions and relations, in different measures and 
proportions according to his will. In this sense his 
Spirit is more present to a Christian than a heathen, 
more present to us Christians in our prayers than in 
our common avocations, more present to us in our 
united prayers than in our soUtary orisons, more 
present, more really present, to us in our devout 
commemoration of his earthly sufferings than in 
any other act of our devotions. 

And now, brethren, passing from the occasions on 
which as we gather from Scripture the light of 
Christ's presence shines upon us with different 
degrees of brightness and warmth, let us next 
inquire what the effects are which we are taught to 
hope for from these operations of his power. 

The Scriptures represent Christ as present to 
those who beUeve in his name even when they are 
offering up prayers for temporal blessings, such 
temporal blessings at least as a Christian may law- 
ftiUy pray for ; not that prayers of this description 
because they are indulgently heard are therefore cer- 
tain to be granted ; thrice did St. Paul beseech the 
Lord that the thorn in the flesh, the bodily a£9iction 
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of which he complained, might depart from him ; his 
request was refused and the answer which he 
received was " My grace is sufficient for thee ; my 
strength is made perfect in weakness ;" but yet 
there are circumstances, though we know not what, 
for the effects of prayer are among the deep things 
of God, but there are circumstances in which such 
prayers are heard and granted ; " The prayer of 
faith," says St. James, "shall save the sick, and 
the Lord shall raise him up." And you will observe, 
brethren, that the conditions favourable to the pro- 
pitious hearing of such a prayer are similar to 
those which we have before adverted to ; the prayer 
which St. James advises is not that of the individual 
alone, but of the elders of the Church, a prayer put 
up for the sick in the name of the Lord by righteous 
persons uniting together in faithful and fervent 
supplication. 

The temporal requests of believers in Christ are 
sometimes accorded by him and sometimes refused ; 
there is another kind of entreaty which is certainly 
granted, and that is when our entreaty in the name 
of Christ is, to be enabled " to become the sons of 
God ; " then is put forth in all its efficiency the 
power of the present Deity, then does Christ's Spirit 
operate without fail or stint, in proportion as it is 
sought with fervent faith, a pure mind, and a 
religious heed to those intimations, which the word 
of the Lord has given, of the methods in which it 
pleases him to shed forth the measures of his light 
and life. 
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And here, brethren, we are arrived at the limits 
of our real knowledge on this mysterious subject. 

Thus much the holy Scriptures have taught us — 
that the Spirit of Christ does operate on the spirit 
of the beUever, who rightly seeks for and receives 
it, with a power so mighty as to impress on it his 
own image, and change him from a child of Adam 
to a son of God ; or, to speak in plainer terms, that 
His mind influences our minds by a process of which 
we are unconscious, but in a manner so effectual as 
to enable us to purify ourselves even as he is pure, 
to pluck out of our hearts the native weeds of 
inordinate and earthly afiections, and to adorn our 
Uves with all those high and heaCenly virtues which 
were displayed in his own walk on earth. 

This momentous fa^, with those particulars of it 
which I have quoted, has been revealed to us that 
we may avail ourselves to the utmost of the glorious 
privileges of our Christian birthright. And that we 
may surely know whether we are availing ourselves 
of those privileges or not, whether we are indeed 
" in the light " and " in the life," and " becoming the 
sons of God," He has given us in ourselves "the 
witness of the Spirit." Let every man who regards 
these privileges, and the hopes dependent on them, 
as the jewels and treasure of his soul, inquire well 
into the testimony of that witness. Wh^t then is 
tixe witness of the Spirit 1 it is not a trumpet that 
gives an uncertain sound ; but a sure and distinct 
witness, even the witness and testimony of a good 
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conscience, contemplating with a just and humble 
satisfaction the fruits of the Spirit as our own. 
You remember St. Paul's beautiful description of 
that fruit ; " The fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness 
and righteousness and truth ;" " The fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." But observe 
that the witness of your really possessing the fruits 
of the Spirit is imperfect, unless you survey with 
equal care, and together, both your internal motives 
and your outward acts. Motives alone are so in- 
definable, that counterfeits usurp their place ; actions 
alone may spring from feelings which are no fruits 
of the Spirit. Every one who has had much ex- 
perience of mankind has seen sad examples of self- 
delusion, alike in those who think it enough to study 
the witness of feelings within, and those who are 
satisfied with looking to demonstrations without. 
Every one who reads Scripture, every one who 
studies the writings in particular of St. John, knows 
with what care he has guarded us against trusting to 
either of these witnesses alone. 

When you sit in judgment on your own spiritual 
state, and feel, as well you may, how nearly it 
touches you that your judgment should be honest 
and true, admit no partial and divided witness, but 
judge yourselves, by examining at once what the 
motives are of which you feel conscious, and what 
your actual practice and conduct is on all points 
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wherein those motives, if genuine and lively, cannot 
fail to manifest their fiiiit. 

Thus will you know, brethren, whether you are 
truly of the number of Christ's elect, whether you 
have really received the power He has bestowed 
upon you of becoming the sons of God, whether, 
dwelling in His presence and abiding in His love, 
you have the witness in yourselves, that He has 
illuminated you with His marvellous Ught and 
quickened you to life everlasting. 

Let the solemn voice, then, if not of the preacher, 
at least of revolving time, let the first sun of the 
new year, figuring again the rising of the true hght, 
awake them that sleep to a serious consideration, 
whether they have indeed received that power to 
become the sons of God, which can alone shed a 
blessing on the years to come. 



Efje <Sab&atlj a 33elig!)t* • 

York Minster, March 1860. 

Isaiah Iviii. 13. 

<< If thou tubn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing 

THY PLEASURE ON MY HOLY DAY ; AND CALL THE SaBBATH A DELIGHT, 
THE HOLY OF THE LoRD, HONOURABLE ; AND SHALT HONOUR HiM, 
NOT DOING THINE OWN WAYS, NOR FINDING THINE OWN PLEASURE, NOR 
SPEAKING THINE OWN WORDS ; THEN SHALT THOU DELIGHT THYSELF 

IN THE Lord.*' 

• 

THESE expressions imply that the Sabbath was 
designed by its Almighty Founder to be a day 
of delight for his human family, as well as a day of 
rest. The sole question between the Prophet and 
those who " take their own pleasure on the Lord's 
holy day" is, what the pleasure and delight should be. 
Alas, brethren, in the indulgence of what low 
enjoyments and harmful pleasures is this holy day 
profaned 1 Nowhere more scandalously than in our 
own populous cities, among none with a profanation 
more deeply to be deplored than among the young 
persons, who run wild in our streets on the evening 
of the Sabbath. Too soon for their own good, their 
own masters on this day, they are turned loose on 
the world in the giddy moment of their first 
adolescence by parents whom the petty gains of 
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their early employment tempt to withdraw them 
from the restraints of school, without substituting 
any domestic discipline in its place. Their em- 
ployers take little heed to their moral and religious 
behaviour. Abandoned to themselves, corrupted by 
the force of bad example and the influence of num- 
bers, what wonder, if in their tender breasts be sown 
the seeds which ripen in the rising population into 
an unhappy harvest of Sabbath-breaking, attended 
by every other sin and crime ? 

Those, who have been struck with the fatal effects 
of the intemperance and debauchery to which the 
abuse of the Sabbath leads, have proposed to abate 
the evil by various remedial expedients, the principle 
of which is to create diversion from such vices, by 
opening new sources of recreation on Sundays, of an 
innocent and improving description. 

Now, certainly, brethren, whatever withdraws 
men from the perception only of sensual pleasures 
to enjoy those of taste and reason, and so raises 
them in the scale of thinking beings, may justly be 
approved as in some degree detaching them from 
the risk of evil courses ; but we must not suppose 
that taste is necessarily connected with virtue, or 
that the exercise of reason implies, as a consequence, 
the absence of sensuality. It is an unhappy fact, 
that not a few, possessed of high accomplishments 
and educated minds, have, notwithstanding, been 
among the most unprincipled and profligate of man- 
kind. And therefore we must look further for the 
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reformation of society than to the improvement of 
taste and the progress of civilization. 

The remedy, which the present text suggests, is not 
a mere paUiative to lessen, if it may be, an evil, which 
it cannot cure ; if we would cure the low craving 
for demoralising pleasures, we must supply their 
place by a " delight" in those which are the highest 
and most ennobUng ; the only security that these 
hours of leisure shall be better spent Ues in applying 
the truth here asserted by the word of God, — that 
the Sabbath has its own delights, religion its own 
recreations. To have learnt this spiritual lesson, to 
feel a real reUsh for reflecting on the bounties of 
the Creator, on the Fatherly providence and re- 
deeming mercy of the Almighty, and to take pleasure 
in imitating His goodness, this is the only preser- 
vative to be relied upon for correcting the deplorable 
abuses of the day of rest. 

No sanctimonious practice of forms, no monotony of 
sabbatical observance, comes up to the spiritual idea 
of " delighting thyself in the Lord." A sad coun- 
tenance, a torpid mind, can never make the Sabbath 
"a delight." The Sunday which, shining on the 
soul, helps it to " rejoice evermore ;" the Sunday 
which, by the power of its own satisfactions tends to 
reclaim the affections and purify the morals of men, 
sanctifies many natural recreations in directing and 
devoting them to God. 

Thus there is a difference, brethren, between 
coming here for no higher end than to gratify the 
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natural sense of music by listening to the concord 
of sweet sounds, and raising the heart heavenwards 
with the choirs of angels to Him, giver of harmony, 
the object of all the highest emotions ; " to Him 
that sitteth on the throne, and the Lamb for ever 
and ever." 

So again, when the return of the day reminds you 
of that beautiful Creation in memory of which it was 
first hallowed, if in reviewing the history of its 
chief work, him, who, formed in the image of his 
maker, was commissioned to replenish the earth and 
subdue it, and who from that day forward has gone 
on extending his dominion over material things, and 
deepening his acquaintance with the ways of God ; 
in reflecting on the power and the enlightenment 
of mankind : if, I say, your hearts glow with a 
religious sense of these gifts and an adoring gratitude 
to the Giver : Here, brethren, is one of the pleasures 
of the Sabbath, a specimen of " delightful medi- 
tation truly apposite to the day of rest. 

Go on ; read in the full page of nature the details 
of that skill and goodness, which has ministered to 
the joys of all the groups of life that surround you ; 
follow the sacred study towards an infinity which 
you can never fathom ; sufier yourselves to be led 
out of the circle of your own blessings to the endless 
expanse of blessing which the Divine benignity has 
shed over innumerable creatures, — Here, again, is a 
perpetual fountain of religious pleasure, an inter- 
minable variety of delightful thought proper for the 
Sabbath day. 
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Such speculations give a natural delight to all 
classes of men ; there are those amongst us of little 
worldly means, self-educated to the study of the 
smaller forms of animal life, the bird, the fish, or 
the insect, to whom these studies afford the most 
attractive of all recreations. If the pleasure be not 
a mere gratification of curiosity or vanity, if " thy 
delight" is in tracing the hand of thy Creator in his 
creatures, then is thy study worthy of the Lord's 
day; in. so doing, thou art not "doing thine own 
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure," but, delight- 
ing thyself in the Lord," through some of the 
noblest faculties with which he has endowed thee. 

The same day which reminds us of our creation 
revives a still more delightful memory for man in 
remembering the resurrection of the Redeemer of 
the soul. If we knew God, brethren, only in His 
creative works, what a dark shadow would pass over 
our admiration of the skill and bounty which they 
display ; whilst we reflected how few the Sabbaths 
are in which we could hope to rejoice in his blessings. 
But when the Gospel of the Spirit of God discloses 
to us its delightful page, it clears up the great 
depressing mystery in His ways with man, and 
whilst it records that, in the risen person of the 
Saviour, death is swallowed up in victory, it opens 
to us the hope of tracing the path of the Infinite and 
enjoying all his blessed perfections, even for ever 
and ever. 
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Well may we call the Sabbath a delight, when, 
after meditating on all the varied treasures which 
adorn our present existence, we raise the eye of faith 
to the glorified type of our immortality, L behold 
our magnificent prospect extending into the ages of 
eternity. 

Do these views go beyond the vulgar idea of 
recreation ? Yet, surely, brethren, there is none so 
truly refreshing to the soul of man. Happy he 
who during a seventh of his time rests from the 
fever of the world ! Happier he who lifts his thoughts 
above the low levels of life to fix them on God and 
heaven ! Happiest of all men he who is led by 
these reflections to cultivate a heavenly tamper, to 
imitate the character of God, to " delight himself 
in the Lord" on this, and on every day, not more in 
holy thoughts, than in good and loving works. 

May a Christian nation never cease to seek its 
welfare in sanctifying the day which recalls the 
minds of its citizens to these their highest and most 
lasting interests ! And for us, brethren, if ever a 
question arise between a worldly and a religious 
disposal of this holy day, let us look above all other 
recreation to the spiritual " delight" prescribed by 
this text. 

So delighted in, each return of the Sabbath will 
be blessed to you in a livelier faith, a warmer love, 
a more holy life, a spirit weaned from earth and 
preparing for heaven ; so delighted in, Sunday will 
be to you a happy and delightfiil day to cheer your 
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toil on earth and to lead you by the paths of peace 
and pleasantness to that '^ rest which remaineth to 
the people of God" and the joys which belong to 
the Sabbath of eternity. 



York Minster f Februm'tjy 1861. 

Ephesians iv. 4. 

'< ThEBE is one body and one SPIBIT, even as TE ABE GALLED 
IN ONE HOPE OF YOUB GALLING." 

THIS view, brethren, of the church of Christ as 
one Body and one Spirit, the oneness or unity of 
which resembles that of the soul and body of an 
individual man, is frequent in the writings of the 
Apostle. To the Corinthian church he says, '* As 
the body is one, and all the members of that one 
body being many, are one body, so also is Christ ; 
for by one spirit we are all baptized into one body." 
And again to the Colossians, " Christ is the head of 
the body, the church ; " and, opening the idea further, 
he says, that " He is the Head from which all the 
body by joints and bands having nourishment minis- 
tered increaseth with the increase of God." And 
here in the chapter from which the text is taken he 
admonishes the Ephesians that *' Speaking the truth 
in love they should grow up into Him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole 
body fitly joined together, and compacted by that 
which every joint sup[)lieth, according to the effec- 
tual working in the measure of every part, maketh 
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increase . of the body, unto the edifying of itself in 
love." 

Thus, brethren, the Apostle sets forth the unity 
of the church of Christ and the object of it — ^mutual 
improvement and conspiring energy — combined pro- 
gress derived from unanimity among themselves and 
undivided dependence on their head, even Christ — 
teaching with great sublimity of expression the grand 
doctrine of the Gospel that " God gave our Lord Jesus 
Christ to be the Head of all things to the Church, 
which is His body, the fulness of Him which filleth 
all in all ; " and he laid it down, as the special office 
of a Christian pastor in particular, to promote the 
consolidation and common growth of thatonebody; — 
^' Till we all come in the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God to a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." 

So that Christianity is not an individual and 
private concern simply between a man and his God, 
but a public institution and commonwealth ; and the 
church of Christ is not Paul and Peter and James 
and John, each man seeking separately his own salva- 
tion, but a body Christian, to the well-being of every 
member of which it is needful that they should com- 
municate cordially one with another, and all together 
with their Divine Head. 

In accordance with these views St. Paul impresses 
with the most solemn and reiterated exhortations the 
great Christian rule of unity on all the Churches. 
^'I beseech you, brethren," he says to the Corinthians, 
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" by the name of the Lord Jesus Christi that ye all 
speak the same things and thai there be no divisions 
among you, but that ye be perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment ; " to 
the Fhilippians, " let your conversation be as it 
becometh the Gospel of Christ, that ye stand fast in 
one .pirit, ,rith one mind, rtri^ t^ether for the 
truth of the Gospel — ^that ye be likeminded having 
the same love, being of one accord ;" and lastly, to the 
Ephesians,as you have heard in the Epistle of to-day. 
" I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 
are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with 
long-suffering, forbearing one another in love, en- 
deavouring to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond 
of peace." 

I multiply these quotations, to shew you, brethren, 
how constantly and how anxiously, and doubtless 
with how much cause, even then, for anxiety, the 
Apostle's mind was occupied with this subject ; to 
place before you in the strongest light the vast im- 
portance which he attached to Unity in the Church. 
But there is one passage in Scripture which enforces 
this paramount principle with still greater impres- 

short of that used by our Lord himself in the Divine 
Prayer which, at the close of his ministry, he breathed 
for his disciples and for the whole Christian world, — 
'' Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their word — that 
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they all may be one, as Thou Father art in me^ and 
I in Thee, that they also may be one in us — even as 
we are one — I in them, and Thou in Me — ^that they 
may be made perfect in One" 

How are we taught, brethren, in these sacred 
words to look to the most perfect of all unities as 
the hope and end of our calling I " That ^Aey may be 
one even as loe are one" Can then the discordant 
elements of our repulsive nature be reduced to the 
unity of the undivided Godhead ? What a triumph 
of thy Gospel, O Lord ! if the preaching of thy word 
and the power of thy grace can prevail to heal those 
animosities and divisions which estrange us from each 
other, and lead us all to keep the "unity of the spirit 
in the bond of peace." When we hear around us so 
many voices accusing one another's opinions, and 
claiming each an exclusive possession of savingtruth ; 
amidst the din of such contention we are apt to doubt 
whether it is possible for us to be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment; 
but when we look back to the Author and Finisher 
of our Faith, and listen to His peaceful prayer, we 
know that it cannot have been offered in vain ; we 
believe that the unity of Thy Church is even now 
subsisting, and that the members of Thy Body are 
not so disjointed and rent asunder as they seem. 

The differences among Christian sects appear 
indeed to be very great. In the world of nonLl 
Christians we see too much, not only of disunion, 
but of variance and hatred, under the pretence of 
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religion. In the very country where Christ prayed 
that all his disciples might be one ; in the land of 
those converts whom Paul taught to keep the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace^ Greek, Armenian, and 
Bomish Christians disgrace the holy name by which 
they are called by their mutual strifes ; and nearer 
home, brethren, divisions run so high amongst some 
of us, that even the Lord's house is witness to inde- 
cent scenes of riot and confusion. But in the 
meanwhile the true church of Christ, the really 
Christian part of the adherents of these sects, doubt- 
less fix their minds on the substantial verities of the 
Christian religion ; that God was in Christ, recon- 
ciling the world to himself, forgiving men their 
trespasses, giving to all who believe and obey the 
Gospel the help of His Divine Spirit and the promise 
of eternal life. These are the substantial truths of our 
most holy faith, and in these truths th^ whole congre- 
gation of Christian men dispersed throughout the 
Avorld find their mutual bond of union, '^ have the 
same judgment and are of one mind." 

Lesser differences there are of opinion, which 
always must subsist among men ; between unequal 
judgments there never can be a perfect agreement, 
especially on the difiicult questions of religious con- 
troversy. We cannot suppress diversities of opinion 
without undermining the great principle of sincerity 
expressed in the words of St. Paul — " let every man 
be fully persuaded in his own mind ; " neither can we 
submit the truth to arbitration ; we can find no 



The Church's Unity. 188 

infallible judge of God's truth among uninspired men, 
whether in the individual or in the aggregate. Turn 
where you will, brethren, you will seek in vain for 
an authoritative voice on earth to decide questions 
which have been left open by the voice from Heaven. 
The candle of the Lord is not to be found without 
you but ivithin ; the chief light, after all, by which a 
rational being must read the Word of God, is his own 
share of reason, and his own gift of grace. 

To bring men to one judgment then, all we can 
say to them is this — lay to heart the importance of 
being " perfectly joined together in the same mind ;" 
love union rather than separation ; ere you try to 
fathom for yourselves the mysteries of God, ere you 
venture to condemn the opinions of others, measure 
first your own capacity to decide. But above all, 
remember the precept, "let your moderation be 
known unto all men ; " the consent of moderate and 
loving spirits yields the nearest approach of which 
human nature admits to perfect unity of judgment 
and mind. 

But if an invariable unity of opinion be unattain- 
able on earth, is there not, brethren, another kind of 
unity which may be justly insisted on and entirely 
maintained ? Is there not an union proper to those, 
who have in common the interests and principles of 
Christians, who own one Master, and put their faith 
in one Redeemer ? 

The unity on which I have shewn you that the 
Scriptures lay so great a stress as an essential attri- 
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bute of the religion of Christ, is not an intellectual 
identity of judgment|but a moral unity of heart; this 
truly catholic quality is a part of that charity which 
is the very bond of peace and of all virtue, which is 
the best of all spiritual gifts, and which it is your 
highest wisdom to follow after, and by God's grace 
to acquire. They who have acquired it will never 
disturb the peace of the Church by questions which 
tend only to gender strife, and are not good to the 
use of edifying ; their heart's desire will be that 
" there be no schism in the body," " no dividing of 
Christ;" wherever conscience permits they will 
prefer comprehension to exclusion, a wide communion 
to a narrow dissent ; they will not wantonly forsake 
that national branch of the church catholic which 
the providence of God has planted among us for 
purposes of the highest kind, to preach the Gospel 
to the poor, to spread it through the world with that 
powerful arm of combination and disoipUne, which 
the church of a great nation is alone capable of 
putting forth, knit together as fellow-citizens, not 
for worldly only, but heavenly ends, they will " en- 
deavour," as brethren^ of one household, "to keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace." 

You require, brethren, no human vicegerent of God 
upon earth, no infallible interpreter of scripture to es- 
tablish among you this scriptural unity. The Word 
of God knows and needs no authority but its own to 
lead you to the truths of your salvation, to a common 
sense of those truths, and among them to a sense of 
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religious union and the sinfulness of religious divi- 
sions. Thus have the true disciples of Christ in all 
ages, amid divers colours of opinion on things not 
essential, rejoiced nevertheless, in fulfilling their 
Redeemer's prayer, and becoming *^ perfect in one!' 
The spirit of division has indeed been always abroad ; 
the proud and resentful passions have gathered 
around it ; intolerance and schism have followed in 
its train. But this is not the spirit of the people of 
God; an opposite principle we trust silentlypervades 
the body of the faithful, even the catholic spirit of 
concord, attended by all the gentle virtues men- 
tioned by the Apostle, of lowliness and meekness, 
forbearance and love. Animated by these feelings, 
the true Christian of every shade of opinion has made 
a conscience of " keeping the unity of the spirit in 
the bond of peace ; " has fixed his eyes on the vital 
parts of religion, and even when compelled to differ 
on some material point, has never forgotten that there 
is for all Christians but " one body and one spirit, 
even as we are called in one hope of our calling," 
" one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and 
in you all." 
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Wtft ifaitli of ^iiraijam. 

Bolton Percy, Easter Day, 1861. 

Hebrews xi. 17, 18, 19. 

*^ By faith Abraham, when he was tbied, offebed up Isaac : 
and he that had beceiyed the pbomises offered up his only- 
begotten son, of whom it was said, in isaao shall thy seed be 
called, accountina that god was able to baise him up eyen 
fbom the dead, from whence also he receiyed him in a figure /' 

NOTHING can exceed the clearness of the des- 
criptions with which all the circumstances of 
those great events, to which the last week, ending 
in this Easter day, has recalled our recollection, 
have been laid before us in the narratives of the 
four evangelists. In these we are fully informed 
of the suffering of death to which the Son of God 
was subjected by the will of His Father, and, no 
less fully, of the many infallible proofs by which Ho 
showed Himself alive again after His passion. The 
perfect knowledge of those events is one of the 
better things provided for us, for which we have 
reason to be especially thankful. To the ancient 
patriarch, spoken of in the text, though the most 
favoured of the sons of men before the coming of 
Christ, these truths were shown only, as the text 
expresses it, in a figure ; he saw but the shadow of 
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'^ good things to come ;" the sacrifice of the Son of 
God was foreshadowed in the command to Abraham 
to sacrifice his best beloved son Isaac^ and the 
resurrection was foreshadowed, when the voice of 
the interposing angel restored that beloved son again 
to his arms. 

We have authority for believing that Abraham 
did foresee these events, however indistinctly, yet 
in faith, both from our Saviour's words, when He 
said to the Jews " your father Abraham rejoiced to 
see my day, and he saw it and was glad," and from 
the language of this text, which tells us that " by 
faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac, 
and he that had received the promises offered 
up his only begotten son of whom it was said 
in Isaac shall thy seed be called, accounting that 
God was able to raise him up even from the dead, 
from whence also he received him in a figure." 

This is the most remarkable transaction mentioned 
in the Old Testament and deserves particular atten- 
tion. Observe, brethren, the different manner in 
which God distributes His favours to different men 
in different times. It is not to be thought that, if 
any one of us had a dream or vision which appeared 
to convey a command from God to slay one of our 
children, we should feel bound to do so. We should, 
on the contrary, believe that the dream was a deceit 
of our fancy, and the vision a delusion, which if any 
one should be infatuated enough to follow, he would 
well deserve to pay the penalty of his* unnatural 
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crime, with his own life. The difference is that there 
is now " no open vision." God has given to us to 
"walk hj faith" and not "by sight;" and He has 
given us such reasonable ground for our faith as is 
better than a vision of angels. Abraham, by the 
direct command of the angel of God, prepared to do 
a deed from which he would otherwise have most 
recoiled; he had such certain knowledge that the 
command came from God, as is at this day withheld 
from us, who want no evidence from our senses of 
His presence, and have none of that kind of mira- 
culous evidence which Abraham had. Observe, how- 
ever, further, that lie had so steadfast a trust in the 
power of God, and so full an assurance of His fulfil- 
ing the promise which he had given of making him 
through this son a " father of many nations," that, 
when he raised his hand to kill his son, he had a firm 
conviction that God would restore him to life 
again. 

The reward of this trying work of faith was, that 
he was permitted to foresee the coming day of Christ, 
he was taught to rejoice, when he received Isaac 
back into his arms, in that figure of that future 
resurrection to life eternal, not of one 'son only, but 
of sons multipUed as " the stars of the heaven, and 
as the sand that is on the sea shore." 

Here then, brethren, in that early dawn of Gospel 
expectation is the principle of that faith so much 
insisted upon in Scripture, and to which all God's- 
peculiar blessings are promised. This is that faith 
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which St. Paul says was ^' counted to Abraham for 
righteousness," and through which he ^^nherited 
the promises." By this faith it is, in the same 
Apostle's words, that we '^ become the sons of 
Abraham, and heirs with him of the hope which is 
through Christ Jesus ;" by this '' we have access to 
God ;" by this " we are His children ;" by this we 
are "justified" and '^sanctified;" by this ''our 
hearts are purified ;" by this we "walk " and " live " 
and "stand;" by this we "wait for the hope of 
righteousness," " the righteousness of God which is 
by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them 
that believe." 

Before Abraham's eyes there passed but a shadow 
of the good things to come, even the gift of a 
resurrection to everlasting life, which is so dis- 
tinctly manifested to you in the words of that life 
read as at this time in your ears : " Blessed are 
your eyes, for they see ; and your ears, for they 
hear." But there will be no blessing for you, if, 
with the seeing eye and the hearing ear, you do not 
combine, with the Father of the faithful, a heart 
devoted to God, and gratefully ready, at his com- 
mand, to deny your own dearest deUghts. 

With the heart, we are told, man beh'eveth unto 
righteousness. The faith which inherits a blessing 
is seated in the inner man. There is a belief in 
God, there is a belief in the death and resurrection 
of the Son of God, which is worse than no belief at 
all. "Thou belie vest, says St. James, ''that there 
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is ono God ; thou doest well ; the devils also be- 
lieve, and tremble." It is possible to believe that 
"Jesus died and rose again," and yet to be as 
deeply bomired in do, Z a» fataUy Ibandon^ to 

hell, as the evil spirits are, who have seen and heard 
enough of God to " believe and tremble." 

If you would believe, brethren, in these great 
articles of faith to the salvation of your souls, you 
must have another kind of faith ; if you would so 
believe in the Saviour as to have a right to apply 
to yourselves the blessed hope that he "died indeed 
for your sins, and rose again for your justification,'' 
you must feel in your heart the exceeding great 
kindness of the hand which has been stretched out 
through the gates of death to save you ; you must 
detest in your heart that besetting sin which would 
tear you from him ; you must cleave to his grace, in 
assured dependence upon Him, for the fulfilment of 
all the glorious promises which the Almighty has 
been pleased to pour down before you, in his name, 
and for his sake. 

Here faith has its perfect work ; this is the heart 
that believeth unto righteousness ; the honest and 
good heart, which, having received the Word, keeps 
it, and brings forth fruit with patience. This is the 
man who truly accepts and rejoices in the proffered 
help of Jesus, to escape out of the mud and mire of 
the world, to free himself from the slavery of sin, 
to " live by the faith of the Son of God." This is 
the man who waits for the blessed hope of immor- 
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tality with patient perseverance in well-doing ; and 
holding to his heart that Divine message from 
above, goes on his way rejoicing, though as a 
stranger and a pilgrim upon earth ; looking for 
another country that is a heavenly, for a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
And this is the man whose faith, working by love, 
is accepted in Christ ; this is he whom Christ will 
justify before God, and who will be mercifully 
rewarded of Him, according to the works which 
have sprung out of such a faith. 

Examine yourselves then, brethren, whether ye 
be in the faith ; prove your own selves ; remember 
that though you have never, like the patriarch, 
looked on a messenger from heaven with the eye of 
flesh, it is yours with the eye of faith to discern ^'an 
innumerable company of angels, the general assem- 
bly and church of the firstborn which are written in 
heaven, and God the Judge of all, and the spirits of 
just men made perfect, and Jesus the Mediator of 
the New Covenant" ; it is yours, with the eye of 
faith, to have beheld Jesus agonized on the crpss 
for your sakes ; it is yours to behold him, "risen 
from the dead, the first-fruits of them that slept." 
Are these sights, precious and glorious to the faith- 
ful eye, well marked by you ? " To you," I say, 
" it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, however to others only in parables and sha- 
dows ; your knowledge of the redemption, which is in 
Christ Jesus, and the resurrection to life, is far clearer 
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than was that of Abraham ; do you shew equal obedi- 
ence to the commandments of God, even to com- 
mandments not grievous, like that by which he 
was tried ? Do you pass your lives with little piety 
to your Father which is in heaven, little denial of 
your own inclinations, in order to conform to his 
will ? " This did not Abraham ;" and this you 
must not do, if you would ejiter with him into the 
kingdom of heaven, and be carried, when you die, 
by the angels into Abraham's bosom. 

"Examine yourselves," then, I repeat in the 
words of St. Paul, '^ whether ye be in the faith, 
prove your own selves." Examine whether your 
actions, and the principles on which you act, are 
such as become the Gospel of Christ ; the hopeful 
faith in a Redeemer, the glorious prospect of a 
resurrection from the dead. Remember the words 
of Christ, *' Why call ye me Lord ! Lord ! and do 
not the things that I say." " If ye love me, keep 
my commandments." His commandments you all 
know — meekness, temperance, love to man, love to 
God. Against all these many oflfend ; but more 
and most against that which, above all, marks a 
right condition of a Christian. Look, brethren, at 
that table of the Lord to which he invites you on 
this great festival, and hear his commandment, 
Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you ;" 
Drink ye all of this, for this is my blood of the 
New Testament, which is shed for you and for 
many for the remission of sins ; Do this as oft as ye 
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drink it in remembrance of me." Ponder well, 
brethren, those other words of our Divine Master, 
*' Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood 
hath eternal life ; and I will raise him up at the 
last day." 



Wtft f^atemitg of (SfoH. 

Bolton Percijf July, 1856. 

Malaohi i. 6. 

** A BON HONOUSETH HIB FaTHEB, AND A SERVANT HIS MasTEB. If 
I THEN BE A FaTBEB, WHEBE IB IfY HONOUB, AND IF I BE A MoTHEB, 
WHEBE IB MY FEAB ? 



TTONOUR thy father and thy mother " is a 



commandment which, though engraven on 
the tables of every heart, nevertheless often lies 
there a neglected and almost obliterated inscription 
till the parent is laid in the grave. Then it is some- 
times regretted, that the offices of filial piety had not 
been better discharged towards those who are depart- 
ed beyond the reach of gratitude and affection. 
When the mourner views for the last time in the 
chamber of death the features which smiled upon 
his childhood, now no more to be moved by joy or 
grief, a thousand forgotten acts of kindness are 
recalled to mind,attentionisfixedonthe past anxieties 
of parental tenderness, the unrequited cares which 
filled the heart that has ceased to beat accuse con- 
science, and the feelings due from a child towards a 
parent are experienced for the first time, when it is 
too late. 
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These compunctious visitings shew the necessity of 
serious reflection to form even those virtues which 
should seem to grow most naturally in the heart of 
man, and to work the mine of human feeling to any 
valuable use. Where such reflectiveness has been 
the habit of the soul, there the filial character shines 
forth in all its beauty. The acts, the words, the 
looks of parental benignity are kept and pondered in 
the heart, and when the hand that gave support 
begins to need it, every want is watched, every 
infirmity tended, every charge held sacred; nothing 
is so much desired as the satisfaction and approbation 
of the aged parent. 

This devotedness of filial observance is produced, 
I say, by reflective habits of grateful veneration, and 
no other state of mind can produce it ; other motives 
may prevent a conduct flagrantly undutiful, but no 
other than a reflective heart ever produced this 
affectionate and sedulous attention to a parent's 
wishes. The elements of such feelings are in every 
breast, but it is in the power only of a thoughtful 
affection so to concentrate them as to revolve in the 
orbit of undeviating duty. 

Transfer the remark now made, brethren, to the 
case of a higher and still nearer relationship — the 
paternity of Almighty God. 

It was reserved for that blessed manifestation 
which God has made of himself to mankind through 
his first-begotten Son, to unfold in the fullest light 
the relation between the Creator and the creature, 
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of parental loving-kindnesS; and of filial love. The 
power of this latter principle is shewn in the whole 
history of Christ, from his early years when he was 
found in the temple occupied about His Father's 
business, to the time when he lifted up his eyes to 
Heaven and said, "Father, the hour is come; glorify 
thy Son — I have glorified Thee on earth ; I have 
finished the work Thou gavest me to do." And He 
taught us to approach the Majesty on high in the 
same filial spirit — " When ye pray, say — " Our 
Father which art in heaven ;" He taught even the 
most sinful of us to say ^* I will arise and go to my 
Father ! " 

So pre-eminently paternal is the character of God 
as drawn by our Saviour, that He represents the 
human relation as scarcely worthy of the same appel- 
lation ; — " Call no man your father upon earth, for 
one is your Father which is in heaven ; " " If ye, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto yoiir 
children,how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give good things to them that ask Him." 

Imbued with this great principle of Christian 
doctrine, St. Paul rests the superiority of the Gospel 
dispensation on the renewal of the filial relationship ; 
" Ye have not received again," he says, "the spirit 
of bondage to fear, but ye have received the spirit of* 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba Father." "TheSpirit 
of God beareth witness with our spirit that we are 
the children gf God, and if children, then heirs, heirs 
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." And again. 
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" When the fulness of time was come, God sent forth 
his Son to redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons ; and 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father ! 
wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a Son." 

It was no new doctrine indeed that God is our 
Father. On this principle is found the remon- 
strance of the Jewish Prophet in the present text — 
'' If I am a Father where is my honour ? " — a question, 
brethren, that may well be asked of a multitude of 
persons, who in all ages of the world have recognised 
this principle of true religion without practising it. 
What has hindered so many, who have known thus 
much of God, from rendering Him that love and 
honour, which is seldom denied to those human 
parents whose relationship is but the shadow of his 
Divine paternity ? 

I have pointed out the principal cause of the defect 
of filial piety, where it is defective in the human 
relation. The same is, I believe, the common cause 
of that still greater and more widely spread defect, 
want of piety to God. It is not so much ignorance, 
nor an absence of the natural sense of gratitude, as it 
is the absence of grateful reflection ; the want of an 
early formed habit of regarding and revolving in the 
mind the manifold mercies of God's fatherly love. 
The commandment, "Honour thy father and mother," 
may be learnt, and yet no duty paid ; the " first and 
great commandment," to love God, may be accepted. 
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and yet that " love which passeth knowledge " may 
never have penetrated the soul. There are few minds 
so dead to filial feelings as to be incapable of being 
melted into tenderness by the recollection of a 
mother's fondness ; there are few so lost to piety as 
to be unmoved by some great providential deliverance ; 
but it is the habit of thinking on a parent's kindness 
which makes an affectionate son ; and in like manner 
it is the custom and practice of studying the good- 
ness of our heavenly Father, and often fixing our 
attention distinctly upon it, which can alone bring 
us to "Love the Lord God with all our heart, 
and with all our mind, and with all our strength." 

The Psalmist of Israel has set us an example of 
contemplating all the works of nature with this view, 
with the view of adoring in them the loving-kindness 
of the universal Father, and His care even for the 
lowest of his creatures. " The birds make their 
nests in the cedars, and the fir-trees are a dwelling 
for the storks ; the high hills are a refuge for the 
wild goats, and so are the stojiy rocks for the conies. 
O Lord ! how manifold are thy works, in wisdom 
hast thou made them all, the earth is full of Thy 
riches ; .0 is the great and wide sea also, wherein ar^ 
things creeping innumerable both small and great 
beasts : there is that leviathan which thou hast made 
to take his pastime therein. These wait all upon 
Thee, that Thou mayest give them meat in due 
season ; when Thou givest them they gather it, and 
when Thou openest Thy hand they are filled with 
good." 



r 



The Paternity of God. 199 

Had this reUgious observer of the works of crea- 
tion known as much as we know of the infinity, the 
profundity, the astonishing profusion of loving- 
kindness with which they abound, in what direction 
would his views have expanded whilst he pursued 
the study of nature ? Would he have contented 
himself with gathering the forms of beauty, and the 
lessons of wisdom which she spreads before us, 
without reference to the all- wise and bounteous mind 
by which they were designed ? Would he have looked 
with cold indifference on the new evidence she pours 
in on every side of that Almighty mind's paternal 
care for all the creatures which He has made ? 

To look even into a drop of water, and to discover 
there a multitude of living beings which are expatia- 
ting in the full enjoyment of the most marvellous 
faculties — to observe the great laws, by which worlds 
are moved and governed, bent to the uses and satis- 
faction of animalcules imperceptible to the natural 
organ of our sight till enlarged by microscopic aid — 
this insight, into the infinite ramifications of Divine 
benevolence ought surely, whilst it gratifies that 
spirit of curiosity which belongs to the highest part 
of human intelligence, at the same time to exalt 
the religious sentiment of filial confidence, in ex- 
tending to its furthest limit the argument for trust 
in God which Christ himself has used ; " Behold 
the fowls of the air ! they sow not, neither do they 
reap nor gather into barns ; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them ; are ye not much better than 
they ? " 
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In giving us faculties, brethren, thus to improve 
the power of a sense already so exquisitely formed 
to look into His works, God has enabled us to open 
for ourselves a path to draw nigh unto Him. Yet 
how seldom are the wonders of the microscope 
employed as a means of enlarging piety and faith ? 
It is much to be regretted that the lively curiosity 
of youth is allowed to run to waste, and that the 
inquisitive mind is so little directed in education 
into channels which would enlarge it with senti- 
ments so naturally conducive to true religion. How 
few are there who have learnt to study in this spirit 
the beautiful spectacle which God has made visible 
to our eyes, and enabled us to open yet more visibly 
to ourselves, by our own inventions, that we might 
look further and further into His own all-pervading 
mind ! How few are there who contemplate even the 
wonderful mechanism, by which their own frames are 
adjusted to the enjoyment of life, in the spirit which 
breathes in the words of the Psalmist ; " Thine eyes 
did see my substance yet being imperfect, and in 
Thy book were all my members written ; my bones 
were not hid from Thee when I was made in secret 
and curiously wrought : Thou art He that took me 
out of my mother's womb ; Thou wert my hope 
when I hanged yet upon my mother's breast." 

If we were accustomed, brethren, to these de- 
lightful and devout meditations, if our minds often 
reverted to all the varied provisions which God has 
made for the well-being of His creatures and especi- 
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ally of ourselves, sincere sentiments of piety would 
doubtless grow up more abundantly in our hearts, 
and we should be led to believe more firmly that 
He, whose first designs and acts towards us have 
been so bountifully kind, would not leave His 
beneficence finally incomplete. We should read the 
promises of the Gospel as a fitting sequel to the 
revelations of nature, and, drawing near Him in his 
works with a filial feeling, should be the more ready 
to receive at the hands of His First-born our 
adoption into the number of His regenerate sons. 
The Word of God ought to be read in the same 
spirit as his works ; and so to read it, could not fail 
to invigorate the principle of filial piety towards 
Him in a yet higher degree. If they who seek the 
Lord in his works, that they may feel after Him 
and find Him, are enabled there to discover that 
" He is not far from every one of us — we are His 
oflfepring, in whom we live and move and have our 
being," how much more, when we behold in Christ 
Jesus the power and goodness of the Creator shining 
bodily in the creature, may we find in that union 
and communion of the first-begotten Son with the 
Father of our spirits an example and a pledge of 
our own relationship to Him ! How much more 
may we feel ourselves to be returning to a Parent's 
home, re-admitted into His family and restored by 
His love to the glorious liberty of the children of 
God! 

Q 
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" Shew us the Father and it sufficeth us." This 
is the deepest desire of a heart which has begun to 
imbibe the idea and the love of a Father in heaven. 
You remember, brethren, the answer of Jesus to 
the desire so expressed ; ' ' Have I been so long 
time with you, and sayest thou, Shew us the Father ; 
he that hath seen me hath seen the Father." We 
may, doubtless, see in Christ the love of the Father 
for His children on the one hand, and of the child 
for his Father on the other, in a light so clear, that 
filial piety to God may become the leading principle 
of our lives, rising above the level of all earthly 
attachments, and leading us to comprehend the full 
force of the saying, " He who loveth father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me ;" but we 
may also be long on the list of Christ's disciples 
without learning any part of this greatest of moral 
and religious lessons. 

All depends on our reading the words of his 
Gospel, like the works of his hands, as records of His 
paternal kindness. Thus, and thus only, brethren, 
shall we learn to honour more and more the Father 
of our spirits. Thus shall we grow more and more 
conformable to His Divine Spirit. Then shall we 
feel assured, that we are indeed His offspring, and 
that His fatherly blessing rests upon our heads. 



Bolton Percy, 1857. 

Proverbs viii. 44. 

'* Righteousness exalteth a nation ; but sin' is a repboaoh 

TO ANY people." 

I LATELY directed your attention to some of 
those reflections which tend to fortify the 
religious mind, when the ungodly are permitted to 
" fill the earth with violence," and " in their lurking 
dens to murder the innocent." 

Scenes of this kind should turn our eyes on that 
Judge of all " to whom vengeance belongeth," and 
confirm our faith in a retributory state, where both 
the justice and the goodness of God shall be clearly 
and fully displayed, where " the wicked cease from 
troubling and the weary are at rest." But even 
here, brethren, particular instances to the contrary 
may appear, in a world where the Almighty '^maketh 
His sun to shine on the evil and on the good ;" we 
may yet see that all the general laws, which His 
providence has established on the earth, are calculated 
to favour the righteous, and to chastise the wicked. 

Nor is it less true in respect to kingdoms than 
individuals, that " righteousness exalteth a nation," 
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and that '' sin is a reproach, and source of ruin to 
any people." We see this great political truth 
miraculously exemplified in the sacred narrative of 
the fortunes of the Jewish people varying with their 
conduct, and we observe it in the history of all other 
nations exhibited under a double point of view, the 
one shewing how Providence so orders the general 
course of events as to cause them to bring His 
judgments to pass, the other, how all practices 
opposed to the true principles of religion and 
morality lead, through their own destructive tenden- 
cies, to the downfall of a country. 

Nowhere are these two momentous lessons more 
legibly presented than in the records of that immense 
empire, to which all eyes are at this moment turned. 
No countiy has been the theatre of so much wicked- 
ness chastised by so much misery, as the populous 
provinces of India. No country has gone through 
so fearful a series of Ilis judgments, who has decreed 
that " sin shall not go unpunished." As a general 
deluge once drowned the sinful earth, as " the cities 
of the plain " for their depravity were burnt by fire 
from heaven, as the Canaanite was swept out of the 
land which he defiled, by the sword of the Children 
of Israel, so the abominations of Hindostan felt, 
during more than seven centuries, the iron hand of 
the destroyer and oppressor. Her gorgeous temples . 
of idolatry were levelled with the dust ; her wealthy 
shrines .were pillaged, and the worshippers who es- 
caped the $word were carried into slavery. It is 
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recorded of the Mahometan Mogul, who styled 
himself ''The scourge of God," that he massacred 
the multitudinous inhabitantsof imperial Delhi with- 
out distinction of age or sex, piling their heads in 
pyriamids round the city, and put to death in cold 
blood in a single hour one hundred thousand of his 
captives. Similar devastations by similar hands 
were more than once repeated, and through the whole 
duration of the Mahometan empire the histpry of 
that unhappy land consisted of the deadly struggles 
of rival competitors for power, successive assassina- 
tions, alternations of anarchy and misrule, a perpetual 
change of rulers and dynasties, all regardless of the 
welfare of the people, giving no security to property 
or life, and bent on the one object of extorting 
revenue without respect to justice or moderation. 
" The Moor-men," says an historian of Hindostan, 
" haughty, lazy, and voluptuous, make the Gentoos 
the ministers of oppression over each other." ''These, 
by the strange intoxication of power, are found still 
more rapacious and cruel than their masters ; and 
what is more extraordinary, the Brahmins still exceed 
the rest in every abuse of power, and seem to think, 
if they bribe God by bestowing part of their wealth 
on cows and faquirs, their iniquity will be pardoned. 
It is from this empire, terribly won, and miserably 
held, by the Mahometan sword, and having at length 
crumbled to pieces, more by an internal wickedness 
and the vices both of the conqueror and the con- 
quered than by foreign force, that these two races 
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have now, for a moment, suspended their own never- 
dying animosities to expel its Christan rulers. The 
Christian dominion in India has lasted for a century, 
and, for the first forty years from the accession of 
Great Britain to the trust of that mighty rule it 
must be confessed to our shame, that its new masters 
seemed to think of little more than the establishment 
of their predominance and the exaction of a profita- 
ble revenue. No one step was taken to promote the 
moral improvement of the population, and whatever 
attempts were made to diminish their burthens, to 
purify the administration of justice, or to establish 
an effective police, were altogether abortive. Such 
was the state of the country, even in this latter 
respect, that in 181 0, according to the report of the 
Governor-General, '^ a monstrous and disorganized 
condition of society existed under the eyes of the 
supreme British authorities, and almost at the very 
seat of that Government to which the country might 
justly look for safety and protection." " The mis- 
chief," he said, *^ could not wait for a slow remedy. 
The people are perishing almost in our sight ; every 
week's delay is a doom of slaughter and torture 
against the defenceless inhabitants of very populous 
countries." 

Seven years more, however, were allowed to pass 
before these social enormities were fully confronted, 
and it was not till these sanguinary marauders, who 
plundered the land, had grown into a force of forty 
thousand armed horsemen, carrying terror into the 
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heart of the British settlements, that they were 
suppressed by a combined movement of the British 
army. 

Among the most daring of these banditti were 
found an extraordinary number of the Kulina 
Brahmins, men, that is, of the highest class among 
the aristocratic priesthood of Brahma. And this is 
one instance out of many to shew how entirely that 
which is called religion in Hindostan, is destitute of 
all the elements of that religious morality, on which 
the peace and well-being of nations depend. 

In India, sin sits enthroned in the sanctuary. In 
India, the temples of the gods are the places in 
which maidens are dedicated to the service of pros- 
titution. In India, the priesthood have long presided 
over the suicidal offering of those who destroy 
themselves in the Ganges, and, till lately, of those 
who were burnt in the Suttee. At Allahabad an 
English gentleman, as he sat at his window, saw in 
one morning sixteen women drown themselves, all 
accompanied by Brahmins who aided them in their 
design. Each woman had a large empty pan hung 
by a cord from each shoulder. When the devotee 
had got over the edge of the boat, the Brahmin held 
her up till the weight of the pan filled with water 
suflficed to sink her ; he then let go his hold, and she 
sank, a few bubbles of air only rising to the surface. 

In another instance twelve men having proceeded 
to the same spot for the same purpose, one failed in 
his resolution and made to shore. The oflficiating 
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Brahmins pUed their oars in pursuit with aU their 
might; but the man gained ground upon them, 
reached a police station, and disappointed the priests. 

Marshinan was present at the dreadful scene of 
one of the Suttees, where, till recently, Hindoo 
widows were burnt alive with the corpses of their 
husbands. *' It resembled," he said, " an abandoned 
rabble of boys in England, collected for the purpose 
of worrying to death a cat or a dog. Such was the 
confusion and levity and burst of brutal laughter, 
while the poor woman was burning before their eyes, 
that it seemed as if every spark of humanity was 
extinguished by this accursed superstition. That 
which added to the cruelty was the smallness of the 
fire, not consisting of so much wood as we consume 
in dressing a dinner. . Turning to the Brahmin, who 
was the chief actor in this horrid tragedy, I told 
him that the system which allows of these cruelties 
could no more proceed from God than darkness from 
the sun, and warned him that he must appear before 
the judgment seat of God to answer for this deed ; 
he replied, with a grin full of savage contempt, that 
he gloried in it, and felt the highest pleasure in 
performing the act." 

In the religion of India, in place of the eternal 
sanctions of right and wrong, there stands a devo- 
tion to outward rites and unmeaning ceremonies as 
to the most sacred of principles, and in particular to 
that institution of caste which, so far from uniting 
men in one brotherhood, divorces man from man 
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in the bosom of the same society, and prohibits all 
interchange of hospitality between the higher and 
lower classes. Various are the acts, morally insig- 
nificant, which forfeit caste, and that forfeiture 
leaves a man a melancholy outcast from society ; he 
cannot again enter even his father's house ; he has lost 
all consideration in this life and all hope in another. 
That hope, indeed, extends but a little way for any 
but the privileged order. "The heaven of the 
Hindoos," says one of their own native writers, " is 
made like, their earth, for the Brahmins alone ;" 
and he adds, in reference to that system of priest- 
craft which exercises so malignant an influence over 
his countrymen, " the deadly upas, whose noxious 
exhalations have made us what we are, must first 
be uprooted ere we can reasonably expect to reap 
any solid advantages from even the most enlighten- 
ed administration on the face of the earth." 

Such is the religion, such are the priests of 
Hindostan, and such the sentiments of a Hindoo 
concerning them ; yet has Christian England repos- 
ed, reposed with implicit confidence, on the votaries 
of this superstition, under the dominion of this 
priesthood, and in conjunction with the dispossessed 
disciples of the false prophet ! This is the armed 
force to which the safety of the empire has been 
chiefly trusted ! The sepoys of Inxiia were brave, and 
we asked for no other quality in a soldier ; we armed 
and trained them in overwhelming numbers, anxious- 
ly respected their prejudices, and specially guarded 
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them from any contact with the mild teaching of 
the Christian mission. We have relied on a staff 
whereon, if a man lean, it will go into his hand and 
pierce it. We have trusted in courage without regard 
to principle. We have been too ready to believe 
that false religions are as valid as the true for preserv- 
ing the peace of society. By one out of a thousand 
accidents, the tiger, which we have fondled in our bo- 
soms, has broken loose upon us and tasted our blood. 
This is one of the cases, brethren, in which the 
moral and the spiritual eye is clearer-sighted than 
that of worldly prudence, even in its own field of 
political sagacity. To a religious mind what could 
appear more precarious than the fidelity of such 
men; what more dangerous than their passions; 
what more imprudent than to place power in the 
hands of men devoid of all moral principle, the depth 
of whose superstition no European mind can fathom, 
nor apprehend the intensity of their misguided faith ? 
What could seem more probable than that their 
Brahmins, to whose exorbitant pretensions the pro- 
gress of the people in knowledge woulji be fatal, 
should seize on any opportunity to stir them up to a 
sudden flood of mutiny ? What more to be expect- 
ed, than that the Mussulman, ambitious, intolerant, 
implacable, panting for the recovery of a long-abused 
dominion and the destruction of the Christian, 
should head the deep conspiracy and direct the 
pitiless storm ? 
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The only solid foundation, under Providence, for 
the peace and progress of a demoralised and fanatical 
population, is the strong hand of law, upheld by men 
of arms, on whose loyal, honorable, and moral heart, 
as well as martial spirit, dependence may be placed. 
At the present moment, in India, the English soldier 
is the representative of that lawful ruler whom St. 
Paul describes as " not bearing the sword in vain : 
for he is a minister of God, a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil." On the success, 
brethren, which it may please God to grant to those 
ministers of his justice on earth, depends not only 
the deliverance of our countrymen from being exter- 
minated, but the future welfare of a population 
comprising one hundred and seventy millions of 
souls. 

Never can those people prosper unless their anti- 
social institutions are gradually but firmly reformed ; 
and never can that reformation be eflfected till the 
rule of right rests on trustworthy support. Then 
may the country, to which providence has commit- 
ted the most extensive empire ever consigned to a 
western sceptre, venture to exercise a paternal 
government, by elevating the character of the peo- 
ple ; then may the full countenance of the state be 
given to a holy faith, and the influence of a perni- 
cious superstition yield, by degrees, to a religion 
which makes no distinction but between good and 
evil, and has the promise of the life that now is and 
also of that which is to come. 
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Great, at present, is the national emergency, 
numerous the host of enemies, dark the danger that 
besets us. It is a day of trial for the patriotic and 
the religious spirit of England. Have we faith in 
a righteous cause ? Have we faith in the great 
Christian mission of England to the nations of 
the world? Have we faith in the almighty 
power and righteous providence of Him who 
govemeth all things in heaven and earth? Do 
we bend our knees before the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and pray to him, in deep 
humiliation for our past misdeeds and shorteomings, 
that he would strengthen us with all might in the 
inner and therefore in the outer man ? Then may 
we have good hope, brethren, that He will bring to 
pass these happy results. 

Such prayers will not only invigorate our hearts, 
but will surely touch them with the spirit of Chris- 
tian kindness and humanity ; they will warm our 
affections, and make our charity abound towards our 
fellow-countrymen who have suffered the loss of all 
things in this hideous rebellion. Allow me to read 
to you a brief enumeration of the various classes of 
whom these sufferers are composed. 

Brethren, of the sufferings which our countrymen 
and countrywomen in India have lately endured, and 
are still enduring, there are many which admit of 
no reparation. You cannot staunch the blood that 
has been so foully spilt ; you cannot recall the spirit 
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of the boy, who in that dreadful room of blood, in 
his prayer-book opened at the Litany, left a line of 
comfort for his mother, for his spirit has fled from 
the cruelty of man to the bosom of a loving God ; 
but you can at least lend your aid to relieve the 
utter destitution of many bereaved parents, many 
desolate widows, many fatherless and motherless 
children. 
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Bolton Percy, March 1868. 

Matt. xxvi. 41. 

** Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation ; the 



SPIRIT INDEED IS WILLING ; BUT THE FLESH IS WEAK. 
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IN the words of this text, brethren, our Saviour 
warns us of a danger to which we are exposed ; 
points out to us the source of that danger ; and 
teaches us the means by which it may be avoided. 
The danger is Temptation, — the source of the danger 
is the weakness of Human Nature, — the means of 
escaping it are habits of Watchfulness and Prayer. 

It may serve to shew what is meant in Scripture 
by the word " Temptation," to observe the use of 
this word in a passage of St. Paul's epistle to the 
Corinthians : " Let him that thinketh he standeth,'' 
says the apostle, " take heed lest he fall ; there hath 
no temptation taken you, but such as is common to 
man. But God is faithful who will not suffer you 
to be tempted above that ye are able ; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape that ye 
may be able to bear it." 

A Temptation then is any thing which may 
occasion us to fall ; to fall, that is, into sin. The 
temptations to which Paul's Corinthian converts 
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were peculiarly exposed consisted in the risk of 
falling into sin by complying with the idolatrous 
and impure practices of the heathen among whom 
they lived. The temptation under which, notwith- 
standing the warning of this text, the Apostle Peter 
fell, was the fear of man, and the consequent denial 
of the Son of God. 

Happy, brethren, those who timely take the 
Saviour's warning of the danger by which they are 
beset when they enter into temptation! Happy those 
who early listen to the Apostle's words, " Let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall !'' 
Unfortunately there is least fear of the danger 
where a due apprehension of it is most of all needed. 
The young and willing spirit at first falls for want 
of caution, and, if not recalled by the voice of 
religion, soon acquires habits of sin. Too often the 
weakness of human nature is learnt too late from 
the dear-bought lessons of experience, when temp- 
tation has prevailed so often as to be well nigh 
irresistible, and sins have been repeated till they are 
scarcely seen any longer to be sinful. 

And then, when we have learnt our weakness, we 
are too apt to think it an excuse for our guilt, and to 
purify our consciences by harbouring the idea, that 
He who made us weak will not expect us to act as 
if we were strong. 

Far different is the lesson which this text teaches 
us to draw from the weakness of the flesh and the 
power of temptation. It reminds us, brethren, that 
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man consists of spirit as well as fleshy and has power 
given him to rise above temptation by the means of 
watchfulness and prayer. " Let no man say when 
he is tempted, I am tempted of God ; for God 
cannot be tempted of evil, neither tempteth he any 
man/' That is to say, though it be true that the 
circumstances of temptation are from the hand of 
God, the disposition to be tempted by them to evil 
is not of Him. We are liable, indeed, by the consti- 
tution of our nature and the weakness of the flesh, 
to fall into sin ; but there is within us something 
more than the common instincts of animal life ; a 
power to pause, to reflect, to look forward and 
backward, to indulge or to deny. We are tempted 
to sin, for instance, by some subject for wrath and 
by the wild passion of anger ; but is there nothing 
in our breasts beyond that terrible instinct which is 
seen in the glare of the tiger's eye ? In our resent- 
ment have we not a human capacity to check our 
hand, to call up the placable and magnanimous 
feelings of our nature, and to resist the ebullition of 
ungovemed fury? If we give the reins to our 
rising rage, it is not that our natural passions are 
too strong, but that our virtue and our faith are 
too weak ; and what is that weakness, but another 
name for voluntary wickedness, from which we 
might, had we willed it, have guarded our souls ? 
If we will not use the capital power of self-control 
which God has given us, if we will keep out of mind 
the higher considerations and nobler motives which 
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ought to govern the spirit of a man, whose fault is 
it but our own ? In human judgments the criminal 
is not acquitted because he was tempted to commit 
the crime ; the law, which spares the idiot and the 
madman, visits every sane criminal with the penalty 
of guilt ; his guilt is not removed by any considera- 
tion of his having been born and bred in vice ; nor 
is his punishment less needful on that account, for 
his own correction and for public example. 

Let us not then, under the idea that we are what 
God has made us, forget that we are also in great 
measure, for good or evil, what we have made 
ourselves ; let us not imagine that the weakness of 
the flesh will excuse the wilful wickedness of the 
spirit, but take heed to the remedies for that 
weakness, which our Saviour prescribes when he 
recommends to us watchfulness and prayer. 

These are the channels, brethren, through which 
the God of all comfort designs that his mercy should 
flow; by these means he invites us to strengthen 
our hearts and reform our spirits, and then, at the 
intercession of our blessed Redeemer, pardons the 
frailties which still mingle with our best endeavours. 

If from Him come the various circumstances of 
temptation which try the temper of our souls, from 
Him also comes the grace which, in answer to our 
prayer and watching, enables us to turn those trials 
to a good account. His ordinance, that temptation 
should be common to man becomes, to those who 
are thus strengthened, a subject not of dread but of 

p • 
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joy. " Count it all joy," says St. James, " when 
ye fall into divers temptations, knowing this that the 
trial of your faith worketh patience ;" and, "Blessed 
is the man that endureth temptation ; for when he is 
tried he shall receive the crown of Ufe, which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love him." And in 
like manner, St. Peter, " Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 
though now for a season if need be ye are in heavi- 
ness through manifold temptations, that the trial of 
your faith, being much more precious than that of gold 
that perisheth though it be tried with fire, might 
be found unto praise and honour and glory at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ." 

So that temptation has a bright side, brethren, 
as well as a dark. But observe this — that we must 
all or almost all look on the dark side before we can 
raise our eyes to the bright — to most of us the 
entering into any trial of our virtue is a formidable 
danger : even those who stand firmest have reason 
to take heed lest they fall ; even the most zealous 
disciples of Christ must not neglect his warning to 
watch and pray lest they enter into temptation. 

There cannot be a more instructive lesson to 
Christians than the history of the man, to whom 
these words of Christ were specially addressed ; a 
man of the most willing spirit, strong in belief, 
ardent in attachment, and yet, in this spirit and 
with this faith, at the first approach of danger to 
the flesh forfeiting his pledged allegiance and 
denying Him whpm he had acknowledged to be the 
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Son of God. This is the first part of his history ; 
but behold him ere long fulfilling the prediction of 
his Lord — *' Thou canst not follow me now ; but thou 
shalt follow me afterwards" — boldly upholding the 
truth, and triumphing as a martyr over the last and 
greatest fear. 

Now what was it, brethren, which produced this 
wonderful change in the character of St. Peter ? 
How did he surmount the weakness of the flesh, the 
temptation of that natural cowardice, which had led 
him to the fear of man ? He followed the counsel 
which his Lord had given him, and so he acquired 
the Christian courage with which he followed him 
even unto death. We have stronger ground for 
believing that he pursued the course recommended 
in this text ; for we find him, as if the voice of his 
Master was still sounding in his ears, repeating near 
the close of his life the same exhortation nearly in 
the same words, " Watch unto prayer." 

Thus it is that the Christian* is taught to work 
out his salvation with fear and trembling. Our 
only security, brethren, is first, to feel the danger of 
falling into temptation and to be well convinced of 
the weakness in the flesh; and secondly, to be 
always striving to add force to our principles, and 
constancy to our spirit, watching thereunto with all 
supplication to Him who is able to make us stand. 

And so by His help, proceeding from strength to 
strength, may we attain at last to such assurance of 
our final salvation as is compatible with a state of 
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trial, an assurance not rash and audacious, but 
careftd and modest, the well founded hope of one 
who has given heed to the Saviour's words by 
adding watchfulness to his faith, and strengthening 
a willing spirit with prayer. 



Eije Cfjange of ©eatij. 

York Minster, 1852. 

Job xiv. 10, 11, 12. 

** Man dieth and wasteth away; yea, man giveth up the 
ghost, and where is he ? as the waters fail from the sea, 
and the flood decayeth and drieth up, so man lieth down and 
riseth not ; till the heavens be no more, they shall not 
awake, nor be raised out of their sleep." 

ON the subject of death and the state that is to 
follow, we are not to expect, brethren, the same 
steady light of happy hope in the reflections of the 
early Patriarchs and Prophets, as in those of His 
disciples, who first brought life and immortality to 
light. A deep melancholy breather undoubtedly in 
these very ancient meditations of Job on the mortality 
of man ; and yet when we read on, we find, even in 
those remote times, a gleam of light breaking forth in 
that testimony of his, which still furnishes the first 
words of comfort uttered by our own church in the 
interment of her dead ; "I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth, and though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God." 

In the light of that faith doubtless it was, that 
the afflicted servant of the Lord could even pray for 
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the coming of his change ; *' 0, that thou wouldest 
hide me in the grave until thy wrath be past, that 
thou wouldest appoint me a set time and remember 
me 1 " " All the days of my appointed time will I 
wait till my change come ; Thou shalt call, and I 
will answer thee ; Thou wilt have a desire to the 
work of Thy hands." 

The whole subject of this change, the change of 
death, is certainly treated with remarkable reserve 
in all the scriptures previous to the coming of Christ, 
but the notices of its nature which they do contain, 
agree at every point with the fuller declarations of 
the Gospel ; {or first j they represent the final change 
as the rising bodily to a new state of existence, 
through the power of the Redeemer in the latter 
day, as is expressed in the words, '^ He shall stand 
at the latter day upon the earth, and in my flesh I 
shall see God ;" and secondly, they indicate a period 
intervening between the time of death and that latter 
day, during which the dead shall sleep ; as in the 
words of the text, ^^ Man lieth down and riseth not ; 
till the heavens be no more they shall not wake, nor 
be raised out of their sleep." 

To a similar effect speaks the prophet Isaiah, as 
regards a general resurrection of the bodies of the 
dead ; " Thy dead men shall live ; together with my 
dead body shall they arise ; awake and sing, ye that 
dwell in dust, for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and 
the earth shall cast out her dead." And Daniel 
describes the condition of man after death as a state 
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of sleep from which they shall one day awake ; 
" Many that sleep in the dust of the earth shall arise, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt." 

These truths, the ever-living Redeemer, of whom 
Job foretold that he should stand at the latter day 
upon the earth, has himself confirmed ; he has told 
us to expect a future hour, when, " all that are in 
the graves shall hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and shall come forth, they that have done good, to 
the resurrection of life ; and they that have done 
evil, to the resurrection of damnation." He has 
taught us that the spirits of the departed do not 
pass at once, as our imaginations are prone to suppose, 
to the final state of retribution, but that there is an 
interval of an intermediate state before " the latter 
day," during which the soul remains in a condition 
bearing a resemblance of some kind to sleep. 

It is natural for us, brethren, to desire to know, 
as far as we may, what that condition is to which 
our Lord referred, when in speaking of a dead man 
he said, " Our friend Lazarus sleepeth ; but I go 
that I may awak^ him out of sleep" — what that 
condition is, into which he who saw Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God passed, when, " he fell 
asleep," — what that condition is, of which St. Paul 
spoke when he affirmed, " by the word of the Lord," 
that those ''which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which 
are asleep." And I think if we take good care to 
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confine ourselves to the ideas which the language of 
scripture suggests, we may advance to a certain point 
in such an enquiry with that profit whieh attends 
every clearer view of important truths. 

There are certain scriptural illustrations of this 
subject which lead us to believe that, though the 
sleep of the living is widely difierent in some respects 
from the sleep of death, there is a real analogy be- 
tween them in their design and operation. What 
is sleep, brethren, in its ordinary form ? Sleep is a 
condition of life in which provision is secretly made 
for recruiting the most important functions of our 
present existence, and replenishing the inscrutable 
energies of sensation, thought, and will. Now, if 
the death-sleep be considered in like manner, as a 
condition of life in which new powers of future 
action are elaborated in seclusion and stillness, such 
a view of it will agree well with the comparison 
which our Saviour has made, between death and the 
germination of seed in the ground, — '^ Verily I say 
imto you, except a corn of wheat fall to the ground 
and die, it abideth alone ; but if it die, it beareth 
much fruit." 

On this comparison a commentary has been sup- 
plied by the apostle Paul. To the question, *' How 
are the dead raised up, and with what body do they 
come ?" he answers that *' Flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God ; " for that eternal king- 
dom a change is required, from the natural to the 
spiritual body, from the corruptible to the incorrupt- 
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ible, frqm the mortal to a fitness for immortality. 
Death is the beginning of that change ; it is with 
man as with the fruits of the earth, '* That which 
thou sowest is not quickened except it die ; and that 
which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that 
shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat or 
of some other grain ; but God giveth it a body as 
it hath pleased Him." In like manner our mortal 
body passes into one differing from it, as the form 
of a " man " differs from that of a beast, or as the 
glory of the sun differs from that of the moon and 
the stars. 

Now what is the process by which God giveth the 
dry, and seemingly dead, seed of wheat, or of any 
other grain which we commit to the earth, that body 
which is to bear n^uch fruit? In its resting place under 
ground the outward integuments of the seed perish ; 
changes of a wonderful kind take place spontaneous- 
ly in its inner substance ; vitality is rekindled ; new 
actions begin ; slowly or quickly all the beautiful or- 
ganization of vegetable life is evolved, and the plant 
strikes root downwards and bears fruit upwards. 

These illustrations do not agree with the opinion, 
that the soul in dying is severed from all the links 
which bind it to the corporeal world ; rather, bre- 
thren, they lead to the belief that in the sleep and 
repose of death an operation takes place, by which 
the spiritual essence that now lives and feels and 
acts through the instrumentality of flesh and blood, is 
not '* unclothed," as St. Paul speaks, when this 
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earthly tabernacle is dissolved, " but clothed upon 
with that body that shall be," — " a spiritual body," a 
body that is better adapted than the present natural 
body to spiritual uses and spiritual enjoyments. 

In some cases it may occupy much time, in others 
less — in some the lapse of ages, in others "a moment," 
" the twinkling of an eye," the sound of the last 
trump — to accomplish that great change, and to 
provide the soul with fit bodily instruments for its 
altered needs in a new state of existence ; as we see 
in the present order of nature the transformations 
sometimes protracted, and sometimes wrought in a 
brief space of time, by which the worm that crawleth 
upon the earth passes through a stage of seclusion 
and inactivity to that form, in which it bursts forth 
prepared to bask in the sunshine ^and wing its way 
through the skies. 

Whilst the ''body which shall be," of which we 
here carry ^houi with us in our flesh the invisible 
germ, is thus maturing, like an embryo, in a state of 
rest, the man may with great propriety be said to 
*' sleep ; " for in that condition of passive recruitment 
his powers are in some measure dormant. It does 
not follow, however, that his sleep should be devoid 
of the perception of good and evil : " The souls of 
them that were slain for the word of God, and for 
the testimony which they held, cried from under the 
altar. How long, O Lord, righteous and true ? and 
white robes were given to every one of them, and it 
was said unto them that they should rest yet for a 
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little season." It was a state of immediate , and no 
doubt conscious rest, which our Saviour promised to 
the converted malefactor in the words, " to-day shalt 
thou be with me in Paradise ; " ^* to-day " could not 
mean two thousand years hence ; to be with Christ 
in Paradise could not mean to be in a state of in- 
sensibility. 

This was the ^'Paradise" into which St. Paul 
was caught up, whether in the body, or out of the 
body, he could not tell, but he heard there " un- 
speakable words ;*' This was the state to which he 
looked, when he desired to depart and to be with 
Christ, though he expected not yet the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give him in that day, namely, at the day of 
judgment. Here, in this state of intermediate re- 
pose, is the " patience of the saints ; " here are they 
of whom the voice from heaven said, " Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord ; for they rest from 
their labours, and their works do follow them." And 
here, brethren, is the state, not of hope only to the 
righteous, but of terror to the wicked, in which 
" there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin, but a 
certain fearful looking for of judgment and of fiery 
indignation which shall devour the adversaries." 

Into this state we are all about to enter; a state in 
which we shall be transformed, either into angels of 
light, or into " vessels of wrath fitted for destruction ; " 
a state of sleep indeed, but full of dreams, a state in 
which we shall be soon, dwelling on the lively image 
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of the past, and looking into the dark page of the 
future ; then will be the season of unbroken reflec- 
tion and uncoloured thought. In this restless world 
few find time to think. O ! for one hour now of the 

thoughts which will fill that silent period, when 
there will be nothing around us but the attributes 
of God, and nothing in our view but the retrospect 
of our past lives and the prospects of our eternal 
future. 

There will God be present to the reflections of the 
evil conscience, " as a consuming fire," but to the 
souls of them who have diligently sought him as 
"their exceeding great reward." The books areclosed ; 
the redeemed are sealed ; the righteous are at rest ; 
*' the unclean spirit" walketh in dry places seeking 
rest and finding none. 

The night of that awful sleep, brethren, is at hand 
to us all ; let us prepare for it by clean thoughts and 
righteous acts, by cleaving stedfastly to God in 
Christ, and seeking earnestly to be renewed by His 
eternal Spirit. So shall that spiritual body, of 
which the seed has been formed on earth, be ripened 
in the place of rest ; so, when our change shall be 
consunmiated, when our Redeemer shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth, and in our glorified flesh 
we shall see God, it will be ours to see Him as He 
is seen by the " pure in heart ; " to see Him as a 
Father, pitiful to his children, as a Saviour merciful 
to His redeemed, as a Spirit freely admitting His 
own elect to the life and light and joy of His 
everlasting love. 



€\it JFlertins MoxXa anli STfjat b3f)icf) a&ilretfj. 

York Minster, January 4, 1862. 

1 John, ii. 17. 

*' ThK WOBLD PASSETH away, and the lust THEBEOF ; BUT HE 
THAT DOETH THE WILL OP GoD ABIDETH FOB EVEB." 

ANOTHER year of the world's reckoning has 
passed away into the tomb of time, with all 
that darkled in its shadow or glittered in its light. 
Many an object on which our eyes have rested, 
many a one whose presence we miss, has passed 
with the passing years ; our Christmas hearths no 
longer collect all the accustomed faces ; our elders 
and our equals, the teachers and the companions of 
our youth, drop one after another out of sight, and 
remind us year by year as they depart that we too 
must pass away. 

As time advances the same unwelcome truth is 
forced on our attention by our own personal ex- 
perience. As desire fails, and body and mind move 
more slowly, the years themselves seem to shorten ; 
the hours are no longer counted ; our reflections 
revert to the past ; we think on the dead with fore- 
bodings of our own dissolution ; we ponder on the 
time that is to come beyond the grave, and ask — 
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What is time? — What is time to us? — What* is 
that time in which "he that doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever ?" 

Time and space, brethren, are very awful subjects 
of meditation. Does any one think of these so 
superficially as not to recognise the Divinity within ? 
Space — infinite space ! Time — eternal time, are in 
their essence attributes of " Him, in whom we live 
and move and have our being." They mean nothing 
less than the unlimited operations of God's perpetual 
and unbounded energy. 

Faint indeed is* the best conception we can form 
of ''the work which God worketh from the beginning 
to the end." But there is one quality which we 
seem to see in the eternity of the " Ancient of days," 
wherein it differs immeasurably from any idea of 
time, consisting only in the multiplication of years 
and moments, such as those which measure our life 
on earth. 

In relation to the order of His providence, God 
is spoken of in Scripture, as '' He who was, and is, 
and is to come ; " but when He described His own 
eternal essence, He expressed it by the name *' I 
AM ; " as if to intimate, that in Him whatever has 
been or shall be in the entire train of all events, 
past, present, and to come, are present together in 
the comprehension of Him from whose Will they 
flow. 

How much of the past and of the future will be 

present to our own perceptions in the life to come 



The Fleeting World and that which Ahideth. 231 

we know not. But the Scriptures teach us that 
the eyes of angels, and sometimes those of men, are 
open to the things of future time ; and we are, 
therefore, not without ground for expecting the 
objects oi futurity to crowd on the human mind, 
whenever this mortal shall put on immortality. Of 
past time, and the events which seem now to have 
passed away, we may doubtless look for a reasonable 
remembrance far more distinct than any which our 
present scattered recollections suggest. The bodily 
memory is an imperfect organ of the soul, retaining 
no faithful record of the course which we have run. 
And yet instances do occur, even in this world, 
of such a relighting of that faculty, as may con- 
vince us, that a very slight change in the conditions 
of life is capable of effecting both a wonderful 
revival of the past, and a very great acceleration of 
those thoughts and movements of the mind which 
are the measure of subjective time. 

It happened to one, with whom I was well ac- 
quainted, to have undergone all the sensations of a 
drowning man. The last state of unconsciousness 
and suspended animation was preceded by a train 
of perceptions which, on his recovery, he perfectly 
recollected. '^ When the struggle for life ceased, 
there rose," he said, ^' before my mind's eye the 
entire. portraiture of my past existence ; the scenes 
of my early childhood, the events of my maturer 
years, stood successively before me in living colours, 
with all the effect of reality, and with this marked 
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accompaniment, — ^that the distinct view of every 
action I had done was -attended with as vivid a 
consciousness of the right and wrong of every par- 
ticular of my conduct; and then my thoughts, 
springing forward, pictured to me the Mends I had 
left at home, weeping for my loss." All these 
things passed through the drowning man's mind 
in an instant of time. 

Thus possible is it, brethren, for a little change 
in the link which connects mind and body, to fill 
moments of life with the transactions of years. 
And if you conceive of our great change, from the 
mortal to the immortal, as one which will work a 
greater revival of the past than that which I have 
now related, and perhaps give us also an insight 
into the future, a sense of real causes so extensive 
as to fill our minds with perceptions more numerous 
and varied than are now spread over long tracts of 
time, you may form some idea of the amplitude of 
conscious existence included in every instant of 
such an eternity. 

Take the conscious acts of the mind for the 
measure of time ; suppose the faculties of a re-em- 
bodied spirit more piercing than sight, more sensi- 
tive than touch ; conceive its apprehensions swifter 
than thought ; then will it be with time as it is 
with space ; if you magnify a minute magnitude by 
a higher power, you see an infinity of matter within 
the object, boundless as that which displays itself 
without. So, if the succession of thoughts is 
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accelerated to you, the sensible divisions of time 
will be multiplied to your mind indefinitely, and the 
sum of conscious life increased proportionately. 
Add to this view of its least fractions the endless 
series which proceeds perpetually from the energies 
of the Divine Fountain of time, and you will 
begin to apprehend in some measure what that 
inheritance is which, as the text teaches us, 
*' abideth for ever." 

A perfect memory of the past, and a boundless 
foresight of the future, may be a blessing, brethren, 
or it may be a curse ; it may be the happiness of 
heaven, it may be the torment of hell. What did 
it avail the prophet of old, whose eyes were opened 
to the vision of the Almighty, that he could foresee^ 
through the years of many generations, the end of 
the righteous and the wicked ? To foreknow the 
consequences of right and wrong, to will and do 
the wrong, and to remember that we have willed 
and done it ; this is a state of mind which carries 
with it its own bitter punishment in the present 
life continued into the life to come ; where, on the 
one side the fields of glory extend in endless perspec- 
tive, and on the other, " in the lowest depth," is 
seen a ^* lower deep," where every sin forgotten 
here rises to everlasting remembrance ; that is a 
state which may turn the light of man's immortal 
mind, with all its exalted perceptions and multi- 
tudinous thoughts, into the blackness of darkness 
for ever. 

Q 
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The opposite of this, is the state in which '' he 
who doeth the will of God abideth for ever." To 
revolve for evermore, with enlarged comprehension, 
the infinite work of God ; to know that we ourselves 
have been, are, and shall be, the ministers of his 
hand in that Divine work, fellow labourers with 
Him, " whose fulness fiUeth all in all," in the fulfil- 
ment of His great Will ; such, brethren, are the 
years of Heaven ; not, as some have imagined, that 
the souls of the blessed are absorbed into the 
universal mind ; but that their will is absorbed into 
His will. Thus does He abide in them, and thus 
do they, in doing His will, abide in Him, the source 
of eternal good, even for ever and ever. 

Seeing then how pregnant present time is with 
a good or an evil eternity, think not lightly, 
brethren, of its passage ; and if you would purchase 
with it an everlasting reversion of good, observe 
carefully that this text places the Divine Will in 
direct opposition to that worldly-mindedness which 
passeth away, and warns you that the beaten path 
of vulgar desire is not that which ends in life 
eternal. Lift your eyes, if they are opened, to this 
truth ; lift your eyes above the flying dust, and 
dying flowers of earth, and hasten, with the new 
year, to learn new lessons in that far-sighted wis- 
dom, which labours to fulfil the will of God. He 
has sent His only-begotten Son as your all-sufficient 
Instructor, speaking to your hearts and consciences 
in the written words of His Gospel, and by the un- 



The Fleethig World and That which Ahideth. 235 

seen power of His spirit. No other teaching can 
make you ^'wise unto salvation." Study that 
wisdom which came down from the Father of lights, 
and so learn, and so do, His Will, that you may 
abide with Ilim for ever. 

Does memory reproach you with many wander- 
ings from the path of life ? Let gratitude to Him, 
who has spared you for a further trial — let fervent 
gratitude to an atoning Saviour, and a pardoning 
God, lead *ycm to retrace your steps ; and reflect, 
whilst you are yet standing near the graves of your 
friends and the brink of your own, reflect, that you 
have no time, not a day, not an hour, not a moment, 
to lose, in providing for that time which spreads 
out beyond the tomb. 

Then, brethren, and then only, when you shall 
have devoted yourselves to do the will of God, every 
passing day and year will become a subject of 
solemn indeed, but cheerful reflection. Then will 
" this corruptible " begin for you to ^' put on incor- 
ruption ;" then will you have found the stable sub- 
stance under the shadow of departing time, and be 
able to look without fear of evil or sense of loss on 
" the changes and chances of this mortal life." You, 
too, must quickly change ; but the change will be 
from a state of trial to a dispensation of perfectness ; 
you must pass away ; but you will pass through the 
gate which your Redeemer has opened from death 
to a higher life, from the world to your God. 
Come what may in the years, days, or hours, of 
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present time, though " the world passeth away, and 
the lust thereof," that concerns not you ; your con- 
science bears you witness that you have learnt to 
do the will of God, and are doing it ; the Fountain 
of all truth assures you, that " he who doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever." 



Efje Single JHinlr* 

York Minster, Feb. 1850. 

St. James i. 8. 

'* The double-minded man is unstable in all his ways." 

IF you would live, brethren, to any real and good 
purpose, if you would be more than mere 
children, if you would ensure to yourselves any 
stability of conduct or enjoy any security of happi- 
ness here and hereafter, there is no one proposition 
on which it is more needful for you to ponder, than 
on the assertion of this text, which lays down the 
essential difference between a double and a single 
mind. 

It is the possession of that great quaUty, the 
single mind, which constitutes what is called charac- 
ter among men. It is the having one main purpose 
ever in mind, the being tenacious of that purpose, 
fixed in the meditation, constant in the prosecution 
of it, which makes a man among men. He who 
wants this wants all the coherence of a rational 
nature ; '^ he is like a wave of the sea, driven of 
the wind and tossed,'* " unstable as water he shall 
not excel." 

And as energy of character depends on the single 
mind, so does all human excellence, even that which 
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is sometimes spoken of as the inspiration of genius. 
It is out of the deep broodings of minds devoted 
day and night to some specific object, that arise not 
only the ordinary lights that govern the world, but 
those which emerge in irregular lustre and shoot 
with unexpected brilliancy through the firmament 
of life. 

If therefore it were my business here to offer 
counsel as to that conduct and that habit of mind 
which conduces most to success on earth, I should 
especially urge on you, my younger brethren, single- 
ness of aim and purpose. In whatever business 
you engage I should advise you above every thing, 
as the only means of prospering therein, to bend all 
your cares and studies that way ; and on experience 
I believe, you would acknowledge the advice to have 
been sound. 

But are we ready to admit the truth of such a 
maxim in regard to the things of this world, and 
can we doubt whether we ought to extend the same 
principle to the world that is to come ? Can you 
expect that Jiigher prizes in a future and higher 
state of existence should be earned by a less exclu- 
sive devotion of the soul ? If the double-minded 
man is unstable in his ways on earth, will his footing 
be more sure on the pavement of heaven ? Just in 
proportion as any profession is of greater difficulty, 
the more impossible it is to succeed in it with a 
divided mind ; and what profession is there so 
difficult as that of religion ? In the work of 
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righteousness it is pre-eminently true, that "no 
man can serve two masters ;" in the " narrow path 
which leadeth unto life " no man may move forward 
who is looking backward. 

Yet what, alas ! is rarer than a single eye to 
God's righteous service, what more common in the 
profession of religion than a mind so double, so 
divided within itself, that in successive moments 
you could scarcely believe it to be the mind of one 
and the same man. 

It seems strange that in matters of everlasting 
consequence any one should be found content to 
vacillate in the perilous position of an unstable 
equilibrium. But it is no unnatural effect of the 
state of society in which we live. The power of 
Christian principles amongst us suffices to raise to a 
partial recognition of objects higher than those of 
the present world ; partially to attend to these 
satisfies the natural hankering of our minds after 
more real and lasting good ; the way is easy and 
pleasant to a double-minded religion. Easily ad- 
mitted, as we are, to all the outward signs of grace ; 
receiving readily, as well we may, the proffers of a 
pardoning God which hold forth the coveted rever- 
sion of a better life ; we are willing enough to include 
among our other occupations that of worship, and 
prayer, to impose on ourselves a limited restraint, 
and to speak and act in many things as if we were 
Christians. 
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But as to the single mind, brethren, if you should 
allow yourselves to swim with the stream in a half 
Christian community, your single-mindedness, let it 
be what it may, will never be Christian. The ruUng 
aim, the settled motive, the constant principle of 
action, which makes, as I have said, the character 
and excellence of the man, will be fixed in some pros- 
pect of success bounded by the world's horizon ; some 
personal, some domestic, some popular object, will 
be the mainspring which will work every movement 
of your life and form whatever there is of consistency 
in your character, the stability, such as it is, of a 
worldly mind. 

On this class of its members the world sets its 
highest value, a value so high that you may cast 
almost all other principles aside, and, if aided by a 
good capacity and favourable circumstances, on the 
strength of this decided character alone, you may 
gain the title of a great man, and stand forth one of 
the most honoured idols of vulgar admiration. 

It is no wonder that the world is well disposed 
to honour those who work to a fixed end ; they are 
the life-blood, the very bone and sinew of society ; 
they alone do the work of the world well. 

And yet, after all, if we look on the world alone, 
there is something to be said on the other side by 
the desultory and double-minded man, who does but 
take his pastime therein and troubles not himself 
with the constraint of any one fixed design. For 
what, he may ask, are the wages of the world's 
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work ? What comes at last of this vaunted con- 
stancy ? What, after years of labour and drudgery 
is the intrinsic worth of fortune, of fame, or power, 
won at the expense of ease, perhaps of health ? In 
the language of the ancient satirist — how many 
pounds of dust have these great single-minded 
leaders of the world left behind them in the tomb ? 

Such a question, brethren, forces us on, from 
scenes which afford no real and lasting scope for the 
vigour of a fixed resolve, to prospects beyond the 
grave. For true it is that neither the respect com- 
manded by stedfastness of character, nor the self- 
satisfaction which it boasts, can justify themselves 
fully to the common sense of mankind on any 
narrower basis than that of an existence prolonged 
beyond this transitory life. 

Viewed as acting for eternity, the single mind 
and the constant will, do indeed assume incalculable 
importance. They become capable of being truly 
great. They invite every one to aim at possessing 
them by the only argument which weighs with 
every one, that it will be for his real happiness. 
This is the chord, I say, which will alone be found 
to vibrate in every bosom. Convince me that there 
is something which would make me happy for ever, 
and that I can attain to it if I will, and let me be 
of what manner of spirit I may, however mutable 
and however infirm, here is a spell potent enough 
to fix the wandering eye and draw me forth, by 
God's help, a man of another mould, in the stable 
attitude of a settled purpose and a single mind. 
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Look^ brethren, to the confessed working of such 
a mind in one of its noblest examples. Observe the 
ruling motive, the ever-cherished aim, in the single 
mind of the apostle Paul ; the grounds on which he 
said, " I press forward to the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." You will 
find Paul's prize to be this, "If by any means I 
might attain unto the resurrection of the dead." Yet 
mark how it was that this mighty object raised the 
Apostle's constancy to so lofty a pitch, as to seek it 
through " the fellowship of Christ's sufferings," and 
in being made " conformable to His death." Paul, 
brethren, was no gambler in the chances of life 
eternal ; his constancy was not built on conjectures ; 
he was intimately convinced that God had given 
him the means of attaining to a blessed resurrection ; 
he was fully confident that he had found the way to 
it " through the righteousness that is by the faith 
of Christ ; " he " knew in whom he had believed." 

Shall we say then that this knowledge of eternal 
life, this belief that God has granted us the means 
of attaining to it, and this conviction that the 
means are " the righteousness that is by the faith 
of Christ" — shall we say that such persuasions are 
powerful enough to assure to all who entertain 
them the constant purpose, the perpetual effort, to 
press forward and to realise to them that singleness 
of mind which is the greatness of the spiritual man 
and the title deed of eternal life ? 
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Alas ! brethren, alas ! it is not so. These are 
indeed the persuasive grounds on which the Gospel 
cries to us ''Cleanse your hands ye sinners, and 
purify your hearts ye double-minded ;" and in such 
persuasions it puts before you no unstable, no mock 
motive to form within yourselves that single mind. 
But yet to purify one's own inmost heart, so as to 
press into singleness its double folds, to be re-bom 
as it were into a simple oneness of nature, this is 
a labour, this is a travail, yea a struggle between 
discordant elements within, not to be triumphantly 
concluded by the hare perception even of those 
momentous truths. 

It is for you to consider, brethren, each for himself, 
if such intestine war strives in your own breasts, 
how you may best bring it to an issue. Only till 
the victory be won, till that which overrules all 
other thoughts in you is the thought of eternal life, 
till that which really governs you is the simple 
minded spirit of conformity to the will of God, let 
no man flatter himself that his " foot standeth in 
an even place :" " Let not the waverer think that 
he shall receive anything from the Lord." 

When a man, at length, can say — by God's grace — 
I have shaken off the native doubleness of my own 
mind ; I am become as one man ; " I so run, not as 
uncertainly ; so fight I, not as one that beateth the 
air" — this is the runner who " obtains" the race ; 
this the gladiator who conquers in the fight ; this 
the "one that receiveth the prize," even the glo- 
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nous prize to which Paul looked, prize of the 
" incorruptible" crown. 

Rare as such a blessed singleness of character 
may be, it is a state of mind, brethren, to which the 
weakest by God's mercy may attain, but which the 
strongest will never otherwise reach, than by devot- 
ing his thoughts, and all his endeavours especially 
to that one object of the world to come, and often 
pondering in his own secret meditations that " as 
the double-minded man is unstable in all his ways/' 
so, in particular, singleness of mind in regard to 
things spiritual is the only means of attaining to 
the resurrection of the dead. 



York Minster. Winter Assizes, 1848. 

Isaiah xl. 11. 

** He shall feed his flock like a Shepherd." 

WHEN the oracles of God announced the future 
Redeemer of his people, and the first notes of 
preparation for his coming were sounded in Zion, 
they spoke of him as the deUverer of men wearied 
by the conflicts of the world, as a reviver of the 
hearts of the contrite, and a herald of pardon and 
peace to sinners. " Comfort ye, comfort ye, my 
people, saith your God, speak ye comfortably to 
Jerusalem ; and cry unto her that her warfare is 
accomplished, her iniquity is pardoned." It was in 
the desert places of the earth that a voice was to be 
heard — ^' Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight." It was the low valleys that were 
to be exalted, and the high hills that were to be laid 
low; the crooked to be made straight, and the rough 
places plain ; the good tidings were, that one should 
come to reclaim the wanderers from the wilderness, 
and to gather the lost sheep into the fold ; " Zion 
that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high 
mountain ! O Jerusalem, that bringest good 
tidings, lift up the voice with strength ; lift it up, 
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be not afraid ; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold 
your God ! Behold, the Lord God will come ; His 
reward is with Him, and His work is before Him ; He 
shall feed His flock like a shepherd ; He shall gather 
the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bo- 
som, and shall gentl}'- lead those that are with 
young." 

Not at this, his first coming, a Captain of salvation 
to the righteous, a leader of his saints into glory ; 
but a Saviour of sinners, brethren ; a patron of the 
lowly, a comforter of the broken-hearted, a shepherd 
for the sheep that had strayed. How beautifully 
were these oracles fulfilled in Christ I How conso- 
nant the language which fell from his gracious lips, 
'* I say unto you there shall be joy in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth ! " How accordant with 
those predictions was the whole character and con- 
duct of the good shepherd ! Never man spake like 
this man in this particular respect ; others have 
spoken of righteousness, others of a world to come, 
though never with authority like His : but what, 
brethren, what would it have availed the children 
of this world, in the mad levity or deep despondence 
of their sins and crimes, to have received tidings of 
another world, if that world were no world for them ? 
What think you would it avail one of those unhappy 
criminals who have made themselves obnoxious and 
intractable, even to human society ; such as sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death, being fast bound 
in misery and iron ; to tell them of another life, 
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another tribunal of judgment, a new heavens and a 
new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness, an abiding 
city into which shall in no wise enter any thing that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination 
or maketh a lie ? But it does avail such a man on 
the threshold of death, it may avail him through the 
gate of death, even to all eternity, to be brought ere 
the day of salvation be past, and hope and action 
cease, to this searcher for the lost, this preacher of 
repentance, this object of faith, this author of 
forgiveness ; to hear his words responding to the 
last prayer of the contrite malefactor—" This day 
shalt thou be with me in Paradise ; " and to feel, 
brethren, as the consequence of these words, that 
the '^ sorrowful sighing of the prisoner comes before 
himy and that he can, according to the greatness of 
his power, preserve them that are appointed to 
die." 

But are we not all conscious of sins that rise up 
between us and heaven ? sins, it may be of deeper 
die than those punishable by human laws ; sins 
against better knowledge ; sins against higher in- 
terests ; not single offences but sins of habit, '^ more 
in number than the hairs of our head ; " and if our 
heart faileth us in looking back on the many trans- 
gressions of a sensual, selfish, thankless life — what 
would it avail us, brethren, to hear tidings of one 
coming on the earth as a righteous and inexorable 
judge ? But to know that one has come on earth, 
at whose feet, when such a sinner once '^ stood 
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weeping," and began to wash them with her tears 
and to wipe them with the hairs of her head, said 
to that weeping, faithful penitent, "Thy sins are 
forgiven" — this may avail us ; it may melt our 
hearts; it may cleanse our souls; it may avail 
us to have had a day of grace before the day of 
judgment. 

That remission of sins which He, who knew the 
hearts of men himself, dispensed, He authorised his 
ministers to declare ; His own solicitude for the 
recovery of his sheep lost in the wilderness He 
bequeathed to them ; thrice He charged them, by 
all the love they bore Him to "feed his lambs ; " and 
so He "sent abroad into the world his apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, teachers, and pastors, to 
preach repentance and forgiveness of sins in his 
name, by whose labour and ministry He has gathered 
together a great flock in all parts of the earth." 

Are we included in this commission? are all 
apostles ? are all prophets ? are all teachers ? Cer- 
tainly, brethren, we are all called to a portion in 
this ministry ; it is an essential part of the evan- 
gelical and pastoral system announced by the text, 
and now in the course of fulfilment upon earth ; in 
this office every one who loves the Lord Jesus is 
obliged to take some part, some in one way and 
some in another ; the mission of reclaiming men to 
God belongs not to those oidy who are specially 
ordained to the work, not to those only who go forth 
from us to the distant heathen, but to all who dwell 
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in the stm heathenish wilderness of this world, to 
all who see around them ignorance and vice, to all 
who can supply one drop of the pure milk of the 
word of God to the lost children of darkness, to 
every man who can admonish an erring neighbour, 
to every one who can help to ''turn a sinner 
from the error of his ways and save a soul from 
death." 

Do we then invite every private Christian to set 
up for a public teacher of reUgion or to become the 
unauthorised censor of the characters and conduct 
of all around him ? No, brethren, but there are 
cases, there are moments of life which he, whose 
mind is imbued with the Christian care for the souls 
of men, will not suffer to sUp by ; when one honest, 
kind, and earnest word from a private adviser may 
be more prevailing than many sermons; even in 
extreme circumstances, when a criminal and wretched 
fellow-creature is given up by that world which, by 
its ill customs and examples, by its cold indifference 
to right and wrong, by its loose manners, insincere 
religion, and scanty charity, has led to the transgres- 
sions on which, when arrived at a certain point, it so 
gravely and severely frowns. Let us treat the worst, 
brethren, as capable of becoming better, let us, as 
far as in us lies, allow none to be driven to 
despair. 

In the charitable work of winning souls to God 
we are the most likely to succeed by the gentlest 
methods, by imitating the conduct of that heavenly 
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Shepherd, who broke not the bruised reed nor 
quenched the smoking flax ; whose voice was not 
heard in the streets ; who went about among his 
sheep, as the prophet so beautifiiUy described him, 
not driving them by force, but feeding them with 
the tenderest care, " gathering the lambs with his 
arms and carrying them in his bosom." 

Such gentleness, as we see in the same great 
example, is not incompatible with the firmest asser- 
tion of right and reprobation of wrong ; " knowing 
the terrors" no less than the mercies " of God, we 
persuade men ; " and charity itself will teach us to 
rebuke the eflGrontery of ungodliness and vice, to 
bear an unflinching witness to the truth, to let pass 
no loose opinions, to indulge no unrighteous practice, 
to soften no commandment of God, to withhold no 
unpalatable doctrine, to conceal nothing of the peril 
or the sinfulness of sin. 

But though rebuke is sometimes necessary to 
check the progress of contaminating evil, to abash 
and to deter, it must be owned that it is rarely able 
to convert. The great converter of mankind, 
brethren, under God and the power of his grace, is 
neither reproof nor coimsel, but a good example ; 
reproof indeed loses all authority, and counsel all 
power to persuade, unless when an exemplary con- 
duct stamp the seal of sincerity on both. Are there 
any among you sincerely anxious to lead others to 
the fold of Christ — and surely some such there are ; 
surely, though the Christian spirit prevails too little 
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in the world, though few study the eternal welfare, 
even of their friends and neighbours, yet there are 
connections which ensure some real solicitude for the 
salvation of souls ; among heads of families, fathers 
and mothers, wives and husbands, there surely is an 
anxiety that the members of one house may come 
to be partakers of the same immortality — Never, 
never, may you hope, brethren, to acquit yourselves 
of those deep responsibilities ; never can you be 
clear, not only as the apostle speaks, of the blood of 
all men, but the blood even of your sons and daugh- 
ters and the nearest and dearest inmates of your 
own households, if you content yourselves with 
giving them words only of exhortation and reproof. 
Advise them with your own example, admonish 
them with your own daily practice, shew them a 
living model in yourselves of temperance and purity, 
of justice, kindness, and piety. Let the servant be 
guided by the gentleness of the master, the child by 
the sanctity of the parent, the parent by the virtues 
of the child ; let the husband be won by the con- 
versation of the wives, while they ^' behold your 
chaste conversation coupled with fear ; " there is no 
preaching like that of the bright example which 
shines in silence on the domestic circle. The happi- 
ness of individuals, the welfare of society, the 
extension of the kingdom of Christ, all depend on 
the manner in which these little flocks are fed. 
May they then in every household among us be so 
fed, so tenderly and carefully nurtured, so gently and 
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persuasively brought home, that when He, who is 
the chief Shepherd, shaU appear, He may say to 
them, *'Fear not little flock, it is your fstther's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom ; '' and 
thus every member of all our families may find 
a plax^e among the lambs which he bears in his 
bosom, and the sheep which shall be gathered on 
his right hand I 
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